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Olszewski cabinet had to proceed without any budget at all.
The government worsened its own situation even further
when it made the tactical mistake of attempting to parry

Stormy times lie
ahead for Poland
by Frank Hahn

pressure from the left by publishing the lists of former agents
of the Polish communist secret service. It would have been
far smarter and more statesmanlike, had Olszewski followed
up the Supreme Court decision by declaring the entire IMF
package to be unconstitutional. In this way he could have
exposed the hypocrisy of the old communists, who up to then
had spared the IMF from any frontal attacks-most likely
because the IMF's measures for currency devaluation, bud
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ment, despite all its well-meaning intentions and assurances,
never really challenged the IMF's scorched-earth policy in
open battle, and this unwillingness to act became grist for
the mill of Olszewski's opposition.

Pawlak doomed to failure
Political observers in Warsaw believe it highly unlikely
that the designated prime minister, Pawlak, can succeed in
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forming a new government, since at present he is immersed
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but in fact the IMF's name was not mentioned once during
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double function of President and prime minister, seems quite
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entire package, the effect was to plunge Olszewski into a

in the meantime for a broad alliance against the "recommu

dilemma, which was precisely what the former communists

nizing" of Poland. The Center Alliance, the Christian-Na

wanted to happen. The government had the choice of either

tional Union, and the Land Solidarity Party (PL) have all

acting in open violation of the Constitution, or of paying out

signed a joint declaration on the coming collapse of the Paw

retroactively the wages demanded by the court, which would

lak government. Political observers in Warsaw and Poznan
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