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neighboring Afghanistan, resulting in a clash with 
Afghan troops that left seven Afghans dead. The 
A.fghan government, closely allied to the Soviet Union, 
denounced the Pakistanis, while the Soviets, in a high
level commentary in Pravda, charged Pakistani collu
sion with the United States, China, Egypt, and other 
states in arming and training Afghani "rebels." 

Hoax of U.S. protests 
Meanwhile, the U.S. State Department made a show of 
announcing a suspension of some $85 million in 
economic and military assistance to Pakistan, ear
marked for the next two years. The State Department 
claimed it took the action in response to reports that 
Pakistan is secretly building a uranium enrichment 
plant that would give it the capability to manufacture 
nuclear weapons. The Pakistani junta loudly replied 
that "Zionist circles" are behind the charge, and that 
it was "unfair" and "discriminatory" relative to U.S. 
response to the Indian nuclear policy. The entire 
episode has in fact proven useful to both U.S. and 
Pakistani designs in the region. 

The U.S. move was not taken as a result of breaking 
intelligence but by its own admission, the timing of the 
State Department announcement was due to imminent 
press revelations of the Pakistani efforts. The informa
tion concerning Pakistani nuclear weapons capability 
has in fact been widely circulating for several weeks at 
least, and Indian sources reported two weeks ago that 
the Indian government has intelligence that Pakistan in 
fact has a nuclear device that it intends to test in the 
near future-in part to divert attention from the Bhutto 
killing. Those sources report that the device was 
obtained with the direct aid of Great Britain, through 
private companies there, and West Germany and 
Belgium. 

While the State Department has covered up the role 
of our British "allies," it has been reported that Desai 
sent a letter to Prime Minister Callaghan protesting 
British nuclear assistance to Pakistan. Desai also sent 
a letter to President Zia of Pakistan. Indian sources 
report that the U.S. protest is viewed as a "hoax." The 
protest has given the Pakistanis a cover for further 
"Islamic" aggression, while disassociating the United 
States from the junta. The action also added confusion 
to the situation in a way that encourage further division 
in the subcontinent. 

Adding it all up, examining the background which 
led to the Bhutto killing and the situation as it quickly 
unravels-as we do in the section which follows-a 
clear picture emerges of a major trouble spot in a 
world already full of them. All the major powers are 
involved-from th". United States, China, Britain, to 
the Soviet Union-and the stag� is set for a confron
tation of global proportions. 

-Daniel Sneider 

1. The plot against 

Afghanistan 
Afghanistan has become the touchpoint of tension in 
the Asian subcontinent. Over the past months, reports 
have

. 
mounted of armed revolts inside Afghanistan by 

reactIOnary Islamic tribalists. Using bases in Iran and 
Pakistan, these fundamentalists have declared a "holy 
war" against the government of President Noor 
Mohammad Taraki. The Taraki government, which 
came to power in an army-led revolution last April, has 
denounced the "black reaction" and the "feudal 
reactionaries," who have been trying to overthrow the 
government, while pinning Pakistan and the Khomeini 
circles in Iran for their complicity. 

The destabilization of the Taraki government has 
brought stern warnings from the Soviet Union, 
Afghanistan's neighbor and treaty ally. In numerous 
articles over the past weeks, the Soviets have charged 
the involvement of foreign powers, including "British 
and American secret services," the Chinese, Egypt, 
Iran, and Pakistan, in the plot against the Afghan 
government. The Soviets have made clear they will 
tolerate no attempt to reverse the Afghan revolution. 

The crisis around Afghanistan reached a critical 
point with the February 13 assassination of U.S. 
Ambassador Adolf Dubs by Islamic terrorists in Kabul. 
The �.S. reaction-blaming the Soviet Union and the 
Afghan government for "overreaction" in the inci
dent-began to set the stage for confrontation. Ironi
cally, responsibility for the Dubs murder has since been 
claimed by a Maoist Afghan group known to be 
receiving arms and training from China in camps 
located in Pakistan. 

Since February the Afghan exile movement of 
Islamic fundamentalists has emerged as the frontpiece 
of the anti-Taraki operation. The exiles are ,known to 
be operating out of base camps in the Northwest 
�rontier Province of Pakistan, which borders Afghan
Istan and whose tribal Pathan population stretches 
across into Afghanistan. The exiles have recently 
formed an Afghan Liberation Front. Its main compo
nents are the Jamaati Islami (the Muslim Brotherhood) 
and the Hezbi Islami ( Fundamentalist Islam party). At 
the camps, the guerrillas are being armed and trained 
by Chinese, U.S., and British intelligence operatives 
with assistance from the Pakistani regime. 

