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MiddleEastReport

by Robert Dreyfuss

Behind Ariel Sharon's power play
Many Israelis fear that the unprincipled Defense Minister
will be the next Prime Minister.
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Opposition to Sharon's power
play emerged late last year when
Sharon

year-old Arie Genger, an Israeli-
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American living in New York, as
his special assistant in charge of
military exports, with jurisdiction
over research and development, in
ternational contacts, and other sen
sitive areas. Never before had any
one person in Israel had so much
power over so diverse a field, in
cluding the military industries, the
defense ministry, and the army.
The public outcry over the Gen
ger appointment stemmed partially
from the fact that Genger, an
American citizen, was not qualified
for the job, having lived outside
Israel for the last 16 years.
What others found more worri
some was Genger's shady back
ground and his questionable con
nections to the Meshulam Riklis
empire. Riklis, who is, according to
Israeli sources, reputed to be tied to
organized crime kingpin Meyer
Lansky, picked up Genger years
ago, making him director of
Riklis's Rapid America Corpora
tion and other enterprises.
Because of the widespread op
position in Israel to the Genger ap
pointment, Sharon was forced to
back down. Genger, however, is
expected to be slipped into the posi
tion once the storm has subsided,
Israeli sources report.
Genger is currently working for
the Israeli mafia-linked Economic
Coordination
Minister
Yaacov
Meridor, "with much the same du
ties as Sharon would have given
him," according to the sources.
Why did Sharon go out on a
limb with Genger? "Because Riklis
owns Sharon," said one Israeli.
"And Sharon owes Riklis. It is a
sordid relationship.
"At least Begin has some princi
ples,"
the sources
continued.
"Sharon, however, has none. And
that is why he is so dangerous."
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