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immortal: So the subject of the poem is not the loss of 
beauty, because the beauty is in Nänie, in the song of 
lament, in the poetry. Because the mean, the tawdry, 
vanished without a song, into Orcus.

Beauty, in Art, Is Immortal
Now, what is said here is that beauty, in art, is im-

mortal. Even where death destroys the beautiful, the 
beautiful reappears in the art, and that is obviously also 
true for every person who contributed something with 
his or her life, to the immortality of the species of man-
kind, and its progress.

Now, Nicholas of Cusa said that the soul is the place 
where all science and all art is created, and the fact that 
the science created, the art created, is immortal, that 
means also that it’s an absolute proof that the soul is im-
mortal, because obviously that which creates is of a 
higher order than the created. So once a soul creates im-
mortal things, the soul is immortal.

Beauty in all of this is extremely important, because 
Schiller, in several poems and writings, talks about the 
conflict between lust—the joy in the here and now, the 
joy of the senses—and the beauty of the mind, which is 
related to universal principles and to immortality. And 
he struggles, and conveyed that struggle, that in order to 
be a universal mind, to be a philosophical mind, to be a 
beautiful soul, to be a genius, you have to resolve that 
conflict, because if your mind is demanding one thing, 
and your emotions are telling you something else, you 
cannot resolve it. And if you only follow the duty, then 
you end up like Immanuel Kant: You become one of the 
Kantian types who do their duty, but are totally joyless.

So Schiller resolves that by saying that beauty is the 
realm where the conflict between the happiness of the 
senses and happiness of the soul is overcome, because 
without any question beauty belongs to the realm of the 
senses: You can feel it, you can see it, you can enjoy it 
with your emotions, but it is also something which af-
fects the mind. So it is therefore that which resolves that 
conflict, and that has everything to do with the need for 
an aesthetical education of civilization. And it has been 
a total conviction of the Schiller Institute, and one of 
the reasons why it was founded, that we have to educate 
mankind aesthetically, because the barbarism which 
we see today in the world, is just a complete lack of that 
kind of aesthetical education.

So therefore, I ask you all, help us to spread Classi-
cal culture, because only if you love Classical culture, 
are people truly human.

Terry Strada

The Truth About 9/11 
Must Be Told Now
Terry Strada is cochair 
of a committee of victims 
of 9/11, entitled Justice 
Against State Sponsors 
of Terrorism Action 
Committee (JASTA). Her 
husband was killed in 
the World Trade Center 
on Sept. 11, 2001. She 
addressed the confer
ence by videotape.

Hello. Thank you for in-
viting me today, and I 
apologize for not being able to appear in person. Today 
is Father’s Day. It is a day in my home to reflect on what 
we have lost, honor my late husband Tom, and celebrate 
who he was as a person: a devoted family man, with a 
charismatic smile, and a love for the great outdoors.

My name is Terry Strada. I am the national co-chair, 
along with Sharon Premoli, of the 9/11 Families United 
for Justice Against Terrorism. Our group consists of 
over 6,500 victims, family members, and survivors, in 
the tragic terrorist attacks that occurred here, in Amer-
ica, on Sept. 11, 2001.

Like thousands, my husband was brutally murdered 
on 9/11, just four days after we brought home our third 
child. Our other two children were seven and four years 
old. Tom worked in the North Tower of the World Trade 
Center, as a partner with a firm called Canter-Fitzgerald.

On Sept. 11, 2001. it was clear from the beginning 
what had happened. Four commercial airplanes were hi-
jacked: Pilots, flight attendants, and passengers were 
cruelly murdered, and the planes were used as missiles, 
to crash into our landmarks, and murder innocent souls. 
They attacked capitalism, by destroying the World Trade 
Center. They attacked our defense by slamming into the 
Pentagon. And they were headed for our nation’s Capi-
tol, to kill our government officials. It is likely that the 
lives of many members of Congress were spared that 
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day by the brave passengers on Flight 93, who valiantly 
tried to take over the controls of that fateful flight.

