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SDI budget request: 
shift from lasers 

by Robert Gallagher 

The Strategic Defense Initiative Organization (�0I0) is re
questing $500 million less for Defense Departmeritp�grams 
to develop laser and particle beam technology for Fischl Year 
1988 than it requested in January 1986 for the current fiscal 
year. The request for funding of directed energy weapons is 
the only one of the five Defense Department SOl program 
areas that is not higher than the amount requested last year 
(see Table 1). SOlO now places equal emphasis on directed 
energy weapons and "kinetic energy weapons," which are 
designed to destroy their targets by direct impact or explosion 
of a nonnuclear warhead. 

This shift in emphasis appeared in the aftermath of 
congressional action last summer that simultaneously (and 
contradictorily) slashed last year's request by $1.6 billion 
while demanding that the program move toward "early de
ployment" of a partial strategic defense. Now the request for 
funding for directed energy weapons is only one-fifth of the 
total Defense Department SOl budget request, whereas it was 
one-third, last year. 

Sources close to the SOlO report that the decision has 
. been made to focus on development of "space-based kinetic 
kill vehicles," small chemical-fueled rockets stationed in or
biting satellites, for a first-generation system to intercept 
Soviet ballistic missiles in their boost phase, the first few 

TABLE 1 

minutes after they are launched. This proposed design was 
first made in 1959 under Project Defender and was dusted off 
in 1980 by Danny Graham's High Frontier project to deploy 
"off the shelf' technology for an ABM defense. In the years 
since Graham made his unfortunate proposal, the United 
States could have developed the laser technology required 
for "early deployment" by 1990, had the resources been 
allocated. Instead, not only did President Reagan refuse to 
adopt the required "Apollo program" approach to the SOl, 
but Congress then massively cut the meager funds he request
ed. There remains little doubt that "early deployment" of 
kinetic energy weapons is entirely a budgetary question, not 
a technological one. 

However, good can come out of bad. Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger has used the opportunity opened by the 
calls for early deployment, to demand funding for a heavy
lift launch vehicle capable of lifting 100,000 to 150,000 
pounds into earth orbit, a capability we need anyway to move 
out to space in a colonization program and which EIR called 
for in our second quarter 1986 Quarterly Economic Report. 
Weinberger requested $250 million for development of space 
transportation technology in a December 1986 request for a 
supplement to the 1987 SOl budget, and is asking for another 
$300 million for 1988. About half of this money is intended 
for development of the new launch vehicle. 

Sources close to the Pentagon report that the Patriot anti
aircraft missile system will be upgraded into a full-blown 
antitactical ballistic missile (A TBM) system, to provide some 

defense for Western Europe, Japan, South Korea, and Israel 
against the intermediate range SS-20s, SS-21s, SS-23s, and 
so forth. Others report that this upgrade has already been 
made, but is now being publicly announced to counter the 
move toward decoupling Western Europe and the United 
States. (Such a system is allowed under the 1972 ABM 
Treaty.) 

New SDI budget request confirms shift in program 

Testing of a Patriot anti-missile missile. 
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(in millions of dollars) 

FY87 'Yo Change 
FY86 FY87 FY87 Change Suppl FY88 va. FY87 

SOl area Act1 Req. Act1 86-87 Req. Req. Req. Act. 

Surv, Acq, Track, 
Kill Assess. 857 1262 960 12% 70 1490 18 55 

Directed Energy 844 1615 803 -5% 70 1100 -42 37 
Kinetic Energy 596 991 740 23% 60 1070 8 45 
Systems Concpt 

Battle Mgmt 227 462 384 69% 40 627 36 63 
Surv, Lethality 

Support 'Tech. " 222 454 320 44% 260 900 98 181 
Total 2759 4803 3207 16% 500 5220 8.7 63 

"Includes space transportation technology research and development: $250 million for FY87 supplemental 
and about $300 million for FY88 request. 

EIR January 30, 1987 

http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/1987/eirv14n05-19870130/index.html


�TIill Special Reports 
TIJE SCIENCE 

OF STATE CRAFT 
Strategic Studies by Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr. 

Operation Juarez. LaRouche's famous analysis of the Ibero
American "debt bomb"-a program for continental integra
tion. Order #82010*. $100. . 

