
Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 6, Number 44, November 13, 1979

© 1979 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.

Cleveland's message to Kennedy 
Some important conclusions are to 
be drawn from the pattern of voting 
in the Nov. 6 local elections across 
the United States. In at least four key 
U.S. cities-Boston, Cleveland, San 
Francisco, and Buffalo-the mes
sage to prognosticators of the 1980 

presidential race is that Senator Ed
ward M. Kennedy, who announced 
his candidacy for the Democratic 
nomination officially on Nov. 7, is 
already in a good deal of trouble. 
Some observers are even asking if the 
intention of the Kennedy candidacy 
is to hopelessly split the party and 
ensure its defeat next year. 

. 

Perhaps the most significant of 
the black eyes voters gave the Ken
nedy machine occurred in Cleveland, 
where radical-liberal Mayor Dennis 
Kucinich went down to defeat de
spite his endorsement by such Ken
nedyite celebrities as Jane Fonda and 
Ralph Nader. Cleveland, a city 
where registered Democrats out
number Republicans 7 to I, elected a 
Republican, Ohio Lt. Governor 
George Voinovich to replace the 
"boy mayor" whose two-year term 
had all but destroyed a once proud 
city. 

The defeat (by implication) for 
Senator Kennedy was delivered by 
the very same white-ethnic and black 
combination of voters that is com
monly referred to as his "base." And 
the timing, on the eve of the Massa
chusetts Senator's formal announce
ment of his presidential candidacy, 
could not have been more ominous. 
Observers around the country noted 
that last spring, when the reelection 
of Kucinich seemed probable, the 
Democratic Party of Cleveland's 
Cuyahoga County went on record as 
the first in the nation to endorse Ken
nedy. 

Kucinich's defeat was effected by 
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the combined efforts of the La
Rouche Democratic presidential 
campaign organization, the anti-Ku
cinich Democratic black machine on 
Cleveland's east side, and white eth
nic machines on the west side. 

In Buffalo, the Democratic can
didate for Erie County Executive, 
Frank McGuire, who had been per
sonally endorsed a week before at a 
rally by Ted Kennedy, was trounced 
by a 2-to-I margin as the result of a 
revolt in Democratic ranks. Boston 
Mayor Kevin White won a landslide 
victory against avowed Kennedyite 
Joseph Timilty. In San Francisco, 
the liberal Dianne Feinstein machine 
has been forced into a runoff in the 
mayoral and District Attorney races. 

Very clearly, the mood in the 
American electorate is not going to
ward the brand of radical-liberalism 
that Kennedy represents. Nor, as 
many observers have pointed out, 
did Kennedy's television interviews 
over the previous weekend on the 
subject of Chappaquiddick redeem 
his political fortunes. Those willing 
to look past the unanswered ques
tions about the "incident" could 

hardly overlook the candidate's 
downright incoherency. 

Last spring, we predicted that the 
New York Council on Foreign Re
lations would field two prerigged 
nominees in the 1980 election-Alex
ander Haig for the Republicans, and 
Ted Kennedy for the Democrats. We 
also noted that Lyndon LaRouche's 
candidacy on a program openly 
counterposed to the CFR's plans and 
its habit of preselecting the presiden
tial choices could upset that scenario, 
which called for Haig (or a stand-in, 
like current GOP frontrunner John 
Connally) to win the election. 

Our international friends should 
now look closely at the outlook on 
the 1980 vote, just one year away. 
The CFR appears more than willing 
to destroy the Democratic Party en
tirely with a Carter-Kennedy show
down, in order to prevent the "La
Rouche option" from succeeding. 
But LaRouche now stands an excel
lent chance of reaping the disaffected 
Democratic (and Republican) vote 
that said goodbye to Dennis Kucif.l
ich in Cleveland. 

- Nora Hamerman 
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The Carter administration has em
barked on a plan to shut down nuclear 
power in the United States for good. 
Already the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission has declared a tempo
rary moratorium on the licensing of 
seven nuclear plants about to come 
into operation. The NRC is also con
sidering a Three Mile Island Com
mission recommendation that all nu
clear plants located within 10 miles 
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of a major urban center be shut 
down. 

Furthermore, by fostering a cli
mate of hysteria, the NRC has con
tributed to the closing of five out of 
six of the nation's commercial nucle
ar waste disposal sites-thus threat
ening the shutdown of all nuclear 
fission plants as well as vital cancer 
and medical diagnostics and treat
ment. 
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