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Congressional Closeup

P

artisan warfare erupts
over Lake nomination

by Carl Osgood
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Presi

sult of efforts by Majority Leader

Shelby for twice postponing the nomi

dential campaign.The resolution uses

Trent Lott (R-Miss.) to, as he said at

nation hearings (now scheduled to be

some

the

gin March

11)

without legitimate rea

variation

of

1996

the

phrase,

"Whereas. there has been specific,

hearing,

"move

the

process

forward."

son, and despite Lake's having been

credible information reported in the

given a clean bill of health by the Jus

media ..." four times,as the justifica

son's funding request of

tice Department regarding his stock

tion for the call,and focusses its atten

and mandates that the committee will

transactions

and the

Iranian arms

transfers to Bosnia.
Graham expressed concern that

68

During

how effective it is. "An elevated de

tion entirely on the Democratic Na
tional

Committee

and

President

Clinton's re-election campaign.

The resolution reduces Thomp

$6.5 million,

end its investigation by Dec.31,

and release a report by Jan.31,

1997
1998.

It defines the scope of the investigation
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plained, "We couldn't consider any

tions, and compensation plans that re

[Budge(] committee. The committee

thing unless we thought going in that

ward doctors for withholding treat

isn't close to doing anything about a

they were illegal activities."

ment for the benefit of the health plan.

budget. The Republicans don't want

Two other Senate bills, offered by

to talk about the budget, which to me

Bob Torricelli (D-NJ.) cautioned,
extraordi

Paul Wellstone (D-Minn. ) and Bob

is the main issue of the year, and the

narily high standard for undertaking
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of budget gridlock
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The most comprehensive one was

amendment

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,
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ation of a budget resolution, based on

is by denying patients the care they
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that somehow the President should
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politicizing it way beyond anything we
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sesses an average knowledge of health
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ment to the Constitution. Gephardt, at
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the same press conference, warned:
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