When the smoke cleared, and the fires were extin-
guished, along with the carnage left behind, three ques-
tions remained. Who attacked us? Why did they attack 
us? And how were they able to carry out such a multifac-
eted plot that took years to plan, train for, and implement?

Some of the answers to these questions lie in the re-
dacted 28 pages of the Joint [Congressional] Inquiry 
into Intelligence Activities Before and After the Terror-
ist Attacks of September 11, 2001. They were signed 
into secrecy by former President George Bush, and 
remain hidden from the American people.

Today I would like to speak to, who was behind 
9/11, and how were they able to attack us.

The Money Trail to Saudi Arabia
Contrary to what our government allowed us to be-

lieve, al-Qaeda did not act alone. Long before 9/11, there 
was a complex financial network of wealthy individuals, 
banks, and so-called charities, referred to as the Golden 
Chain, established to give financial aid, material, and lo-
gistical support to the 19 hijackers. This intricate web of 
money leads to mainly one source: Saudi Arabia.

The 19 terrorists who carried out the heinous acts of 
violence and murder on 9/11 first met in faraway places, 
and then traveled to our country and joined people al-
ready here, waiting for their arrival. They quietly 
blended into our culture, and remained under the radar. 
For nearly two years, they lived amongst us. They 
rented apartments, cars, and took very expensive flying 
lessons. They traveled first-class, stayed in hotels, ate in 
restaurants, shopped, and frequented expensive bars. 
They barely spoke English.

So how did they obtain drivers’ licenses and find 
their housing? They did not work, so that they could 
buy food, clothing, and health club memberships. They 
were flush with cash, and bought those first-class airline 
tickets to learn our aviation security practices. Or, 
should I say, our lack of security.

From Los Angeles and San Francisco, Calif., to 
Little Falls, Va. and Sarasota, Fla., the 9/11 operatives 
were supported through an established network of han-
dlers and enablers, likely named, and many more not 
named, in those redacted 28 pages.

The same infrastructure that was set in place prior to 
9/11 still exists today. We have no reason whatsoever to 
believe these cells were ever dismantled. In fact, we 
believe they are still in place, financed by the same 
bankrollers of the 9/11 attacks.

One thing is clear: The common thread that runs 
through all terrorist attacks around the globe, including 
9/11, is the money that finances them, and the source of 
that money.

Our organization, the 9/11 Families United for Justice 
Against Terrorism, has been fighting for justice, account-
ability, and the truth over the past decade. We want to cut 
off the flow of money, the lifeblood of terrorism, and 
thwart future terrorist attacks against Americans here 
and abroad. We want to stop the bloodshed, and the sac-
rifices our troops make, each and every day since 9/11.

Is it possible that after years of war, we will never 
know who financed the terrorist attacks here, that 
prompted this declaration of endless war? Terrorist or-
ganizations like al-Qaeda operate behind the cloak of 
darkness. While they depend on secrecy and silence, in 
order to grow and spread, they cannot operate without 
the massive sums of money it takes in order for them to 
exist. Not just in the far-flung places of the world, but 
here, in America, as well.

We agree with Congressmen [Walter] Jones, [Ste-
phen] Lynch, and [Thomas] Massie, and completely 
support their efforts to shine light on the truth.9 The 
truth has been withheld from us, the 9/11 families, the 
survivors, and from you, the American people, long 
enough. Timely declassification of the 28 pages is es-
sential for our national security. It is declassification 
that will actually protect us, not endanger us.

Take Action Now
We need to know who our real enemies are. As long 

as those pages remain hidden, we will continue to be 
proxies in the wars of those who are the subject of the 
28 pages, and they will remain with impunity, to repeat 
themselves, again and again. While I’m not able to 
answer all the questions raised since 9/11, we demand 
to know who really was behind 9/11. They must be ex-
posed, stopped, and punished for their crimes against 
humanity that took place here, on American soil, or we 
will never be safe.

