Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 19, Number 37, September 18, 1992

Report from Rio

by Geraldo Lino

Collor looks for escape hatch
The church, the army, and the people marching in the street all
want Collor out, but what about the establishment?

A

lthoUgh Brazilian President Fer
nando Collor de Mello has lost his
mandate to govern because of the brib
ery and corruption scandal against
him, he has given no sign that he will
voluntarily give up his office anytime
soon. Indeed, Collor appears to be
betting that a combination of bribes,
legal flim-flam, and parliamentary
cretinism will save his job, notwith
standing his lack of support among
Brazil's elites, the military, the Cath
olic Church, and the 75% of the peo
ple who have told pollsters that they
want him out, and who are marching
in the streets by the millions de
manding his removal.
The Washington Post is one An
glo-American establishment mouth
piece that believes Collor may have a
chance to pull it off. "The laws gov
erning the impeachment process are
ill-defined, so he may be able to win
time with legal maneuvers," the Post
said in a Sept. 8 article. Collor can
also allocate federal funds to get poli
ticians on his side. The article added
that according to a recent poll, most
Brazilians "do not trust the Congress
that is to decide Collor's fate."
Whether that will be enough to
stanch the damaging effect of the flood
of daily revelations about official cor
ruption, remains to be seen. The latest
was a 10-page spread in the Sept. 9 is
sue of the newsweekly Veja, dedicated
to the gardens installed in Collor's pri
vate residence in Brazilia. Built with
$2.5 million from the funds handled by
Collor's campaign treasurer, busi
nessman Paulo Cesar Farias, Collor's
"Babylonian gardens" include eight
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artificial waterfalls. Insultingly refer
ring to Collor as a "sybarite," Veja not
ed that the President started building
his "private Disneyland" at a time
when most Brazilians were being
forced to live in reduced circum
stances because their savings were
confiscated by the fiscal measures de
creed by Collor at the beginning of his
term. But Farias and others in the presi
dential inner circle knew to take out
their money in advance of the mea
sures.
Because of the President's grow
ing unpopUlarity, the military, in par
ticular, feared that there would be un
controllable protest demonstrations
during the official Sept. 7 Indepen
dence Day celebrations, even by
members of Brazil's Armed Forces.
There were even published reports
that a group of officers would refuse
to salute Collor during the military pa
rade. To avoid incidents, a number
of changes were made. Instead of an
open car, the President arrived by heli
copter, and the traditional review of
the troops was canceled.
Despite the precautions, Collor
was booed by the public, many of
whom where dressed in black as a sign
of protest. Later, Collor's reception
for the diplomatic corp was marred by
a noisy bunch of demonstrators out
side the Foreign Ministry.
Disruption and ridicule aside,
Collor's strategy is to use every politi
cal and legal trick at his disposal to
remain in office until the end of his
term. His first line of defense is to
avoid the opening of a formal im
peachment process, for which he

needs the support of one-third of the
lower housei of Brazil's Congress.
Also, accor�ing to the Sept. 7 issue
of the weeIdy Relatorio Reservado,
Collor is attempting to open channels
to negotiate what he considers an
"honorable withdrawal," an arrange
ment by which he would remain as
head of state, anticipating that a par
liamentary n�gime will be adopted in
the plebicite scheduled for 1993.
On the Qther hand, the ranks of
those seekin a rapid resolution to the
crisis are al$o growing, particularly
among the mJilitary. The Sept. 5 0 Es
tado de Sao Paulo reported that a
group of res�rve officers that includes
former Min.ster of the Army Gen.
Leonidas Pires Goncalves, and the
chairman ot1 the influential Military
Club, Newton Cerqueria, has declared
itself in fav�r of strong measures to
force Collot's resignation. Collor's
erstwhile backer, Lincoln Pereira da
Cunha, head of Sao Paulo's Federa
tion of Commercial Associations, said
that "an anxious nation awaits a bold
act by the President," according to the
Sept. 4 FoNia de Sao Paulo. Until
now, the ¢omrnercial associations
were among Collor's strongest sup
porters and an important channel of in
fluence for' the Anglo-Americans'
"Project Democracy" in Brazil.
Perhaps even more serious, is that
Collor may be losing what the Chinese
call the "mandate of heaven." Among
the many aJilti-Collor demonstrations
on Independence Day, one of the most
significant Was the one staged in the
town of Aparecida, where thousands
marched in front of the basilica hous
ing the revered and reputedly miracu
lous statue of the black Virgin Mary
known as Our Lady of Aparecida,
Brazil's patron saint. The marchers
were responding to a call by the Na
tional BishdpS Conference for Brazil
ians to pray for an end to corruption
and the country's "moral crisis. "
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