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�TIrnInvestigation 

Mont Pelerin Society plots 
destruction of the Americas 
by Cynthia R. Rush 

The worst assortment of the Western Hemisphere's propo
nents of drug legalization, racism, slavery, and destruction 

of the nation-state, descended on the Mexican resort city of 
Cancun on Jan. 14-17, under the auspices of the Mont Pelerin 

Society. This secretive oligarchical organization, whose ide

ology falls under the general rubric of the "Conservative Rev
olution," was founded in 1947 by the fascist Austrian econo

mist Friedrich von Hayek, following a 10-day meeting of 36 
"academics" at the Hotel Park, at the foot of Mont Pelerin 

in Switzerland. 

In a gushing article about the Society'S aims in the Jan. 
11 Mexican daily El Economista, the chairman of the Mont 

Pelerin Society in Mexico, Roberto Salinas-Leon, lyingly de
scribed the conference as an innocent affair, "whose purpose 
is simply to exchange impressions in an environment of intel

lectual cordiality." In fact, this was a regional organizing 
meeting convened to discuss how to impose the Mont Pelerin 
Society's fascist agenda in Mexico and Thero-America, in the 

context of an accelerating international breakdown crisis. 
Mexico, in particular, is a choice target for these networks, 

and their oligarchical patrons among the old, financial elite 

of Europe and America. Its institutions have been weakened 

by over a decade of International Monetary Fund free-market 
reforms, and, more recently, by a separatist insurgency in the 

southeastern state of Chiapas, backed by the British monar

chy-led Club of the Isles. With strong support in the business 

community for the Mont Pelerin Society brand of philosophi

cal liberalism, Mexico is viewed as ripe for the picking. 
It is notable that Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo, who 

had been invited to inaugurate the Cancun meeting and was 
expected to attend, did not show up. Nor has his government 
offered any explanation. However, in the week prior to the 
conference, the Ibero-American Solidarity Movement 
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(MSIA), a co-thinker organization of American statesman 

Lyndon LaRouche, mobilized to urge the Mexican President 
to not attend the Mont Pelerin summit. 

In a widely circulated Open Letter directed to President 
Zedillo, the MSIA told him, "It is one thing for us to have 

political differences, but it is a completely different thing for 
you, in the name of all Mexicans, to endorse an organization 
that actively promotes: 1) drug legalization; 2) slavery as a 

viable economic model; 3) the destruction of the institutions 

of our nations, including the Armed Forces and the Catholic 
Church, as well as the disappearance of the nation-state itself 

as the embodiment of national sovereignty; and 4) "free trade" 
. policies which are based on the 'philosophical' doctrines of 

a certain Dr. Bernard Mandeville." The MSIA urged Zedillo 

to look at "the chaos caused in the United States by House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich and his followers," if he wanted to 

see Mont Pelerin politics in action. 
The letter apparently touched a raw nerve among these 

circles. Salinas-Leon, in his article discussing the Mont Peler
in conference, whined that "some pieces of yellow journal

ism, including 'open letters' to the current administration, 
have circulated, reflecting total ignorance of the nature of 

this gathering." 

The vultures gather 
Who did attend the Society's Cancun gathering? For one, 

Michael Novak, the "conservative Catholic" from whose 

book This Hemisphere of Liberty, a Philosophy of the Ameri

cas, the conference theme was taken, and to whose work the 
gathering was dedicated. 

Novak has made a name for himself by supposedly formu

lating a "religious" justification for the British colonialist doc
trine of free trade. In reality, his religious cover is a means of 
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subverting the Catholic Church from within, and attacking its 

social doctrine, premised on the conception of man created in 

the image of God. The church's doctrine is in fact totally 

contrary to the extreme individualistic, hedonist outlook es

poused by the Mont Pelerin liberals. Novak's promotion of 

the Mont Pelerin agenda is wrapped in rhetoric about "indi

vidual responsibility" and "local empowerment." Ibero

America is poor, he states, because the continent's culture is 

rooted in Spanish "mercantilist" practices, based on over

regulation and State meddling in commerce and industry. 

One need only examine his The Spirit of Democratic Cap
italism to discover what Novak actually believes: "No intelli

gent human order ... can be managed on the basis of Christian 

precepts .... A free economy cannot ... be a Christian econo

my." And in This Hemisphere of Liberty, a Philosophy for 
the Americas, he baldly states: "The only realistic possibility 

is to build an economy for sinner: the only moral majority." 

