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NMO's exposed
Northern Flank:
the debate begins
by Vivian Freyre Zoakos

In this issue of EIR. we reprint some of the recent speeches by leading military
leaders of Scandinavian countries. testifying to a fact of which regular readers of
the Northern Flank column in EIR are well aware: The extremely exposed military
situation of Europe's Northern Flank. In the Scandinavian countries themselves,
this has now become a matter of urgent concern and debate.
Thus far, the political leadership in these countries has repudiated the well
documented demands from their military experts fpr increased defense spending,
if any measure of security is to be reestablished in Europe's northern region.
In Sweden, for instance, Commander-in-Chief General Lennart Ljung has
called for defense expenditure of Skr l 25 billion ,($5.5 billion) for the 1987-92
period. This would be Skr8 billion more than anything the government has so far
proposed or is willing to spend.
In the case of Norway, Commander-in-Chief Gen. Fredrik Bull-Hansen has
repeatedly pointed out that the govern�ent's present defense budget will mean,
among other cuts, that "almost half the Army will lose its dynamic operational
function."
The military exposure of the Northern Flank has in fact become so acute, that
leading military personnel such as the Swedish Naval Commander Hans von
Hofsten, recently went so far as to broach in public the question of neutral Swe
den's entry into the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza�ion (NATO)-entirely without
precedent in the postwar history of the nation, until recently, when the European
Labor Party (EAP) in Sweden began to campaign pn just that point. Von Hofsten
raised the subject at a public meeting in Stockholm on Feb. 6, positing NATO
membership as one extreme possible measure that could stave off the increasing
likelihood of either a Soviet attack, or Soviet political blackmail based on the
Warsaw Pact's overwhelming superiority in the region.
One could perhaps attempt to argue, particularly in the case of Sweden, that
the political leadership is unresponsive to the military experts' warnings because
of a different political orientation. Certainly, in the case of Swedish Prime Minister
Olof Palme, Europe has one of the most notorious Soviet appeasers currently in
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