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causing Comey and about 30 top DOJ officials to threaten to 
resign.

Comey’s written submission also reports  that, after  this 
showdown, Cheney personally blocked the promotion of an-
other DOJ official, Patrick Philbin, one of those who had op-
posed the re-authorization of the wiretap program.

Commenting on Comey’s testimony, Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-N.Y.) said, according to the Washington Post, “The Vice 
President’s fingerprints are all over the effort to strong-arm 
Justice on the NSA program.”

Illegal Military Trials Thrown Out
The third hit against Cheney came on June 4, when two 

military judges dismissed all charges against two prisoners at 
Guantanamo,  in  a  major  defeat  for  the  Cheney-promoted 
scheme of military tribunals, which was created to bypass tra-
ditional U.S. military and civilian law.

In the first case, charges were dismissed against a young 
Canadian, Omar Khadr, who was accused of killing a U.S. 
soldier in Afghanistan in 2002. Army Col. Peter Brownback, 
the military judge presiding over the Khadr trial, ruled that the 
military commission does not have jurisdiction to try Khadr, 
in a  ruling seen as having broad  implications for all of  the 
other 380 prisoners at Guantanamo. Although a military re-
view board had designated Khadr as an “enemy combatant,” 
under the 2006 Military Commission Act, the newly created 
military commission is only empowered to try “unlawful en-
emy combatants.”

One military law specialist told EIRNS that the Khadr rul-
ing was “certainly a shocker.”

Later the same afternoon, charges were dismissed against 
Salim Ahmed Hamdan of Yemen, who is described as having 
been a driver and bodyguard for Osama bin Laden. The mili-
tary judge in his case, Navy Capt. Keith Allred, likewise ruled 
that Hamdam is “not subject to this commission” under the 
2006 Military Commissions Act.

“It  is  not  just  a  technicality,”  AP  quoted  Marine  Col. 
Dwight Sullivan, the chief military defense attorney at Guan-
tanamo, as saying after the Khadr ruling. “It’s the latest dem-
onstration that this newest system just does not work. It is a 
system of justice that does not comport with American val-
ues.” Sullivan said that this could mark the end of the military 
commissions scheme which was created last year, when the 
Military Commissions Act was jammed through Congress af-
ter the U.S. Supreme Court had ruled, in a case brought by 
Hamdam, that the previous system of military tribunals, cre-
ated under a 2001 Bush military order, was unconstitutional.

It is well-known that Cheney and Addington were the pri-
mary promoters of the unworkable and unconstitutional mili-
tary tribunal and detention system, twice struck down in dif-
ferent aspects by the U.S. Supreme Court, and then modified 
by the 2006 law.

The charges were dismissed “without prejudice,” mean-
ing that the charges could be refiled, if the government could 
find a way to legally remedy the defect in the proceedings, 
such  as holding new hearings  to  reclassify  all  prisoners  as 
“unlawful enemy combatants.” Prosecutors also said they in-
tend to appeal—even though the military appeals court envi-
sioned in the 2006 law hasn’t yet been established.

All in all, it was not a good week for Dick Cheney.

Momentum for 
Impeachment

A breakthrough in the drive to build support for House Res-
olution 333, Rep. Dennis Kucinich’s (D-Ohio) bill for the 
impeachment of Vice President Dick Cheney, occurred on 
June 7, when the vice chairmen of the 71-person Congres-
sional Progressive Caucus, Rep. Lynn Woolsey and Rep. 
Barbara Lee, both California Democrats, signed on as co-
sponsors. Kucinich is also a member of the Caucus. They 
join four other co-sponsors: Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-N.Y.); 
Rep. William Lacy Clay (D-Mo.); Rep. Janice Schakowsky 
(D-Ill.), and Rep. Albert Wynn (D-Md.).

The action by the two Congresswomen is backed by the 
California Democratic Party, where  the LaRouche Youth 

Movement led a revolt for passing a resolution for the im-
peachment of Cheney, during the recent state Democratic 
convention.

Representative Clarke  issued the following statement 
when she added her name to H.R. 333 on June 6: “This Ad-
ministration has continued to erode the trust of the Ameri-
can people and enough is simply enough. When the Ameri-
can people voted on November 7th, they asked for a change 
in direction by electing the Democratic Party in the House 
and Senate. I have heard the loud cries of my constituents, 
and they want accountability.  My support of H.Res. 333 
reflects the voices of the residents of central Brooklyn.”

H.R. 333 was introduced to the House of Representa-
tives  by  Kucinich  on April  24,  and  asserts  that  the Vice 
President  committed  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  by 
manipulating intelligence to make the case for going to war 
with  Iraq;  falsifying  a  connection  between  Iraq  and  al-
 Qaeda;  and  carrying  out  an  illegal  surveillance  program 
against the American people.


