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Dateline Mexico byCarlosCotaMeza 

Religious conflict in the wings? 
The Salinas de Gortari government wants the Vatican to support 
its economic model of "savage capitalism." 

On Jan. 10, the archbishop of Yu
catan, Manuel Castro Ruiz, publicly 
warned of the danger that "either 
through personal or group interests, 
religion be used as an instrument of 
power, producing conflict and con
frontation." He continued that "by no 
means can a resurgence of fundamen
talism and fanaticism be permitted. 
We cannot allow ourselves to be se
duced by an apparent security which, 
sooner or later, will end up being shat
tered." 

Coming shortly after the Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari government re
formed Article 130 of the Constitu
tion, granting the Catholic Church of
ficial recognition which had been 
denied it for almost a century, the 
archbishop's warnings are highly sig
nificant, not only for Mexico's past, 
but also for its present and future. Dur
ing the 1920s and 1930s, Yucatan, 
like Tabasco, Campeche, and Chia
pas, was tom apart by religious war
fare when Garrido Canaval (a.k.a. 
The Red Scorpion) founded the So
cialist Party of the Southeast under the 
slogan of "annihilating the Catholic 
Church," with the intention of creat
ing a "new religion." 

To what degree the Church partic
ipated in the reform is unknown. What 
is known is that members of Mexican 
masonry wrote it. Key among them 
were federal deputy from the ruling 
PRI party Manuel Jimenez Guzman, 
Grand Master of the Orient Lodge, 
and Guanajuato Deputy Luis Danton 
Rodriguez. 

Inside the PRI's hierarchy, debate 
on the reform was reportedly intense. 
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The chief adviser to the Presidency of 
the Republic, Joseph Marie Cordova 
Montoya, was called upon to explain 
the Executive's motives. Unofficial 
versions of Joseph Marie Cordova's 
argument emphasized that the key 
word was not "recognition," but "con
trol." In exchange for certain "conces
sions" from the government, the 
Church would guarantee political con
trol of the largely Catholic population, 
especially in rural areas, keep the Na
tional Action Party (PAN) in line, and 
give its political support to the Salinas 
government. 

From the standpoint of the govern
ment and the Masons, the aim is clear. 
They want both to have the Vatican's 
support for their Protestant and utili
tarian economic model of "savage 
capitalism," while ensuring that no 
moral political opposition to that mod
el arises. At no time during the public 
discussion of the constitutional re
forms has the spiritual recognition of 
Catholicism, or the sacred supremacy 
of human life it upholds, been af
firmed. In fact, Catholicism is given 
the same status as other creeds. 

On Jan. 1, after celebrating mass 
at the Basilica of Guadalupe, papal 
representative Msgr. Jeronimo Prigi
one told a press conference that the 
country's bishops "ended 1991 with 
satisfaction." He urged them to con
tinue "protecting national unity and 
concord. . . because Mexico is grow
ing and the President has a firm hand, 
intelligence, and a vision of the fu
ture." On the national economic situa
tion, he added, "let's not speak of belt
tightening, we have to be realistic." 

Similarly, in his New Year's hom
ily, Mexico's Primate, Cardinal Er
nesto Corripio Ahumada, announced 
that "the Chur¢h will collaborate in 
governmental actions such as the Na
tional Solidarit~ Program, and calls 
on Mexicans to back the negotiations 
for a Free Trad¢ Agreement" with the 
United States and Canada, "as bene
fits are expected for Mexican so
ciety." 

Such assertions from the Church's 
top leaders can only cause confusion 
and discourage~ent among the faith
ful who, being I'realistic," derive few 
of the "benefits" promised. 

On the other hand, in commenting 
on the Free 1jrade Agreement, the 
Church's Social Pastoral Commis
sion, presided over by Archbishop 
Hector Gonzalez Martinez, argued 
that "Mexico's future is very discon
certing. It is doubtful that our country 
will resolve its growing social ine
qualities within the framework of a 
free market wi\fl the United States." 

The Church's Commission on the 
Family, led by: Archbishop Norberto 
Rivera, recently denounced "the anti
natalist campaigns promoted by the 
health sector and the National Council 
on Population." They "are criminal, 
unjust, immoral, and violate human 
rights," he said~ "Instead of helping to 
eliminate poverty, our politicians and 
many foreign agencies and govern
ments seek to ~stroy human life with 
contraception, ; sterilization, and 
abortion." 

These contrasting views indicate 
that no constitqtional reform based on 
positivist law will fool natural law: 
Human life is sacred. Hence, Arch
bishop Castro Ruiz's warning to peo
ple not to be se!duced by an "apparent 
security." Difflcult times for Mexico 
are yet tocome. The Prelate of Yuca
tan affirmed th,t "man's dignified bat
tle is against aljl types of egotism, op
pression, hate ,I and violence." 
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