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He continued: “Even the discussion of sanctions in 
the Spring was poison, given the weakening economy 
in the EU and Russia. Everything must be done now to 
stop the spiral of sanctions, so that constructive dis-
cussions bring us out of the sanctions mode.” Cordes 
warned about the unclear provisions of the EU deci-
sions on “dual use” goods. A survey of the Eastern 
Committee showed that there are problems, for exam-
ple, with supplying parts for escalators, excavators, 
pumps, agricultural machines, drilling machines, and 
railways. “While supplying entire machines is often 
harmless, their spare parts suddenly become a prob-
lem because of a possible military use,” Cordes said. 
“This uncertainty and increasing delays in supply 
have the effect that Russian customers, one after an-
other, are looking for suppliers from other countries. 
We have reason to fear that large sections of the Rus-
sian trade structure are shifting toward Asia and Latin 
America.”

And that this relocation of trade flows risks irrepa-
rable damage to German exports. In the Chambers of 
Industry and Commerce of the German regions most 
affected by the sanctions, especially in the East, people 
are saying (although most not publicly) that you 
cannot do this in a country as export-dependent as 
Germany, since the markets could be lost for a long 
time, maybe forever. And because the federal govern-
ment is backing the West’s sanctions strategy, Ger-
many will inevitably be drawn into the foreseeable ex-
pansion of the Western economic war, which, after 
Russia, will soon focus on the other BRICS countries, 
which are all expressing solidarity with the Russians, 
and are replacing a large part of the blocked European 
exports to Russia. The danger is unfortunately very 
real, that German industry, due to the government’s 
solidarity with NATO and the EU, will remain locked 
out of the investment boom of the BRICS group and 
the numerous countries of South America, Africa, and 
Asia that are oriented toward it. If Germany can no 
longer export to large parts of the world, because it 
supposedly should not, then millions of jobs in our 
country are threatened.

The only alternative is for Germany to end its dan-
gerous waffling, free its foreign and foreign trade policy 
from the straitjackets of the EU and NATO, and ac-
tively pursue a policy of cooperation along the Eurasian 
Land-Bridge, with participation in major infrastructure 
projects, such as the current expansion of the Suez 
Canal in Egypt.

Cheminade Advises France

Leave NATO, the EU; 
Align with the BRICS!
PARIS, Aug. 28—Less than five months after a new 
government was formed in France, Prime Minister 
Manuel Valls resigned on Aug. 25, taking the entire 
cabinet with him, after he very publicly criticized the 
austerity policy dictated by the European Union. As in 
other EU countries, the economy in France is in a free 
fall, after President François Hollande reneged on all 
the promises he had made during the 2012 election 
campaign. Unemployment, in particular, has continued 
to soar.

Economics and Productive Reconstruction Minister 
Arnaud Montebourg led the charge against the murder-
ous policy carried out by Hollande on orders of the EU/
IMF/European Commission Troika. Montebourg was 
sacked, along with some of the other “rebels” in the 
government, who did not question the principle of the 
policy, just the degree demanded.

Montebourg was replaced by a young banker, Em-
manuel Macron, who was Hollande’s Secretary Gen-
eral at the Elysée until a few months ago, and is a strong 
proponent of supply-side economics.

The Socialist Party is holding its annual “Summer 
School” this weekend in La Rochelle, where fireworks 
are pre-programmed. Solidarité et Progrès (S&P) orga-
nizers are there to make sure that happens.

In a statement issued Aug. 27 under the title “Anger 
and Hope,” former French Presidential candidate 
Jacques Cheminade, president of S&P, and longtime 
associate of Lyndon LaRouche, outlined the alterna-
tive to the suicidal course France and the EU have 
chosen:

Anger and Hope
“The challenge to us is to overcome our anger in 

order to draw creative energy from it. Anger: [Finance 
Minister] Michel Sapin, the self-proclaimed friend of 
finance, claims that there could be financial health in 
the present conditions. Anger: a President Hollande 
who is rejected by 56% of the Socialists and 81% of 
Frenchmen names a Prime Minister for the second 
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time, who is rejected by more than 60%. Anger: Europe 
and France are committed to self-destructive austerity. 
Anger: while François Hollande and Manuel Valls have 
capitulated to the financial oligarchy, Arnaud Monte-
bourg proposes to use Obama and Italian ECB Presi-
dent Mario Draghi’s printing press which bails out Wall 
Street and the City of London, while daring to demand 
at the same time that we ‘free ourselves from the addic-
tion to public spending,’ although that spending serves 
labor and the real economy. Anger: the Socialist fron-
deurs [malcontents] propose to increase household pur-
chasing power from EU5 to EU16.5 billion, and to 
reduce financial aid for companies from EU41 to 
EU22.5 billion, which comes down to offering a band-
aid for a serious wound, but no new medicine to heal 
the wounded person.

“Thus, proponents of supply-side economics face 
off against the defenders of demand, but they all remain 
within the liberal scheme of monetary supply and 
demand, without taking into account real production 
and the needs of human labor! It is true that Mélenchon, 

with his ‘rustic’ energies, has nothing to feed a better 
society. It is true that the catch-all populist boulangisme 
of the Front National is an indigestible pudding. It is 
true that the official right-wing party demands even 
more austerity than the left. But that is no reason and no 
excuse not to change course.

“Let us rather say loud and clear what needs to be 
said. The banking reform law of July 26, 2013 was a 
tragic mistake. By allowing the major banks to take 
control of the government apparatus of our country, the 
Socialist leaders betrayed their own movement, that of 
great Socialist leaders Jean Jaurès and Léon Blum. 
They accepted a world in which the issuance of EU5 
only adds EU1 extra to gross domestic product, and the 
rest disappears into the financial pit. Léon Blum, in 
1935, in Le Populaire, denounced the ‘attack against 
sovereignty by private grabbers of public credit,’ and 
called to ‘fully exploit the revolutionary situation 
opened up by that attack.’

“Who, from among those in power today, dares to 
say that 59% of our public debt comes from tax breaks 
and excessive interest rates of the past? Who will say 
that the low rates of today only serve to maintain dif-
ferent forms of speculation, while families are ruined 
by deflation? Who will tell us that the transfer of 
wealth to lenders and shareholders only amounted to 
some 3% of French value added in 1980, but amounts 
to 9% today?

The Way to the Future
“What is the way out of this system, or rather, the 

way into the future? Leave NATO, the euro and the Eu-
ropean Union. Not to withdraw behind national bor-
ders, but to join the new world being defined by the 
BRICS, from Brasilia to Beijing, and from Cape Town 
to Moscow, a group which, although imperfect, ex-
presses what Jaurès, in Buenos Aires in 1911, called the 
‘uplifting power of life.’ A world which, on the basis of 
a productive public credit policy, is developing nuclear 
fusion, the energy of tomorrow, and all the high tech-
nologies related to it, from robotics to bio- and nano-
technologies, and digital technologies, which our coun-
try could contribute so much to.

“This is urgent, because the second phase of the 
great financial crisis before us is combined with the 
danger of war. Yes, we have a lot to give and to receive, 
provided we awaken in ourselves that ‘boldness of 
combative intelligence and creative work’ which our 
leaders have lacked for far too long.”
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French leader Jacques Cheminade is challenging the 
government to find the “boldness of combative intelligence and 
creative work,” that characterized the great French leaders of 
the past.


