Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 24, Number 29, July 18, 1997

Kissinger’s good friend William Taylor, director of Asian
Studies at Georgetown University, in the July 6 Washington
Times. North Korea “is a classic communist dictatorship”
whose leaders “live in luxury while the people eke out a meager existence or starve to death,” wrote Taylor. “Providing
rice and other humanitarian aid . . . perpetuates a communist
government which imprisons, maims and kills its own people,
who have no recourse to a system of justice.”
Ironically, Rep. Tony Hall (D-Ohio) and all those who

Senators grill ‘Asia
hands’ on Korean famine
Top officials of the U.S. Defense Department and State
Department, responsible for Asian affairs, lied brazenly to
the Senate in hearings on North Korea on July 8, saying
that it is the North Korean military which is the problem,
not a real famine, and that the United States has already
sent significant aid and done everything possible to work
with North Korea. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
East Asia Kurt Campbell, and Assistant Secretary of State
Charles Kartman, both of whom have been identified by
EIR as repeating the British line, testified before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee.
They were responding to very serious questions by
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), Sen. John Kerry (DMass.), and others, who demanded to know why the United
States has done so little to help the victims of the famine.
“It’s my understanding that our commitments have been
very small indeed,” Senator Feinstein insisted, after repeated obfuscation by the two officials of her direct questions as to how much grain has been sent. “And, notwithstanding your comment, what I have heard is that our
commitment of food is based on certain other commitments [i.e., to Seoul and London—ed.], and, therefore, we
have been very reluctant to commit food, which to me is a
position to which I do not subscribe. It seemed to me that
when children are starving and adults are starving, that we
should contribute some of our loaded grain silos and help
people out.”
“The problem has been the lack of transparency in
North Korea,” Kartman claimed, meaning that North Korea has refused to allow foreigners to trample on their
national sovereignty. “We’ve been very generous,” he insisted—despite having to eventually admit to Senator
Feinstein that the need is for millions of tons of grain, and
the United States has sent a measly 77,000 tons.
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visit North Korea report that the truth is diametrically opposite
of London’s lies. Under Pyongyang’s ultra-egalitarian philosophy, food is being consumed in tiny 100-gram-a-day rations,
shared equally by the entire population. Unlike most famines,
in which the poor die early, which sets off alarm bells, the
entire population of North Korea is growing weaker and
weaker, UN WPF official Tun Myat said recently. “When the
dying begins, it will be too late, on a scale never seen before,”
he warned.

The Pentagon’s Campbell, who took his doctorate at
Oxford University and was a fellow at the London Royal
Institute for International Affairs, then practically accused
Senator Feinstein of backing a North Korean invasion of
South Korea. “Last year, we saw virtually no military training at all,” he said. “Now, it’s ironic. This year, beginning
in January, for a four-month period, we saw extensive and
intensive military training in North Korea. . . . It’s extremely expensive, both in terms of food and fuel. . . . We
have to acknowledge that we have a very large army that
is also training to fight against us, at the very time that they
have people in their country that are starving. The choice
that North Korea has taken is a systemic choice about how
they want to use their resources. And that puts us in a very
difficult position, and that’s why our diplomacy has to be
very careful.”
Senator Kerry also insisted that Kartman and Campbell’s units, which are in charge of U.S. negotiations with
North Korea, have not really been acting in good faith in
the negotiations. “You say in your testimony,” Kerry said
to Kartman, that ‘our goal is to make every effort to engage
the D.P.R.K. [North Korea] so that tensions will be reduced and dangerous scenarios are avoided.’ I must say to
you, frankly, it’s my perception that we’re not making
every effort to engage them.”
“The problem is that the dance partner here doesn’t
seem to want to step onto the floor,” Kartman replied. “I
would really look more to the North Korean side than to
our own willingness to engage,” he went on, ranting about
the North Korean submarine which was beached off the
coast of South Korea a year ago.
Clearly there is an awareness dawning by some in Congress, that they ought not to let 5 to 10 million human
beings starve on their watch. Schiller Institute founder
Helga Zepp LaRouche, in a statement on June 13, called
for a worldwide mobilization to feed the hungry in North
Korea. In response to this appeal, many Americans have
urged their Congressmen to take action. Further efforts
will be necessary, however, to achieve victory over the
British geopoliticians and their American assets.
—Kathy Wolfe
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