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Congressional Closeup

by Ronald Kokinda and Kathleen Klenetsky
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sure with any potential for discrimi
nation, the full potential is relentlessly
realized and virulent discrimination
results," he said.
Those individuals who arrived in
the United States illegally before Jan.
1, 1982 could eventually achieve legal
status and citizenship. Those who
worked in agriculture for 90 days be
tween May 1, 1985 and May 1, 1986,
or for the last three years, could get
permanent resident status. Penalties
are added for use of forged docu
ments.
Sen. Pete Domenici (R-N.M.)
voted against the bill because he said
it would "create an administrative
nightmare" and be an "invitation to
disaster." The chief architect of the
bill, Sen. Alan Simpson (R-Wyo.) ad
mitted that "there will be tremendous
administration problems."
Throughout the immigration de
bate over the past six years, not one
individual addressed the IMF-induced
economic disasters in Mexico and
Central America which have led to the
large number of aliens arriving in the
United States.

S

enate liberals gut
tougher anti-drug bill

Senate liberals led by retiring Sen.
Charles McC. Mathias, Jr. (R-Md.)
succeeded in stripping the drug bill of
its tougher provisions before Con
gress overwhelmingly passed the leg
islation.
Mathias led a filibuster against the
death penalty being included in the
bill. An attempt to cut off the filibuster
on Oct. 15, which needed 60 votes,
failed 58 to 38. Mathias and others had
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earlier succeeded in blocking a relax
ation of judicial rules of evidence to
allow into trials evidence that was ob
tained by law-enforcement officers
"improperly, but in good faith."
On Oct. 17, the House passed the
drug bill on a 378 to 16 vote, which
was accompanied by a resolution in
favor of the death penalty for drug
related crimes, but without the force
of law. The Senate passed the bill by
voice vote on the same day.
Rep. George Gekas (R-Pa.) com
plained that the bill without these pro
visions, especially the death penalty,
would be "simply throwing money at
the problems."
During the current year the Coast
Guard, Customs Service, Drug En
forcement Agency, and others in
volved in drug law enforcement, will
receive roughly $500 million in addi
tional funding. State and local law en
forcement agencies will receive
roughly $690 million in grants over
the next three years. Additionally there
is money for prison construction, in
ternational drug control efforts, and
domestic drug education programs.
The bill is expected to cost about $1.7
billion. Criminal penalties for most
major drug offenses are also in
creased.

G

ilman warns of
Libyan role on Malta

"While respecting the sovereignty of
Malta, we should do our utmost to
ensure that the coming elections be
free from fraud and return a govern
ment reflecting the will of a majority
of the Maltese people," Rep. Benja
min Gilman (R-N.Y.) said in a piece

entitled "The United States-Malta re
lationship and Democracy in Malta:
Menaced by Libyan Influence?" en
tered into the Oct. 17 Congressional

Record.

Gilman warned that Malta has be
come a virtual Libyan client state
which is not reflective of the will of
the Maltese people, but attributable to
"deficiencies in the democratic pro
cess." He pointed out that the pro
Western Nationalist Party won 51 % of
the vote in the 1981 elections, but the
Socialists won a majority of parlia
mentary seats which was "widely at
tributed to gerrymandering and other
irregularities." New elections are due
this year or early 1987.
Among the spate of pro-Libyan
actions taken by Malta, Gilman cited
the following: The Maltese govern
ment said it warned Qaddafi "in ad
vance of our raid on his terrorist facil
ities last April"; Maltese Prime Min
ister Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici's Jan
uary pledge of support for Libya, al
legedly given under the terms of a
treaty of cooperation concluded in
November 1984 which has led to Lib
yan supply of arms and training to
Malta, and which binds the two coun
tries to engage in "a continuous ex
change of information on matters of
special interest to the mutual security
and defense purposes of the other
side"; the recruiting of Libyan terror
ists through the Maltese press, includ
ing a paid ad in the pro-government
weekly Weekend Chronicle."
Gilman said: "It is time for the
West to take a hard look at the situa
tion on Malta befdre it is too late." He
called on the nations of Western Eu
rope to also "face up to their respon
sibilities because they are Malta's main
economic partners."
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