As a British member of the Mont Pelerin Society recently 

explained, the group doesn't think the "problem of Catholi

cism" is an obstacle to their policies in the Americas, precisely 

because there are a number of " Catholic knights," such as 

the Heritage Foundation's president, Ed Feulner, within the 

Society who can deal with the matter. Novak himself poses 

as an "adviser" to Pope John Paul II, and lies that the pontiff's 

encyclicals have fully endorsed unrestricted free trade. 

It is revealing that when the Mont Pelerin Society was 

first created, it was nearly named the Acton-de Tocqueville 

Society, a reference to Britain's Lord Acton, a 19th-century 

British imperialist Catholic whose efforts to subvert the Vati

can's social doctrine are Novak's model for today (see box). 

Other attendees at Cancun included Edward Crane, presi

dent of the Cato Institute, a Conservative Revolution outpost 

in Washington, D.C. whose activities are dedicated to obliter

ation of the nation-state; Mexican economist Luis Pazos, a 

vocal advocate of drug legalization, a view he shares with 

Peruvian member Mario Vargas Llosa and the notorious No

bel Economics laureate and Mont Pelerin prima donna Milton 

Friedman; Hernan Bucchi, former Chilean finance minister 

and chief salesman of Chile's fraudulent "economic miracle"; 

Dr. Jose Pifiera, the man who privatized Chile's pension sys

tem, and today works with the Cato Institute to impose this 

policy internationally; Steve Hanke, a leading proponent of 

the British Empire's currency board mechanism; and Charles 

Murray, co-author of the racist tract The Bell Curve. 

Bestiality is called 'man's natural state' 
This representative sampling of attendees reflects the 

Mont Pelerin Society's fundamental philosophy, unabashed

ly enunciated by Bernard Mandeville (1670-1733), the An

glo-Dutch oligarch denounced by the M SIA in its open letter 

to President Zedillo. Mandeville's assertion that bestiality and 

evil are the "natural state of man," became the basis for the 

free-trade doctrines espoused by Britain's Adam Smith, Jere

my Bentham, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and their philo-
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The late Friedrich von Hayek: fascist, Nobel Prize winner in 
economics, and founder of the Mont Pelerin Society. 

sophical descendants-right down to U.S. House Speaker 

Newt Gingrich, his Contract with America, and his clones 

among the wild-eyed Republican "revolutionaries" in the 

Congress who are determined to destroy the U.S. Constitu

tion. Here, Novak's "economy for sinners" fits right in. 

Those who gathered at Cancun belong to a hemispheric

indeed, global-network committed to this degraded world

view. They blather about "family values," "empowerment," 

and "authentic federalism." But faced with the reality of an 

international breakdown crisis, which they know signals the 

end of an epoch of history, they, and their mentors in the 

financial oligarchy, have a single objective: Use the ongoing 

breakdown crisis to annihilate the nation-state and all its insti

tutions, replacing them with an unbridled libertarianism and 

"free trade" in which man may freely pursue what Mandeville 

calls the "capital appetites"-laziness, avarice, pride, envy, 

vanity, lust. For them, man is a stupid beast who must be kept 

in ignorance, his every action controlled by a tiny oligarchic 

elite, as in feudal times. 

Britain's Lord William Rees-Mogg, the former editor of 

the London Times and a spokesman for the British monarchy, 

is a leading mouthpiece for this depraved view. He baldly 

asserts that only 5% of the world's population need be educat

ed, while the rest live in poverty and ignorance. Or, as Mande-
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ville wrote in his Essay on Charity and Charity Schools, "in 
a free nation where slaves are not allowed of, the surest wealth 
consists in a multitude of laborious poor . . . .  To make the 

society happy and people easy under the meanest circum
stances, it is requisite that great numbers of them should be 

ignorant as well as poor. Knowledge both enlarges and multi
plies our desires, and the fewer things a man wishes for, the 

more easily his necessities may be supply' d." 

Let 'Dope, Inc.' rule the world 
The economic activities which logically stem from this 

worldview are those historically identified with the British 

Empire and its colonial looting policies, elaborated in great 

theoretical detail by Adam Smith in the 18th century. Today, 

these constitute the leading edge of the House of Windsor's 
offensive against the nation-state: financial speculation, theft, 

profiteering, drug trafficking, and money laundering. It is 

these crimes which the Mont Pelerin Society today defends 

as the "natural" state of affairs. 

