
sibilities on this point.” In any case, the IMEMO scholar concluded, “Russia’s rela-
tions with Europe are absolutely vital and will not be sacri-The next day, Papal representative Cardinal Pio Laghi

delivered a strong message from Pope John Paul II directly ficed. That is why Putin and Ivanov are doing absolutely ev-
erything they can, to prevent a war in Iraq from starting, andto President Bush, to adhere to the United Nations and desist

from unleashing a new war. It should be noted, that since the provide a positive way out for all sides.”
A well-known Russian military-strategic expert, Gen.end of last year, significant breakthroughs have occurred in

relations between the Vatican and the Russian Orthodox Leonid Ivashov, noted that the actions of the war party in
Washington and London “have called forth a powerful reac-Church—signalled, for example, by a warm exchange of

Christmas greetings between Patriarch Aleksi II and the tion from continental European and Asian civilization, in-
cluding France, German, Russia, China, India, and some Is-Pope—with a common focus on countering the war danger.
lamic nations like Iran. . . . A reaction of the type of a
‘Riemannian change of geometry.’ ” These nations, IvashovRussians See ‘Riemannian’ Shift

An interesting reflection of the significance of this pro- said, seek to defend civilization against “ the forces of chaos”
being unleashed by the war party, and “ to develop new princi-cess, from a Russian standpoint, is contained in a signal article

published Feb. 28 in the Russian daily Nezavisimaya Gazeta, ples for a dialogue of cultures.”
Their great hope is that the United States can be turned“The Axis of Peace as the Beginning of a Greater Europe,”

by Igor Maksimychev, a veteran diplomat and leading re- around toward support for this perspective.
searcher at the Russian Academy of Sciences’ Institute of
Europe. This Europe, Maksimychev made clear, extends
“ from Reykjavik to Vladivostok” ; that is, it coincides with
the development area of the Eurasian Land-Bridge. NewKoreanLeaderCalls

Maksimychev declared that the joint French-German-
Russian initiative for peace goes far beyond “simply reacting” For Land-BridgeStrategy
to policy moves from London and Washington; it actually
allows the world “ to choose between two alternative concep- by KathyWolfe
tions of the future development of the world.”

“The extremely close coordination in the positions of the
South Korea’s new President Roh Moo-hyun focussed histhree countries on questions of international affairs,” Maksi-

mychev wrote, “has still another aspect, not less important Feb. 25 inaugural address on the Eurasian Land-Bridge, the
“New Silk Road,” from the Korean Peninsula to the Atlanticthan the effort to find a way out of the mess that the United

States has gotten itself and the whole world into. Today Ocean, under the title “An Age of Northeast Asia Begins: A
New Takeoff Toward an Age of Peace and Prosperity.” RohFrance, Germany, and Russia have taken the step toward be-

coming the initiating group for creating a Great Europe. . . . repeatedly called for rapid implementation of the Eurasian
Land-Bridge, insisting that only the economic developmentThe group . . . is composed of the strongest and most influen-

tial nations of the continent, which, in the last analysis, will of the entire Korean Peninsula and Eurasia can assure peace
in Korea. “We have soon to bring the day,” he said, “whendetermine its future. If France were not to participate, then

the cooperation between Russia and Germany could easily be passengers will be able to buy a train ticket in Pusan and travel
all the way to Paris, in the heart of Europe, via Pyongyang,portrayed as a ‘ rebirth of Rapallo.’ If Germany were not to

participate, then it would suffer the fears of being surrounded, Shinuiju, and the many cities in China, Mongolia, and Rus-
sia.” Roh cited “ renowned international scholars” as author-as did German policy from the time of Bismarck’s ‘nightmare

coalition.’ Without Russia, this group would not have an all- ity. “ Insiders are aware,” as one source said, that this was “a
reference to Lyndon LaRouche.”embracing European character, which, indeed, defines its es-

sence.” To head off the nuclear crisis with North Korea, President
Roh is also moving rapidly for a heads-of-state summit withA leading scholar of the Moscow Institute for World Eco-

nomics and Politics (IMEMO) commented that “Maksimy- North Korean Chairman Kim Jong-il, planned for Beijing in
April, Seoul sources told EIR. President Roh is quite con-chev was not just speaking for himself. He is speaking for a

prevalent view in the Academy of Sciences and, more impor- cerned, they said, that any U.S. attack on Iraq would make
the North Korean crisis almost unsolvable, and that the utmosttantly, for an influential group within the Russian government

itself. This group is in bitter conflict with a powerful ‘U.S. be done to stop any conflict in both areas. The summit could
also concretize peace by inaugurating the Trans-Korean Rail-lobby,’ connected especially with oil interests, who are push-

ing the unrealistic idea that Russia stands to gain a lot from way, which was to have run by Feb. 24. Although most of the
rails have quietly been finished on the Seoul to Pyongyangenergy deals with the U.S.A.” Putin is trying, in this situation,

“ to preserve all the positive achievements of Russia, both in line, the political gridlock of the nuclear crisis has so far made
it impossible to run trains. A summit could change that.relations with the United States, and in relations with Europe.”
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Korea, China, and Japan is four times larger than that of
the European Union.

