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National News

Tennessee black caucus:
Remove Klan statues
The Black Caucus of the Tennessee State
Legislature passed a resolution at their 19th
Annual Legislative Retreat in Memphis
Nov. 18-21, calling for the U.S. govern
ment to remove the statue of Ku Klux Klan
founder Albert Pike from Judiciary Square
in Washington, D.C.and the state govern
ment to remove a bust of Klan leader Nathan
Bedford Forrest from the state capitol.The
resolution will be presented to the ful1 state
legislature when it reconvenes in January.
The resolution read in part:
"Whereas both Albert Pike and Nathan
Bedford Forrest were among a small group
of Confederate generals who held several
meetings in Nashville, at the Maxwel1
House Hotel, to form the Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan; and
"Whereas Pike was the chief judiciary
officer of the KKK, and the Grand Dragon
of the KKK for Arkansas; and Forrest was
the Imperial Wizard of the KKK; and
"Whereas these statues are an affront to
the citizens of the state of Tennessee, the
United , States, and anyone who has ever
looked to the United States as a bastion of
freedom, and especially to those who risked
or gave their lives for freedom:
"Therefore the Black Caucus of the Ten
nessee State Legislature hereby calls,for the
immediate removal of the Albert Pike statue
from federal property, and the removal of
the bust of Nathan Bedford Forrest from the
Tennessee State Capitol Building."

Roanoke daily calls
for sentencing reform
The Roanoke, Virginia Times and World

News of Nov. 17 ran an editorial on the

sentences of 25 to 39 years meted out to four
associates of Lyndon LaRouche, reflecting
the political heat on Judge Clifford
Weckstein, who upheld the sentences on
Nov. 4. The paper, a virtually family-run
outfit of Judge Weckstein, which never ad70
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dressed the fact that the defendants were
innocent, tried to let the judge off easy, by
editorializing that legislators who wrote let
ters to Weckstein requesting sentence re
duction should rather change the sentencing
and jury rules they complained about.The
editorial also points out that these legislators
are responsible for Weckstein's reap
pointment, which comes up at the end of
1994.
The editorial read in part: "Did 12 Vir
ginia legislators overstep the bounds of pro
priety recently when they asked Roanoke
Circuit Judge Clifford Weckstein to further
reduce long prison sentences for four fol
lowers of Lyndon LaRouche?"
"Yes.
"But did they raise good questions?
"Yes again....
"Would the sentences have been any dif
ferent, and by how much, if it had been a
different judge? Another jury? A city other
than Roanoke? A different year? Absolute
consistency is doubtless impossible, but can
sentencing be made fairer and more consis
tent than now is the case?
"Definitely.
"The 12 legislators weren't asking the
wrong questions; they were simply asking
them in the wrong forum.If they don't like
the rules of Virginia's criminal-justice sys
tem, it is they-far more than ordinary citi
zens, judges or juries-who have the power
to change those rules."

Bishops take stand
against abortion
A pastoral statement mobilizing Catholics
against abortion will be issued next year by
the National Conference of Catholic Bish
ops, it was announced at the bishops' semi
annual meeting held in Washington in late
November.The statement will be timed to
come out with a new encyclical from Pope
John Paul II next year, and will also address
such issues as euthanasia and the civil rights
of immigrants, Cardinal Roger Mahony,
chairman of the NCCB Committee on Pro
Life Activities, said on Nov. 16 according
to AP.This will be the first such statement
from the bishops in nearly 20 years, and is

intended �o mobilize all churchgoing Catho
lics for lobbying against abortion.
In addition, the Nov. 16 Washington
Post reported on a "strongly worded state
ment" ati the previous day's session "de
nouncing! growing hostility toward immi
grants": "As pastors, we are deeply
concernetI about the growing hostility to
ward imnugrants evident now in some parts
of society and even, sad to say, supported
by some l?ublic officials," said the statement
by the NC;:: C B committee on migration.The
Post arti¢le quoted recent statements from
Californi� Gov.Pete Wilson and state Trea
surer Kathleen Brown to this effect.A "very
virulent lague" of antagonism toward im
migrants was denounced by committee
chairman Archbishop Theodore E. McCar
rick of Newark at the session.

�

Waco investigator

critic,zes FBI tactics
Harvard pniversity psychiatrist Alan

Stone
refused t� go along with the Justice Depart
ment's i�ependent group of experts, whose
report e�onerated Attorney General Janet
Reno ancl1 the Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion for their handling of the confrontation
with the JJranch Davidians at Waco, which
ended in the deaths of at least 80 members of
the group.Stone insisted upon interviewing
his own !witnesses, and filed his own 46page rewrt in late November.
Although Stone's report goes along with
the line ptat leader David Koresh led the
Branch If>avidians to "mass suicide," he is
highly ctitical of the FBI's "noose-tight
ening tachics .... When the FBI thought
they wen: at last taking control, they had in
fact totally lost control of the standoff."
Stone asks how Attorney General Reno,
if it were:true that her main concern were for
the Bra�h Davidian children, could have
approve4 the "noose-tightening" and the use
of C S g�s. Stone attributed Reno's "ill-ad
vised de�ision" to approve the final assault
to FBI ",sinforrnation.Stone pointed to the
FBI's cijoice of CS gas, which, he said,
has been documented to produce "choking,
chest pains, gagging, and nausea" even in a
healthy, adult male.He added: "It is difficult
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to believe the U.S.government would delib
erately plan to expose 25 children, most of
them infants and toddlers, to CS gas for 48
hours."

