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Rice’s other key adviser is Philip Gourevitch, a journalist
with The New Yorker, who has fashioned a career for himself
in the last four years as an expert on the bloodletting in
Rwanda in 1994. He is known to be personally close to Rwan-
dan Defense Minister Kagame. Prior to joining The New
Yorker, Gourevitch was the New York correspondent for the
neo-conservative Jewish weekly, The Forward.

This covert operation in support of the Congolese “re-
bels,” and by direct implication the invasion of Ugandan and
Rwanda in the Congo, contradicts the stated policy of the
United States, particularly that put forward on Oct. 17 by the
new U.S. Ambassador to the Congo, William Swing, who
said on Kinshasa TV, “We condemned the external military
interference from countries such as Rwanda and Uganda back
in August. It is President Clinton who accredited me to Presi-
dent Kabila and his government. This should represent for
you a signal and evidence of where we stand in our relations
with your country. I am here to support your government.”

Whose policy is Susan Rice carrying out?
EIR is in possession of more detailed information con-

cerning the operations uncovered than we present in this re-
port. The file is by no means closed, and EIR is continuing
to dig deeper, to uncover the real causes behind the terrible
slaughter and suffering that have ravaged Africa under the
regional leadership of Museveni.
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Profiles

Susan Rice
brooks no opposition

Susan Rice, Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs,
is reported to have won her post at the U.S. State Department
through strong pressure from Roger Winter, executive direc-
tor of the U.S. Committee on Refugees, who pushed for her
candidacy over the appointment of Howard Wolpe, now U.S.
Special Envoy to the Great Lakes region, who was also a
contender for the post.

Her other known patron is Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, who has been a life-long friend of Rice and her
family, as Albright is quoted in the Washington Post of
March 30.

She also comes to the administration with the vetting of
the neo-colonial apparatus in the British Commonwealth,
which is the source of the policies Rice is carrying out. A
Rhodes Scholar, she received her masters and doctorate de-
grees in International Relations at New College, Oxford Uni-
versity. In 1992, she was the recipient of thefirst annual award
given by the Royal Institute of International Affairs and the
British International Studies Association for the “most distin-
guished dissertation in the United Kingdom in the field of
International Relations.” Her topic was “The Commonwealth
Initiative in Zimbabwe, 1979-80: Implications for Interna-
tional Peacekeeping.” In 1990, she had also been awarded the
Royal Commonwealth Society’s Walter Frewen Lord Prize
for “outstanding research in the field of Commonwealth
History.”

Her first job was a management consultant in Toronto, for
McKinsey and Company.

Her next posting was at the U.S. National Security Coun-
cil, as director for International Organizations and Peacekeep-
ing in February 1993, and then as Special Assistant to the
President and as Senior Director for African Affairs, from
March 1995 until May 1997, when she was appointed by
President Clinton as Assistant Secretary.

War, and more war
Rice has used the clout associated with her post to ram

through a policy of proxy war against Sudan by the United
States through Uganda and Eritrea. She was reportedly a
strong advocate of the Aug. 20 U.S. air attack on the Al-Shifa
pharmaceutical plant in Khartoum, on the grounds that it was
housing a chemical weapons capability—charges for which
theadministrationhasnotbeenable topresentsoundevidence.

In general, Rice came into the office with a policy of
attaching the United States to the “new breed” of African
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leaders first heralded in the Jan. 14, 1997 London Times. This
breed centers around Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni,
and included Eritrean military dictator Isaias Afwerki, Ethio-
pian dictator Meles Zenawi, Congolese dictator Laurent Ka-
bila, and Rwandan dictator Paul Kagame. One of this coali-
tion’s major aims was to bring down the Sudan government;
however, the coalition has fallen to pieces, as war has broken
out between Ethiopia and Eritrea, and between Kabila’s
Congo on one side and Ugandan and Rwanda on the other.
Rice’s “peace efforts” have come to naught in both cases.

Rice’s animosity toward Sudan is unyielding, as she has
stated that “Sudan is the only state in sub-Saharan Africa that
poses a direct threat to U.S. national security interests.” In her
current post, and before that, at the NSC Africa desk, she
refused to meet with Sudanese Ambassador to the United
States Mahdi Ibrahim Mohamed, despite the ongoing diplo-
matic relations between the two countries.

