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Agriculture by Susan B. Cohen 

Secretary Block tours Europe 

The U.S.- West German science cooperation agreement is only 
one of the high points. 

In what the West German press has 
hailed as "part of international ef
forts to solve the world food prob
lems," U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
John Block and West German Ag
riculture Minister Josef Ertl signed 
an agreement for scientific cooper
ation in food, agriculture, and for
estry last week in Bonn. 

It was one of the high points of 
Secretary Block's 12-day European 
tour that began with a presentation 
of American policy at the seventh 
ministerial session of the World 
Food Council in Belgrade on May 
26, and continued with business
oriented get-acquainted visits with 
government leaders and agricultur
al officials in Brussels, London, and 
Paris, in addition to Bonn. The trip 
is part of the administration's 
broad international diplomacy, and 
is specifically aimed at re-establish
ing and expanding productive trad
ing relations with major trading 
partners soured by the Carter em
bargo fiasco. Prior to leaving for 
Europe, Block dispatched a gov
ernment-industry export promo
tion team to Latin America, and 
trade missions to northern Africa 
and China are planned. 

Secretary Block's address to the 
World Food Council distinctly sep
arated U.S. policy from the "one
worldist" program for so-called 
world food banks and other forms 
of global food-supply manipula
tion ritually promoted by the 
World Food Council since its birth 
at the Rome World Food Confer-
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ence in 1974. Block emphasized the 
need for both developed and devel
oping countries to create their own 
food reserves, to build up the neces
sary storage infrastructure within 
their own countries as part of devel
oping a viable agricultural econo
my. The United States has led with 
its grain reserve policy, he said, but 
cannot continue to carry the burden 
for maintaining world food re
serves alone. The U.S. rejects inter
national coordination and control 
of such reserves, Secretary Block 
made clear. 

The agreement with West Ger
many coheres with this policy ori
entation; it is a good example of the 
constructive relations Secretary 
Block is demonstrably forging with 
our European allies. The agreement 
stipulated that the two countries 
will coordinate and share research 
in several crucial areas, among 
them production storage, waste re
cycling, and energy problems. West 
Germany has advanced technical 
approaches to certain research 
problems the United States recog
nizes as key, Secretary Block noted 
in Bonn, and it would be a costly 
mistake to duplicate efforts. 

Agriculture Minister Ertl is a 
key tactical ally of West German 
Chancellor Schmidt. West German 
agriculture, like the Schmidt gov
ernment, has been under siege by 
"greenie" environmentalists asso
ciated with Willy Brandt's Socialist 
International. A member of the rul
ing coalition partner party, the Free 

Democrats, Ertl recently delivered 
a memorable defense of high-tech
nology agriculture against the zero
growth fanatics within the FOP. 
"The forests which our greenies of 
today fight so hard for are in fact a 
product of the industrial revolu
tion," Ertl told the convention, 
adding that before the industrial 
revolution European agriculture 
stagnated and the continent suf
fered deforestation. 

Secretary Block also visited 
Brussels, where he conferred with 
European Community (EC) Agri
culture Commissioner Dalsager. 
There were several areas of U.S. 
concern regarding possible EC tar
iffs on American feedstuffs and the 
perennial annoyance the U.S. feels 
over the EC's generous export
credit program for wheat and other 
surplus agriculture goods. 

But Block made it clear that the 
United States considers the Com
mon Agriculture Policy (CAP), 
which is the target of disruptive 
British free-trade attacks, an "in
ternal matter" of the EC. He em
phasized that the U.S. fully intend
ed to remain competitive in agricul
tural markets, and would fight all
out to maintain and expand its mar
ket share. 

A commitment to "full consul
tation" on any problem was made, 
and Block also received assurances 
that the EC's 10,000 ton quota on 
high-quality beef imports from the 
U.S. would be upheld in the face of 
Canadian efforts to sabotage the 
trade plan by demanding "equal 
access" to the quota. 

The other high point of the tour 
was the secretary's announcement 
in London that U.S.-Soviets talks 
on grain sales this year and a new 
long-term agreement would resume 
in that city on June 8. 
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