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offered to mediate East German-Israeli contacts, proposing
that the G.D.R. work through the Israeli ambassador in Bu
charest, Romania.
According to Wolffsohn, the G.D.R. minister had some
grounds for believing that Bronfman could deliver on his
pledge to block reunification. In a Foreign Ministry memo
written on April 19, 1988 by U.S.A. Department official
Norbert Reemer, Stem is quoted in a meeting the previous
day with Fischer as boasting that the WJC "disposes of con
siderable worldwide political and economic influence and
has the right of participation in all political decisions in the
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Bronfman himself is the son of a Prohibition-era bootlegger,
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whose smuggling routes between Canada and the United
States today represent one of the major paths of narcotics
into the continent.
Bronfman's WJC has launched a major propaganda effort

Thatcherism not popular inl Beijing
What does this all mean? While preliminary readings
would indicate that the internal power struggles between
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The Chinese leadership has consistently been warning
the Soviets and Eastern Europe about the dangers of too
rapid "reform" for the past year. Prime Minister Li Peng,
speaking in Manila Dec. 17, stated: "In the previous year,
and also in the first of this year, dramatic and profound chang
es have taken place in Eastern Europe, but what have those
changes brought about for the people in Eastern Europe?
Bread or happiness?" Li said. "The answer is no, because
those changes have only brought chaos, and also unemploy
ment for the people of those countries, and almost all those
countries have now been plagued by profound crisis of all
kinds. As for the Chinese government and the Chinese peo
ple, we will stick to the socialist world."

form" by the Chinese as an open invitation for full-scale
invasion, were disappointed, British and American press
coverage of the plenum made clear. Beijing threw them few
bones. The plenum resolved that "structural changes" are
necessary in China, in enterpris�s, prices, taxation, banking,
labor, and wages, and stated thllt "these reforms should cen
ter around the goal of establishihg a new economic system."
Just what this new economic s)!stem is, was not elaborated.
It should, however, "be accoII1panied by greater efforts to
build a system of overall regUlation and control," the commu
nique stated.
Military strongman President Yang Shangkun spoke on
Beijing radio Jan. 1 for the benefit of the gullible abroad,

There is no question that Li is also fully aware of the
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disastrous economic situation of the Philippines, America's

world and friends from around the world are welcome to visit

protectorate in Asia, which is now allocating about 40% of
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editorial was unambiguous. "It is imperative to persist in

chaos, and ever-worsening poverty in the wake of the Anglo
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American engineered Persian Gulf crisis.
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national forces, and inspire patriotism and socialist con
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struction."
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that it would not work. Liu was in Moscow for discussions

It is no coincidence that Dtng Xiaoping, 86, made his
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plenum began-to prove he is still alive. It was Dtng, the
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onstrators in Tiananmen Square on June 4, 1989, protesting
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halfway, and even that has not been easy. Change can't come

of the Communist leaders. The same week, on the 97th anni

with a simple order from above, as some foreigners think.

versary of Mao Zedong's birth,! the People's Daily carried a

There are vested interests that have to be dealt with."

full-page tribute to Mao. The dfficial daily gave front-page

"The most important lesson is that you must start by

coverage of a speech by Bo Yibo, vice-chairman of the Cen

reforming the economy, not politics," Liu said. Getting

tral Advisory Commission of the Communist Party, the

things the wrong way around as the Soviets have, invites

stronghold of China's "Gang of Ancients," who deplored

chaos, he said. For reform to work, people must feel better

weakness in the party's recent theoretical work, and claimed

off, not freer to complain.

that it was "Mao Zedong's Thought" that gave rise to China's
Open Door policy.

Internal battle rages
The battle over the growing autarchy of China's provinc
es, which delayed the plenum, the first since March, for a
full three months, is by no means resolved. According to one
Western press report, the plenum, originally scheduled to
last four days, had to be extended to six because of continued
wrangling. The communique was most circumspect on this
question: "It is necessary to handle properly the relations
between the central and local authorities and between the

s career expires, the
'From the prison in which the
influence of the statesman is
toward the summits of
his life's providential course. Sillce Solon, the Socratic meth
od has become the mark of the great Western statesman.
Without the reemergence of that leadership, our imperiled
civilization will not survive this century's waning years.'
'-Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr.

state and the enterprises, and give full scope to the initiative
of both." The official China Daily commented Jan. 1 that
"The irrational division of revenues between the central and
local authorities . . . remains unresolved as the new year
begins. . . . The correction of such an irrational division"
would help reduce Beijing's projected $2 billion budget
deficit.
The Thatcherites, usually ready to see any hint of "re56
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