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South Africa Says ‘No’ 
To Nuclear Apartheid
South Africa is holding off joining the Glob-
al Nuclear Energy Partnership that restricts 
participants from reprocessing uranium, 
supposedly as a means of preventing prolif-
eration of nuclear weapons technology.

The Sept. 19 Mail & Guardian re-
ports that South Africa does not want to 
join the U.S.-led initiative, according to 
Minerals and Energy Affairs Minister 
Buyelwa Sonjica, because it does not 
want to give up its right to enrich urani-
um.

Exporting uranium only to import it 
refined, instead of enriching it in South 
Africa, would be “in conflict with our 
national policy” said Sonjica in Vienna. 
South Africa is looking for international 
partners to develop uranium enrich-
ment. It abandoned its nuclear weapons 
program in the 1990s, but is now set to 
expand its civilian atomic program.

Earthlife Africa, South Africa’s 
main anti-nuclear lobby group, is now 
claiming that it is worried about how the 
South African government will deal 
with nuclear waste.

According to Solly Phetla, of the 
Department of Minerals and Energy, 
used nuclear fuel is not waste, because it 
can be reprocessed, and 95% of materi-
als recycled, with only 5% remaining to 
be disposed of. And it too can be used, 
providing valuable isotopes.

UN Drug Czar Lauds 
Myanmar and China
Antonio Maria Costa, executive director of 
the UN anti-drug agency, said, an interview 
with the Sept. 18 International Herald Tri-
bune, “From our vantage point, we see a re-
gion that is rapidly moving towards an opi-
um-free status.” The newspaper writes: 
“Three decades ago, the northernmost 
reaches of Laos, Thailand, and Myanmar 
produced more than 70% of all opium sold 
worldwide, most of it refined into heroin. 
Today the area averages about 5% of the 
world total, according to the UN Office on 
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The paper also notes that (U.S.-oc-

upied) Afghanistan “is now the source 
f an estimated 92% of the world’s opi-
m, according to the United Nations, 
hich bases its statistics on satellite im-

gery of poppy fields.” Even more 
amning, the UN reports that “the shift 
 Afghanistan has led to a near dou-

ling of global opium production.”
In contrast, a politically motivated 

port released Sept. 17 by the U.S. State 
epartment states, “Burma [Myanmar] 

nd Venezuela have failed demonstrably 
uring the previous 12 months to adhere 
 their obligations under international 

ounternarcotics agreements, and take 
e measures set forth in U.S. law.”

Afghanistan, however, although 
sted as a drug producer in the U.S. re-
ort, was not denounced as “failing mis-
rably,” despite it’s record-setting hero-
 production.

Also striking about the UN report is 
e recognition that China has played 
e central role in cleaning up the Gold-

n Triangle. The International Herald 
ribune writes: “Thanks in part to Chi-
ese pressure, the area of Myanmar 
long the Chinese border that once pro-
uced about 30% of the country’s opi-
m was last year declared opium-free 
y the United Nations.”

ritish PM Brown 
oes After Zimbabwe

crambling to put regime change in Zimba-
we back on the top of the agenda, after the 
rogress of South African President Thabo 
beki’s mediation there, British Prime Min-
ter Gordon Brown has threatened to boy-
ott the summit of European Union and Af-
can leaders if Zimbabwe President Robert 
ugabe is allowed to attend.

Announcing his decision in an arti-
le in The Independent, the Prime Min-
ter said he is not prepared to be at the 

ame conference as a leader responsible 
r the “abuse” of his own people, wide-

pread torture, and the intimidation of 
olitical opponents.

Portugal, which has called the first 
uropean Union-African Union summit 
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n seven years, has invited Mugabe be-
ause other African leaders want him to 
ttend. If his invitation were withdrawn, 
he meeting could collapse.

Brown holds out the carrot of a huge 
nancial package from the U.K. and 
ther Western and African nations to re-
uild the country—but only if Mugabe 
s removed from power.

Just two days before Brown went 
ublic with his attempt to sabotage the 
ummit, the South African Cabinet wel-
omed a recent breakthrough between 
imbabwe’s ruling ZANU-PF and the 
pposition MDC party, on key draft 
onstitutional amendments that could 
esolve the principal differences and al-
ow for new elections to go forward.

cuador-Argentina Ties: 
Cause for Celebration’
peaking at a state dinner Sept. 19 during his 
rst visit to Argentina as head of state, Ecua-
or’s President Rafael Correa paid tribute to 
utgoing Argentine President Néstor Kirch-
er, who will leave office in December.

Since his 2003 election, Kirchner 
as been a thorn in the side of the inter-
ational financial oligarchy, because he 
as bucked its free-market dictates. The 
nancial vultures are also enraged about 
orrea, whom Kirchner described at the 
inner as “a President who will write a 
ery important new page in his coun-
ry’s history, [and is] willing to pose an 
lternative to the neo-liberal models that 
ave exhausted and destroyed our re-
ion.”

In its own fight against “the tragedy 
f neo-liberalism,” Correa said, Ecua-
or has been inspired by the example 
hat Kirchner has set for the region “and 
he world.”

Correa also referenced Argentina’s 
ssistance in the restructuring of Ecua-
or’s foreign debt, and the fact that the 
wo leaders have joined together to cre-
te a new, regional financial entity, the 
ank of the South, “which is an expres-

ion of the sovereignty of our peoples.” 
he solidarity between Ecuador and Ar-
entina “is a cause for celebration,” he 
eclared.