Pro-life demonstrations
under greater attack
The U.S.Senate voted 69-30 on Nov. 16 to
outlaw peaceful protests at abortion clinics,
thus mounting a more extreme attack on the
right of free speech than even the racke
teering laws have achieved against pro-life
activists.
The bill was passed with "sweetener"
amendments that ban protests at anti-abor
tion family counseling celJters, and applies
the same penalties to those who protest reli
gious events.The measure was expected to
pass the House, and be signed by the Presi
dent before the legislative recess.
In a related development, the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms is surveil
ling the activity of anti-abortion protesters.
ATF chief Magaw recently told the Wash
ington Times that the bureau will continue
to "monitor" religious groups, as it did the
Branch Davidians, under color of control
ling illegal weapons. The ATF has joined
with two pro-abortion groups to offer a
$100,000 reward to anyone providing infor
mation about acts of violence at abortion
clinics.

Denver editor hails
victory against OBE
The electoral victory of three Littleton, Col
orado candidates for school board, cam
paigning against outcome-based education
(OBE), "proves that with the proper candi
dates, the movement toward a vague, 'skill
oriented' curriculum can be stopped in its
tracks," wrote Vincent Carroll, editorial
page editor of the Rocky Mountain News in
a Nov. 18 commentary in the Wall Street
Journal.

Carroll calls the Nov. 2 election of the
candidates the "most significant vote" in-
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volving education, more significant than the
defeat of school vouchers in California. The
new school board members of Littleton, a
middle-class suburb of Denver, defeated the
Littleton school establishment, which had
tried to impose OBE in the city.All 15 ele
mentary school principals had released an
open letter to voters denouncing the anti
OBE slate. But the margin of victory was
nearly 2 to I.
Although the school board candidates
were smeared as "stealth agents of the reli
gious right," wrote Carroll, "It so happens
.. . that OBE has critics from across the
political spectrum." Carroll argued that the
major problem with OBE is the assumption
of a "supposed dichotomy between knowl
edge and skills" which is "most certainly
false. .. . Good teaching was never a matter
of merely dishing out facts."

Principal sacked for
allowing school prayer
A Jackson, Mississippi high school princi
pal was suspended by public school admin
istrators for allowing students to recite
morning prayers over the public address sys. tem, according to the Nov. 19 New York
Times. Students, who had voted over
whelmingly for prayer recitation and were
upset over the firing, countered by staging a
sit-in and holding prayer meetings. Parents
and citizens have called local officials to
support the principal, and religious groups
have issued statements of support, including
a resolution by I,100 Southern Baptists.
The "offending" prayer asks "Almighty
God" to "bless our parents, teachers and
country throughout the day. In your name,
we pray.Amen." The prayer was read by
the president of the student council at the
beginning of each school day in hopes of
calming tensions in the school, which has
recently been plagued with unrest and vio
lence.
Recent Supreme Court rulings allow
only limited "nonsectarian, nonproselytiz
ing" forms of prayer at graduation ceremon
ies, and even that is being contested by the
American Civil Liberties Union.

• THE CIA helped smuggle at
least a ton of coaaine worth $20 mil
lion into the United States, allegedly
in an effort to infiltrate Colombian
drug cartels, fonner Drug Enforce
ment Administration head Robert
Bonner revealed on the Nov.21 CBS
program "60 Minutes." Bonner said
the DEA had refused to approve the
operation, which the CIA ran in con
junction with the N"enezuelan Nation
al Guard, making it illegal.
• THE EXEduTION of Lloyd
Schlup on Nov.' 18 was stayed by
Missouri's goverhor, pending a hear
ing on the overwhelming evidence of
his innocence. S¢hlup was convicted
of killing a fellow prison inmate, al
though a prison! videotape showed
him in the food line when the stab
bing took place. Altogether, 23 pris
oners and guards have stepped for
ward to testify o� his behalf.
• JACK KEVORKIAN killed his
20th victim, but Was not arrested, on
Nov.23.At 8:2� a.m., Royal Oak,
Michigan police received a call re
porting that "the�e had been a medi
cide" at the resi�nce of Kevorkian.
"Medicide" is the euphemism for
murder by a phyisician, under cover
of medical treatment. This is the
fourth murder he has committed
since Michigan epacted its weak law
against so-called iassisted suicide.
• THE CULT Resource Center,
the Portland, Oregon affiliate of the
Cult Awareness Network, held a des
ultory conferenc� on Nov. 19 at Port
land Communit)1 College. Organiz
ers expected I OO� but only 50 of the
most devoted sh<!lwed up. The mod
erators were so fearful of discussion
that only written questions were al
lowed. By the end of the day, atten
dance had dwindled to 20.
• THE RAINBOW Curriculum will
continue to be taught in New York
schools, said a sp<llkesman for Schools
ChancellorRamo,Cortines. "Children
of the Rainbow" Was created by former
Chancellor Joseph Fernandez, who
was ousted by pardnts opposing promo
tion of homosexuality.
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