She has been nearly as extreme in her targetting of Nige-
ria. In a speech at the Brookings Institution on March 12, Rice
enunciated her policy toward Nigeria: “Let me state clearly
and unequivocally to you today that an electoral victory by
any military candidate in the forthcoming Presidential elec-
tions would be unacceptable”—the first time that such a pol-
icy had been so stated by Washington. Her father, Emmet
Rice, was a former adviser to the Central Bank of Nigeria.

To the extent that she has any expertise, it is in peacekeep-
ing and military operations, and Rice has been involved in the
details in formulating the African Crisis Response Initiative
(ACRI), which calls for the formation of regional armies that
would deploy at the behest of supranational organizations,
such as the UN Security Council, or the Organization of Afri-
can Unity.

The poverty of her knowledge of Africa itself has shocked
the African diplomatic corps in Washington. Further, is the
common complaint, she doesn’t want to learn. “Many of my
colleagues on Africa have a degree of understanding and ex-
pertise that I can’t pretend to have,” she told the Washington
Post; and, says the Post, in its adulatory March 30 profile of
her, “While the top brass are enchanted, she has not captured
the hearts and minds of the grunts” in the State Department.
She is known for not entertaining any views contradictory to
the policy that has been set for her to carry out, and for block-
ing the flow of information that might show that policy’s
weakness or failure.

She brooks no opposition, it is said, even from the U.S.
President. When President Clinton, in South Africa, on March
27 had voiced his hopes for Gen. Sani Abacha’s moving Nige-
ria toward democracy, the State Department was asked by a
reporter if this did not contradict the policy stated by Rice on
March 12, and which policy was correct. After first denying
the President’s statement, State Department spokesman
James Foley stood by Rice’s declaration, and stated that any
other idea was “wildly hypothetical.” “What Assistant Secre-
tary Rice said stands,” asserted Foley.
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Roger Winter:
boss of the warlords

On Sept. 17, Roger Winter, executive director of the U.S.
Committee on Refugees, spoke at a conference of the U.S.
Institute for Peace, and demanded full-scale backing from the
U.S. government for a war “to bring down the Khartoum
government” in Sudan, adding, “even though I know it will
bring about a humanitarian catastrophe.” He reassured the
assembled African policymakers present, however, that U.S.
troops would not be involved in the effort; this would be a
proxy war using Ugandan and Eritrean troops against Sudan,
with U.S. weapons and logistical and training support.

To aid this process, Winter is known to have lobbied for
the placement of Susan Rice as the Assistant Secretary of
State for African Affairs.

By all accounts, Winter is a feared person among Africans
and in Washington. Not only is he seen as the man behind
Rice’s appointment, but his underling at the Interaction Coun-
cil, Julia Taft, is now the head of the U.S. State Department’s
Bureau for Population, Refugees, and Migration. Winter is
head of the Interaction Council, an umbrella group for all
the non-governmental organizations that deal with relief and
other humanitarian matters, Winter is reputedly the political
director of the entire operation. He and his sidekick John
Prendergast, now ensconsed at the National Security Council,
have pushed for a policy of politicization of relief agencies,
and away from their expected stance of neutrality in other
people’s conflicts.

Winter’s own U.S. Committee on Refugees—75%
funded by the U.S. government—never delivers aid to refu-
gees, but is the intelligence nerve center for the entire relief
apparatus, and coordinates the political “attitude” to be taken
toward refugees. It is also clear from Winter’s own public
activities, and the most recent caper in which he has been
caught, that the “political” direction of relief efforts also in-
cludes supplying military aid—that is, using “relief” efforts
as the cover for partisan and deadly military support.

Winter’s longstanding demands for war against Khar-
toum are a classic case of such partisan and deadly mis-use of
“humanitarian concerns.” In 1990, Winter published a paper
“War and Famine in Sudan” which called for a complete
realignment of U.S. policy in East Africa based on the wind-
ing down of the Cold War against the Soviet Union. “For
many years,” Winter wrote, “Sudan has been an important
geostrategic partner of the United States. For more than 15
years, Ethiopia has been viewed by the United States as the
destabilizing force in the region—with good reason. Frankly,
however, given the overwhelmingly negative changes that
have occurred in Sudan at the hands of the Bashir government,


