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Congressional Closeup

H

ouse slashes defense
spending for fiscal 1989
The House approved a $282.6 billion
defense bill by a vote of 360-53, ef
fectively cutting the current budget by
as much as 10% in real terms. The bill
cuts the SDI budget to $2.5 billion,
while providing more money for drug

interdiction, and transfers $60 million
of the Navy's funds to the Coast Guard.
The legislation would give the Penta
gon $556.6 million less than. the
amount

requested

by

the

Reagan

administration.
The bill funds all Pentagon oper
ations for the year beginning Oct.

1

except military construction projects,
civil defense, and nuclear warheads,
which are covered by other legisla
tion. A similar spending bill is now
pending in the Senate.
There was unusually little conflict
in the debate on the bill compared to
previous years. Rather, the real battle
over arms-control provisions is being
waged in the debate surrounding Pen
tagon authorization proposals, cur
rently being considered by a House
Senate conference committee.
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income-support payments to farmers.

consideration of weapons systems.

Spending in the measure is $12 billion
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sabotages space station

conduct of numerous congressmen are

The Senate Appropriations subcom
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One of the issues being raised is
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whether congressmen receiving a con

At that time, the new administra
tion will have to determine whether to
continue support for the project, which

Defense Appropriations subcommit

siderable amount of their campaign

tee, was fonnerly Speaker of the Flor

funding from political action commit

ida House of Representatives. In his

tee (PAC) contributions are not being

NASA officials have said, at this level

capacity as subcommittee chainnan,

unduly influenced in their political de

of funding, would probably be better

he has naturally played a role in the

cision-making. A recent book by a

abandoned.
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