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Congressional Closeup
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the assassination of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
According to the June 14 Wash
ington Post, the Indian press opined:
"The CIA killed Gandhi because he
was a strong leader who would have
transformed India into a great world
power that would have challenged the
United States on the international
stage." The article quoted from an ar
ticle in the Indian weekly Sunday Ob
server, that it is "the desire of the in
dustrialized world, particularly the
United States, to ensure that India, Pa
kistan, and Bangladesh remain im
poverished, weak, and unstable."
In attempting to disprove these
charges, Bereuter cited Executive Or
der 12333 as absolutely prohibiting
assassinations. Bereuter claims that
"as a result of this ban on assassina
tions, the Executive branch of the
U.S. government does not directly or
indirectly assassinate people." Fur
ther, he said, the rationale cited in the
article was totally inconsistent with
the facts, claiming that the polices of
the United States were directed to
ward helping India achieve stability
and climb out of poverty.
Bereuter accused India's "ruling
elite" of needing a massive course of
group therapy and of attempting to
distract the attention of the Indian peo
ple from those responsible for "the
mess India is in."

D

ingell begins
probe of EPA fraud

The Oversight and Investigations
Subcommittee of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee, both
chaired by Rep. John D. Dingell (D
Mich.), have audited the Environ
mental Protection Agency and charge
that the EPA failed to pursue potential
waste and fraud in over $8.6 billion
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worth of government contracts, in
cluding work on the Superfund haz
ardous waste cleanup program.
Backed by the committee's rank
ing minority member, Rep. Thomas
J. Bliley,Jr. (R-Va.), the charges may
blow the lid off some gigantic envi
ronmentalist scams. Most of the mon
ey being spent on "environmental"
restoration is lining the pockets of
lawyers and consultants, and little is
being used to remedy the alleged di
sasters. Environmental regulations
have cost the U.S. economy over $1.2
trillion since 1972, according to offi
cial EPA figures.

S

enate vote maintains
Space Station funding

The Senate endorsed onJuly 17 the $2
billion requested by the Bush adminis
tration to continue Space Station
Freedom.
The announcement the same week
that the administration underesti
mated the 1992 deficit by nearly $70
billion had provided fuel for those
who wanted to junk all "big-ticket
items" like the Space Station.
Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-Ark.), a
liberal, led the pack against the Space
Station, proposing to eliminate the en
tire $2 billion from the 1992 spending
bill. He argued that the "health of vet
erans, the benefits of real and relevant
scientific research, and the prudence
of deficit reduction" should rule over
the "empty promises" of the Space
Station.
Lobbying for full Space Station
funding by committee chairman Sen.
Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.), a liberal
who has been a strong supporter of
the space program, and others, helped
carry the day in the Senate. Mikulski
called the station "a national institute
of space science in the sky,'; and com-

plained that people,can't have "a 19th
century attitude for 21st-century chal
lenges."
Jake Gam (R-Utah), the only sen
ator who has been in space while in
office, pointed o,t that the break
throughs which would come out of the
Space Station could not be concretely
indicated beforehand, but insisted that
they would be of a fundamental na
ture. Gam said that one of the major
results of the spac� program was the
development of the pacemaker, which
has saved thousands of lives.
Sen. Bob Graham
(D-Fla.)
pointed out that there were 15 coun
tries involved in the development of
Space Station Freedom which had
pledged $8 billion collectively to the
project. "Cancellation of the program
would hurt our abiiity to participate in
future multinational scientific ven
tures," he said. The Senate rejected
the Bumpers amendment 64-35.

D eConcini proposes steps
to recognize Baltics

Sen. Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz.) on
July 19 announced that he was spon
soring a Senate Joint Resolution
which would require the Bush admin
istration to take iconcrete steps to
wards recognizin� the Baltic states of
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia.
DeConcini is seeking four steps:
establishing an iXmerican presence,
such as an information office, in each
of the Baltic states; channeling gov
ernment and private assistance direct
ly to the Baltic states; recognizing and
establishing direct ties with their Par
liaments; and proposing observer sta
tus for the Baltics ih the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe
(CSCE) at the next opportunity.
A similar reso�ution is being spon
sored in the HoUse by Rep. Steny
Hoyer (D-Md.)
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