A "Holy War" 
The Pakistani connection and a similar linkage into 
Iran, which borders Afghanistan on the west, are run 
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through the Islamic reactionary networks of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, and the Khomeini forces in Iran. The 
leader of the Jamaati Islami of Pakistan, Maulana 
Maudoodi, has declared his support for the Afghan 
exiles. Khomeini and his fellow Ayatollahs have called 
for a holy war against Taraki, with statements by 
people like "No 2" ayatollah, Shariat Madari, in 
support of the exile movement. 

The Iranian input was highlighted in the seizure by 
Islamic guerrillas last month for several days of the 
Afghan city of Herat near the Iranian border. The 
Taraki government expelled the Iranian consul in 
Herat, charging that he had coordinated the operation, 
including sneaking Iranian soldiers, disguised as return
ing Afghan workers, into the area. 

The huge Afghan "guest workers" community in 
Iran-estimated up to half a million-has been a major 
target of agitation by the Shi'ite Imams of Iran. While 
the Afghan populace in the Iranian area are Shi'ite, the 

Muslim Brotherhood operation on the Pakistan side 
works among the largely Sunoi, Afghans. In Herat 
itself, after several days of massacres, looting and 
burning of the city, the Afghan army arrived to put the 
situation under control. 

The wild and backward land of Afghanistan has 
lent itslef to the destabilization operations. The Taraki
led revolution, which has been branded as "Soviet
run," has taken on as its major task the uplifting of the 
Afghan population from their feudal conditions of life. 
The revolution overthrew the last remnants of the 
Afghan monarchy, installed by the British many 
decades ago. The government has proceeded to carry 
out total land reform and development of agriculture 
and industry, with major Soviet economic assistance. 
This assistance is not itself a new feature in Afghan
Soviet relations; the previous regime received some 40 
percent of its budget from Soviet aid. 

The Taraki government faces resistance to its 

The world reacts to Bhutto's death 
Indira Gandhi. former Premier of India, declared: "I 
am shocked to learn of Mr. Bhutto's execution. The 
President of Pakistan has acted in defiance of world 
opinion." 

French President Giscard dEI,taing had telegrammed 
President Zia the night before in a final appeal, 
saying: "Again I appeal to your humanity so that a 
gesture of mercy might spare the life of a man who 
incarnated Pakistan at a dramatic hour of its 
history." At a cabinet meeting later Giscard ex
pressed "deep emotion" upon learning of the 
execution. 

Turkish Premier Biilent Ecel'it deplored the actions. 
"We believe clemency would have been better for 
the continuation of Pakistan's advancement on the 
democratic path." 

Turkish opposition leader Suleyman Demirel, head of 
the Justice Party, said: "Grass does not grow where 
scaffolds stand." He charged that the execution was 
not a matter of the internal affairs of Pakistan, but 
concerned all of humanity. 

Senator C1airborne Pell (D-R.I. J, of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, called the hanging 
"an atrocious action, one which I think shocks the 

sensibilities of civilized nations-of which, obviously, 
Pakistan is not one." 

In Geneva, where United Nations Secretary General 
Kurt Waldheim was visiting, a spokesman said: "The 
Secretary General deplores the fact that the President 
of Pakistan has not heeded his appeal or similar 
appeals made by a large number of world leaders." 

Public statements of shock and regret came from the 
governments of West Germany, Norway, Italy, and 
Belgium, among others. 

Former Secretary State Henry Kissinger had this to 
say: "Bhutto was never an unqualified admirer of 
the United States-not to say he was even a qualified 
admirer. Though I must say he saved Pakistan. He 
was a man of great courage and imagination. 
Though he committed many errors, I regret that the 
execution was carried out. I cannot say that Pakistan 
will become destabilized, though Bhutto was a 
dynamic leader. And let me emphasize as I say this 
that I do say this as one who is a good friend of 
Pakistan, and that I sympathized with Pakistan 
during its problems with India. 

In 1976, pointing to Bhutto's pronuclear and 
Third World policies, Kissinger had told him: "We 
will make a horrible example of you." 
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antifeudal policies from the country's backward tribes, 
who are being played upon from the outside with 
appeals to Islam and cries against the Taraki govern
ment as "communist" and "un-Islamic." Nonetheless, 
there is no indication, despite the major press play 
given to the frequent grandiose claims of the exiles in 
Pakistan, that the Taraki government is not in firm 
control of the situation inside Afghanistan. 