A Conceptual Outline of Modem Economic Science. Or
der #82016. $50. 
Religion, Science, and Statecraft: New Directions in 
Ind()-European Philology. Order #83001. $100. 
Saudi Arabia In the Year 2023. The thematic task of the 
Arab world in the next four decades: conquering the desert. 
Order #83008. $100. 
The Implications of Beam-Weapon Technology for the 
Military Doctrine of Argentina. Order #83015. Was $250 . .  

Reduced price: $100. -

The Design of a Lelbnizian Academy for Morocco. Order 
#83016. Was $250. Reduced price: $100. 
Mathematical Physics From the Starting Point of Both 
Ancient and Modem Economic Science. Order #83017. 
Was $250. Reduced price: $100. 
The Development of the Indian and Pacific Ocean Bas
Ins. Order #83022. $100. 

MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC SCIENCE 

Beam Weapons: The Science to Prevent Nuclear War. 
The year before President Reagan's historic March 23, 1983 
speech announcing the Strategic Defense Initiative, this 
ground-breaking report detailed the feasibility-and neces
sity-for beam aefense. Order #82007. $250. 
EConomic Breakdown and the Threat of Global Pandem
Ics. Order #85005. $100. 
An Emergency. War Plan to Fight AIDS and Other Pan
demics. Issued February 1986. Order #85020. 8250. 

THE WESTERN 

OLIGARCHY 

The Trilateral conspiracy Against the u.s. Constitution: 
Fact or Fiction? Foreword by Lyndon LaRouche. Order 
#85019.8250. 

Moscow's Secret Weapon: Ariel Sharon and the Israeli 
Mafia April 1986. Order #86001. 8250. 

* The Libertarian Conspiracy to Destroy America's 
Schools. Order #86004. 8250. 

* White Paper on the Panama Crisis: Who's Out to De
stabilize the u.s. Ally, and Why. Order #86006. 8100. 

* A Classical KGB Disinformation Campaign: Who Killed 
Olof Palme? Issued November 1986. Order #86010. $100. 

• First two digits of the order number refer to year of publication. 

Order from: 

THE SOVIET UNION 

WlII Moscow Become the Third Rome? How the KGB 
Controls the Peace Movement. Includes transcript of the 
infamous sprmg 1983 meeting in Minneapolis at which KGB 
officials gave the marching orders to Walter Mondalf"s "peace 
movement"; Destroy the Strategic Defense Initiative! Order 
#83011. $250. 
How Moscow Plays the Muslim Card In the Middle East. 
Some in the Carter administration-and since-hoped to use 
Islamic fundamentalism to make the Soviet Empire crumble 
What fools! Order #84003. $250. 
Global Showdown: The Russian Imperial War Plan for 
1988. The most comprehensive documentation of the Soviet 
strategic threat available. A 368-page document with maps, 
tables, graphs, and index. Order #85006 . $250. 

INTERNATIONAL 
TERRORISM 

The Jerusalem Temple Mount: A Trigger for Fundamen
talist Holy Wars. Order #83009. $250. 
Narco-terrorism in Ibero·America. The dossier that sent the 
Colombian drug-runners and their high-level protectors 
through the roof. Order #84001. $250. 
The Terrorist Threat to the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. 
An analysis of the U.S. terrorist underground-the informa
tion the FBI has repeatedly suppressed. Order #84005. Was 
$250. Reduced price: $100. 
Soviet Unconventional Warfare in Ibero·America: The 
Case of Guatemala. Order #85016. $150. 
European Terrorism: The Soviets' Pre-war Deployment. 
The dual control of terrorism: Europe's oligarchical families 
and the Russian intelligence services. The case of Germany's 
Green Party, with profiles of the top families of the interna
tional oligarchy. Order #85001. $150. 

* Germany's Green Party and Terrorism. Issued Novem
ber 1986. Order #86009. $250. 

THE MIDDLE EA ST 
AND AFRICA 

AnglO-Soviet Designs on the Arabian Peninsula. Order 
#83002. Was $250. Reduced price: $100. 
The Military, Economic, and Political Implications of Is
rael's Lavie Jet Project. Order #83010. Was $500. Reduced 
price: $250. 

* Moscow's Terrorist Satrapy: The Case Study of Qad· 
dafi's Libya. Order #86002. $100. 

* NEW! 
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