marily by gravity, and avoiding pumping to the extent possible, so as to reduce the fixed operating costs of the
project.
Alberto Vizcarra emphasized in his presentation that the
crisis of world financial disintegration is putting Mexico at a
crossroads of adverse factors, that are shaping up as “a perfect
storm.” And he detailed them: increasing international prices
for food products, worsening dependency on food imports,
mass deportation of undocumented Mexican immigrants from
the United States, a decline in remittances being sent into
Mexico from workers abroad, imported inflation and growing
nationwide unemployment. Given all this, he said, Mexico
has to define policies of economic protection which strengthen its productive potential, primarily in those regions where
there exist the possibilities of increasing basic grain production that can address the tremendous vulnerability Mexico
faces on this front.
The country’s Northwest, said Vizcarra, is a region
which has a great national responsibility, in the midst of this
international financial crisis. It is an affair of state, and a national security matter, that projects like the PLHINO be
completed.
The historic nature of this movement and of this Forum,
Vizcarra emphasized, is that we are meeting in the name of
the future. And our experience throughout this whole organizing process is that when two or more people meet in the
name of posterity, they gain an extraordinary power. With
that power, he continued, we will make sure that this great
moment does not find a morally small people. We are taking
up what our forefathers had intended be done. Let us realize
their intentions, so that they can rest in peace, and so that we
can give a promising future to present and future generations.
In his speech which followed, Sen. Alfonso Elías Serrano
led the participants to reflect upon the change in thinking required for Mexico to secure the future, asking: At what moment did we stop thinking about the future and forget about
great projects? In the 1980s, we stopped being “normal” people, he noted, and by the 1990s, when we signed the Free
Trade Agreement, we even adopted the mistaken idea that it
would be cheaper to import our food, than to produce it at
home (see speech, below).
After the forum adopted a final resolution, the “Agreement of the Northwest” (see text, below), Sonora Gov. Eduardo Bours Caste gave the closing speech. He began by referencing Sen. Elías Serrano’s point, that to be “normal”
means to think big. The country, he said, has no shortage of
resources, only a shortage of infrastructure to adequately
develop those resources. He criticized those who question
the idea of great projects, because they lack vision. Therefore, we must change the way people think, and teach them
to think big. Projects like the PLHINO, he concluded, are
not short-term endeavors, but for the coming generations.
And it is the responsibility of our generation to complete
them.
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Mexican Senator Offers
‘A Vision of the Future’
Political leaders in the north of Mexico are demonstrating the
courage to change their axioms. Under the headline, “Yes to
a Vision of the Future,” the Sonoran daily El Imparcial on
Nov. 11 published the closing speech given by Sonoran Federal Senator Alfonso Elías Serrano, from the PRI party, to the
Regional Forum “Let’s Build the Bridge to the Future: The
21st Century PLHINO.” The Senator called for a turn away
from the errors of NAFTA, back to the commitment to build
great projects which “normal people” had, four decades ago.
His remarks have been translated from Spanish.
A few weeks ago, I heard one of the members of the ProPLHINO Committee of the 21st Century say that 40 years
ago, people held a larger vision of the future . . . that then, there
were more normal people. And this made me ask myself, at
just what moment did we cease to be normal people; at what
moment did we stop thinking about the future, and concentrate
on resolving day-to-day problems?
But it’s not a question of regretting or seeking someone to
blame for what could have been, but was not. Rather, it is a
question of recovering, as a nation, the vision of the future that
we had in the days when great infrastructure projects were
proposed in Mexico; in the days when advances were made in
space exploration internationally; in the days when our universities carried out ambitious research toward eradicating
diseases and epidemics in the world.
And this is where the North West Water Plan (PLHINO)
comes in, because it proposes to bring water from [the state
of] Nayarit to Sinaloa and Sonora, through the construction of
great engineering works, transporting surplus water from one
basin to the other, by means of 16 consecutive rivers that
stretch from Santiago in Nayarit, to the Yaqui in Cajame, by
means of which 16 billion cubic meters of water that currently
pour into the sea in that area, could be exploited. With this, we
would be in a position to confront the great challenges of food,
water, and energy that we will need in the future, and to resolve in part the problem of immigration.
With the launching of the Free Trade Agreement [NAFTA] in 1994, and under the notion that it was more feasible to
import food than to produce it, we stopped farming in the
countryside at the rate that we had been, and we became dependent on the United States for food. Now, we realize that
conditions in the world have changed regarding food supply
and demand.
Already in the past few months, we have had a taste of
what is coming if we don’t find alternatives for meeting Mexican’s demand for grain, to keep tortilla and other basic prodEIR December 7, 2007

uct prices accessible.