The danger comes from the outside and the 
possibility of an Afghan-Pakistan war. The reports of 
armed 'border clashes, coming right after Bhutto's 
death, are ominous. A border war could bring two 
reactions. One would be an immediate uprising among 
the tribally-based Baluch and Path an populations 
against the Pakistani regime. Baluch leaders have 
publicly criticized the Zia regime for its anti-Afghan 
policies and condemned "theocratic politics" in Paki
stan. The second would be a tough Afghan response to 
any more provocation. The Afghans could shut down 
the Karokarom highway, the newly completed strategic 
road and the only land route between China .and 
Pakistan. It is now being used to transport military 
supplies to the Afghan rebels. 

2. Iran: a new 

reign of terror 
The sudden execution this week of former Premier 
Abbas Amir Hoveyda marked a turning in Iran's 
turbulent political arena since the takeover of the 
country by the Ayatollah Khomeini last year. Just last 
month, Khomeini had conceded to Iran's premier 
Bazargan that his government should have all judicial 
authority with respect to future political trials of former 
officials under the Shah. Khomeini had agreed to halt 
the secret political trials which radical revolutionary 
committees, known as Khomitehs, were conducting 
throughout the country. 

For a moment it seemed that the government of 
Bazargan might be given some power to rebuild the 
country and centralize his authority, at the expense of 
a radical grouping around Khomeini led by Deputy 
Premier Ibrahim Yasdi which not only backed the 
Khomitehs but continues to usurp Bazargan's power. 

Since Hoveyda's execution, another round of 
shootings of top officials from the Shah's regime has 
occurred, as the Iranian press carries front page photos 
of their bullet ridden bodies. At the same time, the 
Khomitehs search all people on Iran's streets, and have 
even arrested couples who were not married-a 
supposed offense under Islamic laws. And they continue 

to conduct public floggings.' This and the continued 
unrest with Iran's eight leading tfibal groupings spell 
a new phase of radicalization for the country, as its 
economy continues to disintegrate. 

Yasdi is a recognized collaborator of international 
terrorist and environmentalist networks linked to Jean
Paul Sartre and former World Bank Advisor Rene 
Dumont. 

As the interview below spells out, his economic 
program for Iran will spell disaster not only for Iran, 
but for the already troubled region of the Mideast and 
Subcontinent. 

Iran: the new Cambodia? 

The following are excerpts from an interview with a 
Georgetown University prof'essor who supported the • 

Khomeini takeover of Iran. He expressed his support for 
Khomeini through the Us. P(?ople's Committee on Iran. 
Here he lays out the thinking of'Deputl' Premier Ibrahim 
Yasdi with respect to Iran's future. 

Iran's unrest is being exaggerated. What is happen
ing with the ethnic groups is a general process of 
decentralization. A radical reallocation of the economy, 
the "de-T�heranization" of Iran. The provinces will be 
given more clout. Each will make its demand in order. 

The aim is economic self-reliance. The agricultural 
sector is now a disaster. The people are near starvation 
in several areas. The situation has gotten much worse 
in the last two years. The government is literally 
sending out food to the Baluchi areas. Sixty to 75 
percent of the 55,000 villages of Iran are in that 
condition. Yasdi thinks that to correct this you have to 
get the people back to the villages from the small towns 
and from Teheran, to utilize the unused land, to 
produce. Yasdi is trying to reverse the standard 20th 
century pattern of going from rural to urban. 

Yasdi has appointed a Council of Experts, a group 
of Iranians of all aspects in Iranian society, to 
brainstorm on problems of agriculture and rural 
electrification. This will develop self-reliance. 

So far this is not like Cambodia, because this is a 
town-made revolution. But a Cambodia situation could 
happen in a more radical stage. In this sense, the 
Cambodia analogy is the best one, without the 
bloodbath. The extremes of Cambodia won't occur for 
awhile, until a new stage is entered into in the 
revolution. Unrest is possible from several areas, as 
you try to attain self-sufficiency from the minorities, 
from women, from religious groups. But the economy 
now is so bad, it can't get much worse at this point. 

The Iranians, under these conditions, are phasing 
out nuclear, they are muchffnore interested in solar 
than nuclear. There are experiments in solar throughout 
the villages, Iran has a lot of sun. 
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