
a grenade in Tikrit. In Basra, on Oct. 13, four British soldiers Iraq, Pakistan, and so forth. This could signal the beginning
of a long, irregular war, no longer only inside Iraq, butwere wounded. On Oct. 14, shooting broke out at the Palestine

Hotel, where foreign personnel are housed. On Oct. 14, the more broadly.
The Iranian reform government has been explicit in itsTurkish Embassy in Baghdad was hit by a car bomb ex-

plosion. commitment to defend the sovereignty of the country against
aggression. Government spokesman Abdollah RamanzadehThe Iraqi resistance is currently mainly composed of pro-

Saddam Hussein and Baath party forces, joined by tribal stated that, if attacked, Iran would use all means to defend
itself, “and we are not joking.” This is interpreted to reflectgroups. Thus far, there has been no official, active participa-

tion of the large Shi’ ite organizations, especially the SCIRI, the scenario for fighting on a broad front: in the country, in
Iraq, and elsewhere.or the Kurdish parties in the north. Were Iran to be attacked,

this could change overnight. The conclusions to be drawn by any sane policymaker
in Washington would be: Stop the drive to war, before it isThe Shi’ ites at present are tolerating the U.S. presence,

on condition that they maintain full control over the holy cities too late! If Syria and/or Iran are attacked, a dynamic will
be unleashed, inside both Iran and Iraq, which will not beof Najaf and Kerbala, and that they be allowed to share power.

They are demanding that the occupation end soon, and power reversible. Other regional players will intervene in a bid for
power. No new UN resolution will be worth the paper it isbe handed over to the Iraqis. If their demands are not met,

they will join the resistance. It would be the religious—not written on. Whatever the motives that led Germany, Russia,
and France to vote for the new U.S. draft presented on Oct.political—leaders who would make such a decision. If a fatwa

(religious decree) were issued, for example, by Ayatollah al- 16, the resolution will change nothing. It will only further
frustrate those forces inside Iraq demanding a transfer ofSistani in Najaf, it would be incumbent on every Shi’ ite be-

liever, inside Iraq or abroad, to comply. sovereignty to a duly elected government.
The only thing that will determine which way politicalAlthough al-Sistani, who is a religious leader, and the

SCIRI (which is represented in the Iraqi Governing Council), processes flow, will be whether the flight-forward hysteria
reigning in Washington and Tel Aviv can be brought underboth seek to avoid war, there are other, more radicalized

Shi’ ite forces who are striking a more hostile posture. It is control. This requires the removal from power of those pro-
pelling toward conflict: first and foremost, Dick Cheney.these who have been gravitating to the young Shi’ ite self-

styled leader, Moqtadeh al-Sadr, in Kerbala. Moqtadeh is
described as an enraged young radical, propelled into a
position for which he is utterly unqualified. His Arabic is
reportedly poor—he cannot deliver a speech without a text;
and his followers are mainly from the ranks of the unedu- Hyping the ‘Iranian Bomb’
cated, poor, disinherited. He is seen by some as the “con-
science of the Shi’ ites” who do not want to deal with the

As if on his cue, the Mujahideen-e-Khalq Iranian terror-United States.
Moqtadeh escalated tensions within the Shi’ ite commu- ist group beloved of U.S. Attorney General John Ash-

croft, has come out with new “evidence” of Iran’s nu-nity by proclaiming a “shadow cabinet” as a prelude to
declaring an Islamic state. After moves were made by his clear program. The MEK, also known as the National

Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI), charged that Iranpeople to occupy buildings, clashes were reported in
Kerbala. By Oct. 15, the internal conflict had been settled, has a hidden nuclear facility, and could have the nuclear

bomb by 2005. The U.S. State Department and Trea-through the intervention of religious leaders committed to
preserving unity and preventing further strife. Moqtadeh sury closed down the U.S. offices of the MEK/NCRI

on Aug. 15, citing their “acts of terrorism.”was reportedly brought under control by the “wisdom of
the leaders.” Firouz Mahvi, of the foreign relations committee of

the NCRI, said in Vienna on Oct. 14, “The site has beenThe Iranian government is supporting the SCIRI,
whereas more extremist forces in the Iranian clergy back built to test centrifuges that enrich uranium. It is located

15 kilometers east of Isfahan, under the name of Isfa-Moqtadeh. If the United States and/or Israel were to attack
Iran, militarily or otherwise, using the IAEA as a pretext, han’s Fuel Research and Production center.” He said

the information came from undercover agents who havethen the extremists inside Iran could take power, quickly,
through the Basij, the Revolutionary Guards, the military been working there. Mahvi also said that Tehran “has

asked the contractor for the Natanz site to speed up itsand intelligence-security sectors. If they moved on orders
from the religious authorities, there would be little room for activities to expedite the completion of the site.”

Iran’ Ambassador to the IAEA, Ali Akbar Salehi,hesitation. Any mobilization to defend the nation against an
aggressor would be considered a duty for all Shi’ ites, not dismissed the report as “absolutely baseless.”
only in Iran. There are Shi’ ite populations in Lebanon, Syria,
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