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Will Moscow pick up
lost U.S. influence
in the Middle East?
by Robert Dreyfuss, Middle East Editor

Thanks to the treachery of Secretary of State Alexander Haig, the Israeli
invasion of Lebanon has not only left tens of thousands dead and half of
Lebanon homeless, but it has virtually eliminated the remaining vestiges of
American influence in the Middle East. A Soviet military and political power
play is now set to unfold that will establish the U.S.S.R. as the region's only
true superpower.
Further, with Israeli troops teetering at the brink of an invasion of Beirut,
the region could become the scene of a superpower confrontation, since,
from all available evidence, the Soviet Union will not permit the destruction
by force of its allies in Syria and Lebanon.
From the beginning of the Israeli invasion, the U.S. government has
followed a British script. Lord Carrington-who still runs foreign policy
and the British Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) triggered the Israeli blitzkrieg
by orchestrating the attempted assassination of the Israeli Ambassador to
Britain, Shlomo Argov, withdrawing the ambassador's security screen with
out warning. The shooting of Argov in London on June 3 gave Israeli
Defense Minister Ariel Sharon the pretext he sought to unleash the Israeli
armed forces against Lebanon's cities and Palestinian camps.
The British, who, with the French, have rebuilt the World War I-era
"Entente Cordiale," viewed Israel's move into Lebanon as an opportunity to
displace the American influence in the Arab world-particularly in Saudi
Arabia-with a European-led "Third Force." By supporting Israel's massa
cre and refusing to demand an immediate Israeli withdrawal, a policy guided
by Haig, President Reagan has ensured that Arab faith in commitments from
the American superpower has evaporated.
But the Anglo-French alliance will soon discover that Western Europe is
a feeble force for stability in the world's hottest hotspot. Instead, as a result
of the war in Lebanon, the powerful regional influence of the Soviet Union
will gradually assert itself, not only among the area's radicals and in
Khomeini's Iran, but in the eyes of the moderate Arab states like Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, and even Egypt.
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Israel's General Ariel Sharon addressing a May 23. 1982 conference of the American Zionist Youth Foundation in New York City.
Sharon double-crossed his Anglo-American backers by extending the Israeli invasion of Lebanon.
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