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Editorial

Thrning point in Central America policy
Early in 1981, EIR warned that the civil war in Central
America could sabotage the potential of a new, inde
pendent and pro-growth policy following Ronald Rea
gan's 1980 electoral mandate. We also noted that an
alliance between the United States and Thero-America,
particularly the Republic of Mexico, was the key to
getting back to the "American Century" program of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and reversing the in
dustrial collapse that is leading the world toward nucle
ar war.
The crisis has ripened to a decisive point.
President Reagan's address to a joint session of
Congress on April 27 offered no dramatic new an
nouncements that changed the policy toward Central
America. The trap set for the administration on Central
American policy remains baited, but the President did
not fall into it head over foot. Reagan's enemies, who
hoped to nail him with a "new Vietnam" charge based
on this speech, went away disappointed.
Congress gave the President a hearing more appro
priate to a sporting event than to consideration of Amer
ican options in the Central American quagmire. The
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stationing missiles in either Cuba or Nicaragua, but
could include positioning submarines in waters adja
cent to the United States. The Central American con
flict will provide a hotbed for strategic miscalculation,
and thus possibly the trigger for nuclear war.
Second, the President attempted to beef up the "bi
partisan" nature of his appeal for more U.S. involve
ment, by citing the Cold War doctrines of the Truman
era. He thus chose to evoke precisely the historical
moment when FOR's postwar plans were jettisoned and
U.S. foreign policy was tucked back under the wings
of the British. A U.S. policy fiasco in Central America
is the major British lever for reversing the President's
March 23 announcement of a new strategic doctrine
based on defensive beam weapons against nuclear mis
siles. A British insider in the recent Anglo-Soviet
Roundtable discussions (see page 30) gloated that the
British assured their Moscow counterparts that Rea
gan's speech "is more a matter of rhetoric than of prac
tical policy." The same spokesman declared his view,
shared with the Soviets, that Reagan has gone "over the
end" on Central America.
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