Intoxicated with their perceived power, these ideologues 
today manically travel around the world, bragging about their 
success in promoting "economic freedom," to anyone who 
will listen. One such "success" that they take credit for, is 

Chile, a country which, as the book review in this section 
documents, became a laboratory experiment run by von Hay
ek's followers at the University of Chicago Economics De

partment following the 1973 coup against socialist President 
Salvador Allende. It is an achievement Adam Smith would 
be proud of: All productive activities were thrown out the 
window to make way for financial speculation, money laun

dering, and export-oriented and agricultural activities. 
The International Center for Pension Reform in Santiago, 

Chile, founded by Pifiera, fraudulently promotes Chile's pen
sion model as a form of economic salvation for developing 

and former communist bloc countries. Even U.S. congress

men travel to Santiago to receive Pifiera's pearls of wisdom, 

with visions of eventually privatizing the U.S. Social Security 
system along Chilean lines. 

Seminars sponsored by the Cato Institute, the Atlas Eco
nomic Research Foundation of Virginia, the Reason Founda
tion, Heritage Foundation, John Locke Institute, and others, 

proliferate-organized in conjunction with their counterparts 

in Ibero-America, Asia, and eastern Europe. It was Mexico's 
Research Center on Free Enterprise, run by Salinas-Leon, 

which organized the Cancun summit. It coordinates with the 

Washington, D.C.-based Cato Institute, and entities such as 
the Center for Dissemination of Economic Knowledge in Ca

racas, Venezuela, and a host of similar think-tanks strategical

ly placed in most Ibero-American countries. 

To hear aspiring big-time currency speculator Steve Han
ke, whose role model is world class speculator George Soros, 
one would think these economic fascists already run the 

world. Following Mexico's December 1994 devaluation cri
sis, Hanke threw a public tantrum when Mexico refused his 
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recommendation to impose a British colonial-style currency 
board, and attacked the deputy governor of the Banco de 

Mexico (Mexico's central bank) for snubbing his proposal. 

During an interview with El Economista, Hanke proudly 

handed the reporter a copy of a Nouvelle Observateur article 
which cites Hanke as the leader of a successful speCUlative 
attack against the French franc! And in a Dec. 3, 1995 article 

in Forbes magazine, Hanke pointed to the $20 billion in dol
lar-bills shipped to Russia in 1994, and the $100 million per 
business day in 1995, as "proof' that central banks should 

be eliminated altogether and replaced with currency boards. 

Hanke fails to mention that this extreme, privatized dollariza

tion is the result of the rapid takeover of the Russian economy 

by the mafia, including the drug mafia. 

A more recent addition to this collection of criminals is 

the Group of Latin American Observers (GOL), a secretive, 
Caracas-based organization which includes many Ibero

American would-be Gingriches, among them Venezuelan op

position figure Oswaldo Alvarez Paz, and Carlos Castillo Per-

Lord Acton: Britain's Trojan 

horse in the Catholic Church 

Last year, a curious dispute occurred among Venezuelan 

neo-liberals linked to the Mont Pelerin Society, one which 

very clearly reflects the harmonious coexistence within 
that grouping of free trade advocates of all stripes. The 
dispute arose as a result of the proposal by existentialist 
neo-liberal Emeterio Gomez to "recast the market econo
my" so as to give it a "spirituality" which, he said, neither 
Adam Smith nor Friedrich von Hayek could offer. That 

"spirituality," Gomez said, could be found in the writings 
of satanic philosophers Friedrich Nietzsche or Martin 

Heidegger. 

For some time, Gomez has worked as academic direc

tor at the Center for the Dissemination of Economic 
Knowledge (Cedice), a think-tank founded by Venezue

la's Mont Pelerin networks. In a May 20, 1995 article in 

the daily El Diario de Caracas, Luis Enrique Ball Marti

nez, one of Cedice's founders, attacked Gomez, correctly 

noting that Nietzsche and Heidegger are the sources of 
"communism, fascism, racism and existentialism, and the 
drugs and homosexuality which logically follow from 

them." Instead, Ball said, "I prefer Lord Acton as a guide." 

This somewhat esoteric dispute is an updated version 
of the debate which occurred among the various neo-liber
aIlodges that founded the Mont Pelerin Society in 1947. 

At that time, "liberal Catholics" proposed that the group 

be named the "Lord Acton-de Tocqueville Society"; but 
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eza, president of Mexico's National Action Party (PAN). 

Originally founded in 1990 to lend public support to the pup

pet Endara regime installed by George Bush in Panama, fol

lowing the U.S. invasion of that country, the GOL held two 
conferences last year, in Mexico City and Bogota, Colombia, 
to map out its organizing strategy. Not surprisingly, its mem

bership heavily overlaps that of the Mont Pelerin Society, 
and of the continental think-tanks affiliated with the Atlas 

Economic Research Foundation of Fairfax, Virginia. 