“The Korean Peninsula,” Roh noted, “ is located at the
heart of the region. It is a big bridge linking China and Japan,
the continent and the ocean. . . . It demands that we play a
pivotal role in the Age of Northeast Asia in the 21st Century.South Korean
Logistics bases are being perfected on land and sea and in thePresident Roy Moo-

Hyun’s inauguration air, as seen in the up-to-date facilities at Incheon International
was marked by the Airport, Pusan and Kwangyang ports, and the projected su-
most far-reaching call per-speed railway systems. The country is being equipped
yet by any Korean

with all requirements necessary to lead the Age of Northeastleader, for making the
Asia in the 21st Century. . . .entire Peninsula a

“bridge” in flinging “To bring about a genuine Age of Northeast Asia, a struc-
transport corridors ture of peace must be institutionalized on the Korean Penin-
from Pusan to Paris sula. It is most unfortunate that the peninsula still remains the
through China and

last legacy of the Cold War of the 20th Century. In the 21stRussia: a bold and
Century, we have to change the peninsula into a land thateffective peace

strategy. sends out messages of peace to the rest of the world. It has to
be reborn as East Asia’s gateway of peace, connecting the
Eurasian landmass with the Pacific Ocean.”

President Roh also pledged to both negotiate a peacefulPresident Roh has several other “Silk Road” development
programs in the “ ten major tasks” for his new regime, Malay- settlement to the nuclear crisis, and to maintain the U.S. alli-

ance—while transforming it into an alliance of two equal,sia’s Bernama News reported Feb. 28. Prominent are 2,500-
mile paired oil and gas pipelines running from Irkutsk at Rus- sovereign nation-states. “So far, we have made great efforts

to promote peace in the land, and the results have been remark-sia’s Lake Baikal, through China and North Korea, into South
Korea and undersea to Japan. This $20 billion project would able. Exchanges of people and merchandise between the two

Koreas are taking place routinely, on a daily basis. Inter-provide cash to Russia, free energy to North Korea, and break
the stranglehold of Mideast conflict on the energy supply for Korean travel routes are open on land and sea and in the

air. . . . First, I will try to resolve all pending issues throughChina, South Korea, and Japan. Irkutsk has the largest gas
reserve in Russia, a huge 1.5 trillion cubic meters. dialogue. Second, I will give priority to building mutual trust

and upholding reciprocity. Third, I will seek international
cooperation, on the premise that South and North Korea are‘New Economic Engine Needed’

Roh also appointed to his new cabinet a fierce critic of the two main actors in inter-Korean relations.
“ I would like to emphasize again that the North Koreanthe International Monetary Fund, Dr. Yoon Young-kwan of

Seoul National University, as Foreign Minister, and retained nuclear issue should be resolved peacefully through dialogue.
Military tension in any form should not be heightened. WeUnification Minister Jeong Se-hyun, a key architect of the

“Sunshine Policy” with the North under President Kim Dae- will strengthen coordination with the United States and Japan
to help resolve the nuclear issue through dialogue. We willjung (who stepped down Feb. 25). Two other new ministers

are on record as foes of the free-trade policies of the WTO. also maintain close cooperation with China, Russia, the Euro-
pean Union, and others.“The international security environment is rather unset-

tling. The Iraqi situation is extremely tense,” Roh began his “This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Korea-U.S.
Alliance,” Roh concluded. “The Korean people are deeplyspeech. “Global concern is rising over the North Korean

nuclear issue,” and “ the international economic situation is grateful for this. We will foster and develop this cherished
alliance. We will see to it that the alliance matures into a morealso deteriorating. . . . Our nation, therefore, is in urgent

need of a new economic growth engine. Fellow Koreans, reciprocal and equitable relationship.
“Fellow citizens, for a long period of time, we have livedin this new age, our future can no longer be confined to

the Korean Peninsula. The ‘Age of Northeast Asia’ is fast on the periphery. We were forced to go through a history of
dependence, unable to determine our own destiny. But, todayapproaching. Northeast Asia, which used to be on the periph-

ery of the modern world, is now emerging as a new source we are at the threshold of a new turning point. Opportunity
has come for us to take off as the hub of Northeast Asia. Weof energy in the global economy. Renowned international

scholars have long predicted that the 21st Century would should seize this opportunity. We are a people who can bring
about miracles if united. Let us all pull together with all ourbe the Age of Northeast Asia and their predictions are com-

ing true. Business transactions in the region already represent hearts. I invite you all to join this historic march and make a
new takeoff toward an age of peace and prosperity.”one-fifth of global volume, and the combined population of
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