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dent Leonid Brezhnev. The signing of the package 
demonstrated to the world that West Germany and the 
Soviet Union see their strategic interests as best served 
by peace - no confrontation. Moreover, these accords 
established the strategic foundations for the European 
Monetary System. The latter institution, the center
piece of the alliance between Schmidt and French Presi
dent Giscard d'Estaing, is in the process of realizing 
what Schmidt calls "a European superpower for peace." 

Yet when Schmidt negotiated his historic accords 
with Brezhnev last year, he almost certainly did not en
vision the vehemence with which his nation would be 
publicly attacking NATO policies within less than a 
year. Last week's debate was a response to a series of 
provocative Washington and British actions against the 
EMS and the growing detente with the Soviets: the 
London-engineered Iran Crisis, the Chinese invasion of 
Vietnam, efforts to beef up NATO nuclear forces in 
West Germany, and the Carter-London fueling of the 
Middle East crisis. All these are seen in Bonn, and else
where in Europe, as a grave threat to world peace which 
must be answered with measures that might have 
seemed unthinkable a year ago. Within the past several 
months, West Germany, the leading power in NATO, 
behind the United States has taken the unprecedented 
steps of canceling NATO maneuvers scheduled to occur 
on West German soil and of publicly attacking �ATO 
policies as articulated by Washington, London;, and 
Brussels, culminating in last week's carefully prepared 
blasts at the Atlantic Alliance in the Bundestag. 

At this point, West German objections to U.S. 
policies center not on any particular blunder, the 
"China card" e.g., but on recognition that U.S. policy 
under the Carter Administration is fundamentally in
sane. The diplomatic formulation coming out of Bonn is 
that "U .S. policy is full of surprises," but it is evident to 
all of Europe that West Germany, in conjunction with 
France (which pulled its troops out of NATO more than 
a decade ago), is moving away from the postwar system 
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