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Andean Report

by Peter Rush

IMF austerity hits Venezuela
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Carlos Andres PerezJears a coup attempt, as criticisms oj
austerity mount, and crime sweeps the country.
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best-known columnists Rafael Poleo,

15%,

1989, he added, "and this time,

with more increases to follow later in

ing of

the year.
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he fears a possible coup, and believes
that there is a military conspiracy
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ly against the new measures.
One indication of the devastating
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Nuevo Pais Jan. 9, and for this reason
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already

20% unemployment

rate, responded with anger against the
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regime, amidst warnings of another
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