At the same time, we have emerging countries like China
and India which, in recent years, have been growing at historic
rates, and their people, now with greater buying power, are demanding more and better products from the countryside.
This foretells a series of challenges that are to come in the
area of food, water, and energy.
That is why we must put everything we have into pushing
for the PLHINO, because it would guarantee Mexico’s food
sovereignty, with nearly 400,000 new hectares for agriculture
in the three states which would benefit. . . .  It would create
thousands of jobs in construction, tourism, industry, and the
countryside, including more than 5 milllion agricultural jobs;
it would generate the capacity to produce more than 1,000
megawatts of clean and cheaper energy, and it would provide
Sonora with more than 1 billion cubic meters of water.
The PLHINO must be seen as both a matter of state and of
national security, and any analysis of it must focus on the benefits that it would generate for the quality of life of the citizenry. Of course, the PLHINO requires an important investment of resources, but this is not a short-term project, but
rather one that will come to fruition step by step over the coming years, which will also allow the use of novel financing options.
In sum, one must remember that Rome was not built in a
day and that, as the popular refrain goes, if these things were
easy, everyone would do them. . . .

Resolution: ‘Let Us Build
The Bridge to the Future’
This resolution was issued by the conference in Ciudad Obregón, Sonora, on Nov. 9, under the title “Build the Agreement of the Northwest; Let Us Build the Bridge to the Future;
Let us Build the PLHINO of the 21st Century; Water, Energy,
and Food for Mexico.”
The organizations of agricultural producers, workers, intermediary organizations, businessmen, youth, and state legislators
from Sonora, Sinaloa, and Nayarit, meeting this November 9,
2007 in the “Regional Forum: Let Us Build the Bridge to the
Future. Let Us Build the PLHINO of the 21st Century,” do
hereby proclaim the following agreements and resolutions:
Whereas:
First. The nation is in the throes of an international scenario of financial instability, whose apex can be found in the
crisis of U.S. mortgage debt, and whose hyperinflationary
manifestation is impacting raw materials prices, primarily the
food products whose prices in recent months have been inexorably climbing, which affects the entire world, and especially
Mexico, which is one of the leading grain-importing nations.
Second. Said scenario is worsening as a result of a significant reduction in world grain reserves, at the same time that
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the main exporter of these, the United States, has decided to
allocate millions of tons of corn to the production of ethanol,
thereby turning it into a commodity of the speculative energy
market, and thus reducing export volumes. Add to this the fact
that the emerging markets of China and India have increased
their food demand, a combination of factors that threatens a
prolonged critical situation within which Mexico is tremendously vulnerable.
Third. Together with the foregoing, the depressive effects
of the financial crisis on the United States economy are causing a process of unemployment, whose major impact is on the
construction sector, within which one finds nearly 20% of the
14 million Mexicans who have emigrated to the U.S. since
1994, and who today are being pushed to return to Mexico.
This would explain why, at the close of this year, Mexico will
be showing a decline of more than 2% in the dollar remittances sent by Mexican workers in the United States. This in turn
means a decline in foreign exchange reserves for importing
goods, along with the return of our Mexicans who had found
economic refuge in North America.
Therefore, we resolve and agree:
1. That the most appropriate path to take for protecting the
nation from the adversities that are joining forces under the
present international situation, is to undertake a vigorous policy of public investment directed at great infrastructure projects that can increase the productive powers of our population
and assure a greater availability of water, energy, and food. In
that sense, the construction of works like the PLHINO should
be carried out under a renewed perspective of meeting the urgent national need to strengthen basic grain-producing regions, and which have a great development potential to guarantee the growth of the national economy.
2. That the expansion of the agricultural frontier in regions
with great grain-producing potential, like the country’s Northwest, should be considered a state matter and national security
matter. Thus, projects like the PLHINO can be delayed no
longer, given that it has cost the nation too much to abandon
these infrastructure projects whose economic potential has
multifunctional characteristics. Assuring the interconnection
of the 16 rivers that flow from the Western Sierra Madre to the
fertile coasts of the states of Nayarit, Sinaloa, and Sonora,
would allow the management of 28 billion cubic meters of
water that would give efficient sustainability to the region, the
generation of productive jobs, water for urban and industrial
use, the production of electricity, the development of fish
breeding, and tourism, regularization of cultivation patterns,
expansion of moisture cycles that would increase the possibilities for rain in the region, thereby improving the ecology
and the growth of life in general.
3. To actively support the point of agreement approved on
April 24 of this year, in the Mexican Senate and presented by
Senators Alfonso Elías Serrano of Sonora, Mario López Valdez of Sinaloa and Raúl José Mejía Gonzáles of Nayarit, in
which they call on the Federal Congress and on the Federal
Executive to allocate the resources as of 2008, and to define an
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