Fear of dirigism 
But the Mont Pelerinites confess to having a recurring 

nightmare: that the breakdown crisis which they intend to 

steer toward fascism, would be seized upon instead by nation
alist forces worldwide to establish a dirigist, State-directed 
economic development perspective, involving national bank

ing of the type which built the United States beginning 200 
years ago. Historical parallels to this tradition exist in many 
countries, and serve as a positive referent for what could be 

"non-Catholic liberals" disagreed, arguing that the Acton 

name would give the Society too much of a religious con

notation and scare off those who had no interest in mixing 
the two issues, or who had other religious "inclinations." 

The latter faction won out, and the organization took the 
name of the Swiss mountain, Mont Pelerin, near where the 

founding meeting took place. 
Today, the Mont Pelerin Society's allegedly Catholic 

faction is represented by Michael Novak. During the last 
century, the leader of that faction within the British liberal 
movement was Lord Emerich Edward Dalberg-Acton 

(1834-1902), otherwise known as Lord Acton. But, unlike 

Novak, who poses as an "adviser" to the Vatican, Lord 
Acton and his nominally Catholic liberal faction distin
guished themselves by their explicit rejection of the con
cept of papal infallibility. 

Born in Naples on Jan. 10, 1834, Lord Acton was edu

cated as a Catholic, first at the Ste. Marie de Oscott School, 

and later in Munich, under the supervision of Ignaz von 

Dollinger, a priest who led German opposition to the Vati
can. It was Lord Acton's Catholic affiliation which for 
some time allowed him to serve as the British Empire's 
Trojan horse within the Catholic Church, for the purpose 
of attacking the influence of its social doctrine inside the 

political and social movements of that era. 
Nonetheless, Lord Acton was first and foremost a Brit

ish subject, and as such, subordinate to the Church of En
gland, whose head is the Queen of England. Lord Acton 
made his political debut when he entered the House of 
Commons in 1859, under the government of Lord Palmer

ston. That same year, Palmerston again named William 
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done. At the mere mention of such names as the United States' 

Alexander Hamilton or Henry Carey, Russia's Count Sergei 

Witte, or Germany's Friedrich List, most Mont Pelerinites 

start to foam at the mouth. 
This also explains their nervousness about political lead

ers such as Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo. Zedillo has 

imposed the International Monetary Fund's austerity dictates 
on his country, and has said that he won't break with the City 

of London and Wall Street, because he sees "no alternative" 

to their policy. During his Jan. 29-31 visit to Great Britain as 

part of a European tour, Zedillo went to great lengths to assure 

London that he is a thoroughly reliable partner. Yet unlike his 
depraved and corrupt predecessor, Carlos Salinas de Gortari, 

Zedillo is considered unreliable by both London and Wall 

Street because, under appropriate crisis conditions, they fear 
he might bolt from the free-market strategy to which he is 

currently committed. 
As well he might, as might an entire world ravaged by 

IMF and Mont Pelerin policies. 

Gladstone finance minister. Lord Acton established a close 

working relationship with Gladstone, in the latter's capaci. 
ty as both prime minister (he had succeeded Palmerston in 
that post), as well as the leader of British liberalism. In 

1861, Lord Acton founded the Home and Foreign Review. 

a publication attacked by Britain's Catholic hierarchy be

cause Acton's aristocratic arrogance led him to believe 

that Gladstone was more infallible than the pope. Queen 
Victoria dubbed Acton a "gentleman-in-waiting." 

In 1869, Lord Acton traveled to Rome during the Vati
can I Council, which was debating the issue of papal infal

libility. In Munich the following year, he published an' 
attack, based on the ideas of Dollinger, on the Council's 

accords ratifying papal infallibility. In 1864, Pope Pius IX 

included Dollinger's heretical writings in the Syllabus of 
banned books, and, in 1871, the archbishop of Munich 

excommunicated Dollinger because of his persistent oppo

sition to the Vatican. 

Lord Acton's rejection of papal infallibility is not just 

a theological, but a political issue as well. Lord Acton 
opposed it at precisely the moment in which the Vatican 
was developing its social doctrine, which was later pre
sented in systematic form in 1891 by Pope Leo XIII in 

his encyclical Rerum Novarum. In the midst of the last 

century's political and social struggles in Europe, and the 

ideological battles among liberals, socialists, anarchists, 

Mazzinians, and Bonapartists-that is, the many inhabit
ants of Lord Palmerston's political "zoo"-the Catholic 

Church's social doctrine offered an alternative in defense 

of the sovereign nation-state and the rights of all workers 

and citizens.-David Ramonet 
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