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Business Briefs
Drugs

Argentina legalizes
'personal' possession
Argentina's Senate voted on Aug. 29 to le
galize possession of a "personal dose" of
drugs for individual citizens.
The proposal, introduced at a time when
illegal drug consumption is skyrocketing in
Argentina, was supported by both Peronists
and Radical party members, who reportedly
feared that a negative vote would have cost
them their re-election.
Psychologists and doctors, meanwhile,
are expressing alarm at the practices of the
Pareger-Bild Foundation in Argentina, a
group that aids the families of terminal can
cer patients, and reportedly provides heavy
doses of morphine for the patients housed in
hospices. Specialists who have done work
associated with the Foundation report un
limited amounts of morphine available for
patients.
This foundation is reportedly tied to cir
cles set up by Anna Freud, the daughter of
Sigmund Freud, and is bringing personnel
to Buenos Aires from the Royal Marden
Medical Hospital of London and the
Churchill Hospital of Oxford to give semi
nars on their methodology.

Industry

Decline in
robotics predicted
The robotics industry, once considered a
"sunrise" industry, is expected to decline by
at least 20% in 1987 from 1986 levels, ac
cording to the Detroit News on Aug. 18.
Laura Conigliaro, a robotics analyst with
Prudential Bache Securities, Inc., told the
News that robotics sales in the United States
during 1987 will be "considerably down."
''The unfortunate thing is that every
thing revolves around the automotive indus
try," said Mike Mead, executive vice-pres
ident of Kuka Wilding Systems and Robot
Corp. in Sterling Heights, Michigan, who
estimates 80-85% of Kuka's business is au
tomotive-related.
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"Another related and very important
reason is that capital spending, in general,
has been weak," Conigliaro told the news
paper. "When it is weak, you don't get com
panies stepping up to the plate and trying out
new technology."
In mid-August, GMF Robotics Corp.
announced it would reduce its workforce
from 700 to 200 by the end of the year.

Gemuzny

$13.5 million already appropriated but not
spent this year, however, will not be forth
coming, and plans for any future aid pr0grams will be dropped from the annual for
eign-aid request to Congress.
"We deeply regret that Zimbabwe's in
sensitivity forced us to take this decision,"
said State Department spokesman Charles
Redman on Sept. 2. "The problem is not
political differences, but Zimbabwe's un
willingness to conduct its relations with us
according to accepted norms of diplomatic
civility and practice."

Anti-nuke plan will
kill jobs, hike taxes
The plan of the West German Social Dem
ocratic Party (SPD) for a non-nuclear econ
omy would eliminate 200,000 jobs in West
Germany, according to a study released by
the RWI (Rheinisch-Westflilisches Institut
fUr Wirtschaftsforschung) in early Septem
ber.
The dismantling of the nuclear technol
ogy sector, part of the SPD program in its
campaign for the chancellorship in January
1987, would destroy 100,000 jobs during
each of the first two years of implementa
tion.
The plan would also reduce the growth
rate of the German economy from 2.5% per
year to 1.5%. Such a reduction would cause
a drastic drop in the government's annual
tax revenue of 7.5 billion deutschemarks.
Drastic increases in energy prices and taxes
would be necessary to compensate for the
losses.

InterMtionai Aid

State Department
cuts otT Zimbabwe
The State Department announced on Sept. 2
an end to economic aid to Zimbabwe be
cause of repeated statements from Zim
babwe's governmellt offensive to the United
States.
About $7 million already committed to
specific'projects will be permitted to go for
ward, as well as several regional programs;

Genocide

World Bank: Reduce
Africa's population!
Population control in Africa is becoming the
top priority of the World Bank in its ap
proach to the African continent, the Finan
cial Times of London reported on Sept. 4,
under the headline, "Africa Threatened by
Population Growth."
The World Bank has thereby admitted
officially that it has no interest in developing
the agriculture, industry and infrastructure
of the continent, so that the relatively empty
land mass could sustain more people at ris
ing standards of living.
The World Bank's report released on
Sept. 3 in Washington, D.C. asserts that
"strict population control" is the only thing
that may prevent Africa's population from
reaching 2 billion by the middle of the 21st
century.
The report states that an unchecked birth
rate in Africa could mean the "loss of long
run potential for higher economic growth
and raising living standards, higher mae
t r
nal and child mortality . . . further degra
dation of the national environment . . . tigh
ter constraints on extending education and
basic health care . . . and falling wages as
the labor force grows more rapidly than
complementary investments."
The report calls for a five- to six-fold
increase in the amounts of international aid
currently spent on birth control in the re
gion, and recommends, says the London
Guardian. that population control become
the Bank's priority in the region.
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