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Oct. 11—U.S. National Security Advisor Gen. James 
Jones (ret.) participated in an international conference 
Oct. 4-6, in Sochi, Russia, hosted by his Russian coun-
terpart, National Security Secretary Nikolai Patrushev. 
The conference was attended by senior intelligence and 
enforcement officials from 43 countries.

In his remarks, which we publish in full below, Jones 
answered a longstanding Russian call for U.S. cooper-
ation in eliminating the scourge of Afghan opium and 
heroin. The general fully embraced the proposal for an 
international campaign against multinational orga-
nized crime, including its overlap with the drug cartels 
and narco-insurgencies, typified by the Afghan Taliban 
and the Colombian FARC.

The policies advocated by Jones are, in fact, the 
very opposite of the policies of his soon-to-be-former 
boss, President Obama. Within 48 hours of his return to 
Washington from Sochi, Jones abruptly announced his 
resignation as National Security Advisor, to become ef-
fective at the end of this month. Lyndon LaRouche asked 
today: Was General Jones dumped in a fit of rage by 
President Obama?

Here is General Jones’ Oct. 5 speech in Sochi, re-
leased by the White House, “as prepared for delivery.” 
(Subheads have been added.)

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen. It is a privilege 
to be here with so many colleagues and partners from 
around the world who share a commitment to our 
mutual security.

It’s a pleasure to be here in this beautiful city that in 
less than four years will host the 22nd Winter Olympic 
games—a well-deserved honor for the Russian Federa-
tion.

In Washington, our professional ice hockey team 
has been fortunate to enjoy the talents of a Russian su-
perstar—Alexander Ovechkin. I assure you that while 
we Americans look forward to competing here in Sochi, 
we don’t look forward to having to play against Mr. 

Ovechkin and his national team.
I’d like to thank my friend and counterpart Secre-

tary Nikolai Patrushev for hosting this important and 
timely event, and for being a partner on so many critical 
issues that both of our countries face, from arms control 
and non-proliferation to the fight against violent ex-
tremism.

Let me also congratulate Ambassador Fedotov on 
his appointment as the new Executive Director of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. Ambassa-
dor, your office has a lot of work ahead of it, and the 
United States looks forward to working with you in a 
very constructive and helpful way.

It is an honor to be with you today—especially be-
cause, not that long ago, the presence of a U.S. national 
security advisor at a gathering such as this in Russia 
might have seemed unlikely. Prior to President Obama’s 
inauguration, our two nations had been drifting further 
apart, more than at any point since the Cold War. We 
were spending too much time mired in mutual distrust, 
and too little time addressing our mutual concerns about 
our relationship and the world in which we live.

At the outset of his administration, President Obama 
pledged to reset our relationship with Russia, so that—
even as we are candid about any disagreements—we 
could recommit ourselves to advancing our common 
interests. And that is precisely what we have accom-
plished—together!

The United States and Russia have coordinated our 
efforts to strengthen the global economic recovery. 
We’re working together on Afghanistan and we’ve 
deepened our cooperation against the violent extrem-
ism that threatens both our people. With our interna-
tional partners, we’re working to prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons.

And, of course, we’ve agreed to the New START 
Treaty, the most far-reaching arms control agreement in 
nearly 20 years. As President Obama said when he and 
President Medvedev signed the Treaty in Prague, “there 
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is much we can do on behalf of our security and pros-
perity if we continue to work together.”

Confronting Transnational Crime
That is what I want to focus on today—another crit-

ical area where we can work together: confronting 
transnational crime. Today, right now, we have an op-
portunity for cooperation not just between the United 
States and Russia, but among all nations represented 
here today. It’s up to us to seize the moment at this im-
portant conference.

Every year, the United States government produces 
a handful of so-called National Intelligence Estimates, 
exhaustive studies that examine our most important na-
tional security threats. The results of this year’s study of 
transnational crime—our first since 1995—are aston-
ishing.

We found that this threat alone—which generates 
trillions of dollars annually from illicit activities such 
as money laundering, trafficking, counterfeiting, envi-
ronmental crime, and financial fraud—has completely 
transformed itself in recent years.

