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Vatican

by Augustinus

Toward an international debt summit
Since his returnfrom [bero-America, the Pope and the Vatican
newspaper have stressed social justice against" high finance. "

general of the International Labor Or
ganization, Francis Blanchard, who
declared: "The severe conditions im
posed by the IMF and other financial
organisms to grant loans to heavily
indebted Third World countries could
threaten the social peace in these states.
The reduction of many social services
and the rigid policies to reduce infla
tion have caused in various countries
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"Never," he asserted, "must any
one lack bread!"
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growing poverty and unemployment."
Another article in the same issue

of Osservatore denounced the emerg
ing famine caused by the IMF's con
ditionalities in Bolivia.

Then, the intervention of the Holy
See's observer at the United Nations'

31st session on narcotics, concluded a
few weeks ago in Vienna, was used to
denounce "a gigantic international
conspiracy of ruthless and cruel high
finance."
Monsignor Ceirano also accused
the traffickers in drugs of wanting to
take control of entire countries and so
cieties and of accumulating immense
sums at the price of the destruction and
destabilization of entire nations. The
Vatican delegate underlined the firm
position of the Holy See against all
types of legalization, even partial, of
drug consumption.
Another important initiative taken
by the Pope when he returned to Rome
is the constitution of a new Vatican
organism, the Pontifical Pastoral
Commission on Health Workers. The
creation of this Vatican "health min
istry" was announced as the Pope pre
sented the Apostolic letter, Dolentium
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Hominum (On Suffering Humanity).

The new commission's special

which violate the sacredness of human
life:

Nazi-style
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euthanasia.
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