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I would just like to say one final thing: What people 
don’t know is that in China, Confucianism is very much 
alive. China is doing the things it does because the pres-
ent Chinese leadership is not so much communist, but 
much more Confucianist, and they’re putting a lot of 
emphasis on education, on the development of the 
minds of the young people, on excellence in creativity, 
on moving forward.

We have lost that spirit in Europe. We are not think-
ing about Classical culture. The only reason why people 
are afraid of foreigners is because we have lost our cul-
ture!

You know the famous discussion about Leitkultur is 
a joke because we have no more consciousness—I 
mean, we are one of the richest cultures of all the coun-
tries of the world, the German Classical period. But is it 
the live culture in our population? It’s not!

We have always said that one can only solve this 
problem by combining economic development with a 
cultural Renaissance. This is why we’re putting a lot of 
emphasis on Verdi tuning, we want to go back to the 
Verdi tuning and bel canto singing; we emphasise Furt-
wängler; we emphasise the great German Lied, be-

cause we have to have this combination, we have to 
find a way to get back to the humanistic ideas of Schil-
ler. I’m the president of the Schiller Institute because I 
believe that we need the image of man of Friedrich 
Schiller.

It’s therefore not just a question of economics, it’s 
not just a question of infrastructure, but it’s a question 
of building a Renaissance. And I think if we do our job 
right, we can revive the German Classical tradition, the 
Italian Classical tradition, we can relate to Confucian-
ism in China, we can go to all the high points of all the 
cultures and have a dialogue among the Gupta period, 
the Vedic writings in India, the best traditions of Persia, 
of Africa. There were periods during which Ethiopia 
was one of the greatest cultures of mankind! Many 
schools of thought say that the entirety of human devel-
opment comes from Ethiopia.

So we have to understand that we either go under as 
a barbaric culture, which we are on the verge of doing, 
or we revive the best traditions of all civilizations and 
have a dialogue among them, and make a new Renais-
sance out of that. And that is a joyful perspective, and I 
want to advise and invite all of you to join it.
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worked together peacefully. In the case of Libya, you 
don’t have to be a friend of Qaddafi, but Qaddafi was 
investing in infrastructure, not only in Libya but in 
other African countries!

So we have to start to dismantle these lies and we 
have to put the alternative on the table. And I can only 
say, the fact now that we have this report in English, in 
Chinese, in Arabic, and we will soon be producing it in 
Russian. It’s being translated into Korean; we are nego-
tiating with people in Japan to publish it. And I think we 
need to publish it in Germany! [applause]

I mean, this is a blueprint for the reconstruction of 
the world economy, and we should get papers to write 
reviews about it, to just talk about it, so that it exists as 
an alternative. And then have a lobby or a mass move-
ment—I don’t care what you call it—but the solution is 
there, it’s just not known well enough. [applause]

Celani: Well, everybody’s happy, I believe? Mr. 
Stalleicher?

Joseph Stalleicher: I just have a question for the 
Italians. Since you had the Renaissance, you had 
Brunelleschi. What do you think about this? You are 
the country in Europe that had this experience of get-
ting out of the Dark Age. So, I think the kernel of this 
conference is that we have to have this optimistic 
vision. So I just want to ask you as an Italian what you 
think about this?

Marcello Vicchi: My impression is that we must be 
optimists. Because being pessimistic is too easy. 
[laughter] Especially today. But in the last period that 
we were [working at] Bonifica, always, I repeated to 
my collaborators, “We are paid to be optimists, and not 
to be pessimists. We are paid for this!” at that time. 
Now. . .? [applause]


