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One year after the
KAL massacre: Who
rules Russia today?
by Criton Zoakos

In the 12 months which have passed since the cold-blooded murder of 269 innocent
civilians aboard KAL Flight 007 over Sakhalin Island by the Soviet Air Defense
forces, the Voiska PVO, the military personalities and policies which were con
cealed behind that act of brutality have come to the fore to assert their undisputed
position of overall leadership in the Soviet Union's political establishment.
The man who gave the orders to shoot the airliner, General of the Army
Vladimir Govorov, is now deputy defense minister; his deputy at the time of the
shooting, General of the Army Ivan Tretyak, has since been promoted to Com
mander-in-Chief of the Far East Theater Command. The promotion of these two
was merely part of an overall change of guard in internal Russian power relations
in which the Russian military took directly in its hands the affairs of the empire.
The change of guard was best symbolized by the extraordinary theatrical perfor
mances of Marshal of the Soviet Union Nikolai V. Ogarkov before Moscow's
international press corps right after the KAL massacre.
Russia's uniformed elite chose to come to the fore at that time, and selected
the brutal act of massacring civilians to announce the event, for the purpose of
leading in its own name the concluding phase of the drive to establish unchallenged
world hegemony by approximately 1988.

Watershed at Erice
A careful review of developments in Soviet society over the past year would
convince any reasonable person that this sudden ascent to public prominence of
Russia's uniformed leaders was not based on either caprice or accident. Manage
ment of the economy has passed into the hands of Marshal Ogarkov's General
Staff; the military has also taken direct control of day-to-day foreign policy,
transportation, energy policy, the "use of human resources," including a general
reorganization of the educational system on the basis of guidelines dictated per
sonally by Marshal Ogarkov.
Uppermost among the tasks addressed by this mobilization of the Russian
military command is to prevent, even by means of pre-emptive nuclear war, the
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Sovie(1party leader
Chernenko is applauded by
Marshals UstiilOV, Ogarkov,
and Kulikov before an
audience of young
communists in the military,
on May 28, 1984. Displaying
the xenophobia and "blood
and-soil" fanaticism which is
increasingly characteristic of
public pronouncements by
Soviet leaders, Chernenko
exhorted Soviet youth to
"hate the enemies of the
Motherland ...
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Reagan's proposal to the Russians was: Let us jointly, or
EIR

August 28, 1984

out their purpose, except to the extent that they have made
countless allusions to their readiness to go to nuclear war as
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an ultimate resort. All such statements, the record shows,

cific cultural values and practices which give rise to demo

were careful to show that the one thing which would make
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Where is the 'focus of evil?'
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