As long as radical Islamic ideology that fuels hatred 
toward the United States continues, and terrorists remains 
committed to killing Americans, we will never be safe. 
And as long as the pipeline of money that flows freely 
from the actors into the hands of terrorist organizations, 
like al-Qaeda, Boca Haram, and the newest, and possibly 
most frightening of all, ISIS, we will never be safe.

9. See “Congressional Press Conference: Members of Congress, 9/11 
Families Demand: Release the 28 Pages Now!” EIR, March 21, 2013.
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Again, our group of over 6,500 victims, family mem-
bers, and survivors support Representatives Jones, 
Lynch, and Massie’s introduction of House Resolution 
428, and for that, we thank them with gratitude. I ask all 
of you to take action now, and join us in our quest for the 
truth. I would also like to ask you, to please visit our 
website, www.justiceagainstterrorism.org. There you’ll 
find how easy it is to contact members of Congress, and 
also learn about the Justice Against Sponsors of Terror-
ism Act, JASTA. There’s a petition you can sign in sup-
port of JASTA. Read further about House Resolution 
428, and learn about an important Freedom of Informa-
tion Act lawsuit filed against the FBI, in Florida, regard-
ing the Sarasota Saudis suspected of having 9/11 ties.

Thank you.

Nomi Prins

Glass-Steagall: 
An Idea Whose Time 
Has Come Again
Nomi Prins is an economist, jour
nalist, and author of several books, 
including “All the President’s Bank
ers: The Hidden Alliances that Drive 
American Power” (2014). Prins was 
a managing director at Goldman 
Sachs, a senior managing director at 
Bear Stearns in London, a strategist 
at Lehman Brothers and an analyst 
at Chase Manhattan Bank. She is 
currently a Senior Fellow at the 
policy thinktank Demos. She deliv
ered these remarks to the conference 
by videorecording.10

First of all, thank you very much for 
inviting me to speak to you here today. It’s really quite 
a great honor.

I want to talk about a few things, one of which is the 
Glass-Steagall Act, and what it meant to our country’s 
history, why it was passed, how it helped. How the 

10. See the Jan. 24, 2014 EIR for an interview with Nomi Prins.

repeal of that Act in 1999 has created a tremendously 
unstable environment for individuals at the hands of 
banking institutions, political alliances, governments, 
and central banks.

And also how some of the remedies that have been 
proposed in the wake of the 2008 subprime crisis, in-
cluding the Dodd-Frank Act, and its allegedly most im-
portant component, the Volcker Rule, are really ineffec-
tive at combatting this risk; and what we really need to 
do is go back to a time, and go back to a policy, and 
continue to use the real strength of the Glass-Steagall 
Act and a new Glass-Steagall Act, in order for us to be 
safe going forward. And when I say “us,” I mean every-
body in this room, I mean the population of the United 
States, I mean the populations throughout the globe.

Because what we have today, and what we’ve had in 
the wake of the repeal of the Glass-Steagall Act, is an 
environment where the largest banking institutions have 
been able to increase the concentration of their capital, 
of their influence, of their power, and this has been sub-
sidized and substantiated by political forces within the 
White House, the Treasury Department, the Federal Re-
serve, governments throughout the world—in particu-
lar, throughout Europe, the ECB—and it’s something 
that we really need to contain and look forward to chang-
ing, if we want to have more economic stability for the 

greater citizenry at large.

How the Glass-Steagall Act 
Came To Be

So, going back a little bit in time, 
to how the Glass-Steagall Act came 
about. We had a major crash in 1929. 
It was the result of a tremendous 
amount of speculation, and also rig-
ging of markets by the larger finan-
cial institutions, as well as things 
called trusts, which were small com-
ponents of these institutions, that 
were set up in order to bet on various 
industries, and collections of compa-
nies within those industries, and so 
forth, as well as to make special bets 

on foreign bonds in foreign land; as well as to make bets 
on the housing market, which is something that we’ve 
seen and been familiar with quite recently.

Also, a lot of the activity that was done, in particu-
lar, by the Big Six banks at the time—which included 
National City Bank and First National Bank, which 
today we know as Citigroup; the Morgan Bank and the 
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