What had emerged, to paraphrase Dostoyevsky 
from Crime and Punishment, was the beginning of a 
new story, a new reality about which much of the law-
abiding world has been for too long completely, and 
dangerously, unaware.

As recently as the 1990s, organized crime syndi-
cates were rigid hierarchical structures that were largely 
domestic or regional in scope. They made limited use of 
technology, and had minimal links to other illicit orga-
nizations like drug cartels or terrorist groups. And be-
cause of their centralized structures, the arrest of a 
single key member was sometimes enough to disrupt or 
dismantle them.

Things are not so simple anymore—unfortunately, 
the problem is more complex and threatening.

Today, many of these criminal syndicates operate 
globally; they are comprised of loose networks that 
cooperate intermittently but maintain their indepen-
dence; and they employ sophisticated technology and 
financial savvy.

They are raising the specter of significant damage to 
the global economy by increasing their penetration of 
legitimate markets—blending illicit and ordinary busi-
ness practices—and by conducting ever-more-sophisti-
cated cyber crimes that undermine trust in the security 
of our financial system.

Much like major terrorist organizations, criminal 
syndicates compartmentalize their activities so that no 
single person knows the details of the entire operation. 
Apprehending even a key figure may have little to no 
effect. Enterprises that once focused on particular illicit 
activities are increasingly diversifying their operations. 
If we do not act together to prevent them, these trends 
will only continue to intensify in the years to come. And 
that is something that should concern all our nations. In 
a world full of transnational threats, transnational crime 
is in an ascendant phase. Using bribery, fraud, violence, 
and state relationships, enhanced by technology, trans-
national criminal organizations will increasingly 
damage the ability of legitimate businesses to compete 
in the global market space.

They will continue to develop their alliances with 
corrupt and complicit state officials, undermining the 
rule of law and enabling criminals to dodge regulation 
and flood the world market with pirated—and some-
times deadly—products that threaten industries depen-
dent on intellectual property such as fashion, pharma-
ceuticals, and technology.

And many criminal groups are broadening beyond 
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Gen. James L. Jones, who just resigned as National Security 
Advisor in the Obama Administration, told a conference in 
Russia, that it was time to “seize the moment” in the war 
against transnational crime, especially drug trafficking.
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their core functions into an ever wider range of criminal 
activities. The global drug trade is now expanding to 
criminal groups in countries like Russia, China, Italy, 
and the Balkans—countries that had not previously been 
victimized by narcotics trafficking. Opium and heroin 
trafficked from Afghanistan funds the Taliban as well as 
insurgents and criminal groups in Central Asia, the Cau-
casus, and Russia. And the consequences are heartbreak-
ing for families and communities, as these illicit activi-
ties can be accompanied by unspeakable violence.

The United States is deeply concerned that transna-
tional criminal organizations, especially in Mexico, are 
not only on the rise, but acquiring more powerful weap-
ons. We are taking strong action along with our Mexi-
can partners to reverse this trend.

We have also seen an increase in violence associ-
ated with human smuggling, as drug-trafficking organi-
zations and other criminal groups are attracted by high 
profits, low chances of arrest and prosecution, and 
minor penalties.

Elsewhere, following the example of the Taliban 
and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or 
FARC, terrorists and insurgent groups are increasingly 
turning to crime and criminal networks—and particu-
larly to drugs—for funding and logistical support. 
Clearly, this is evident in Afghanistan today.

Most troubling of all is the trend that this enhanced 

collaboration is leading to criminals helping ter-
rorists acquire weapons of mass destruction, a 
development that could threaten all our nations.

This lethal nexus of organized crime, narco-
trafficking, and terrorism is a threat that the United 
States, Russia, and all of us share and should be 
working together to combat. As criminal enter-
prises grow increasingly global, complex, and so-
phisticated, only a multidimensional, multilateral 
strategy can combat them; one that takes advan-
tage of the full range of our capabilities.

A gathering like this one confirms that trans-
national crime is no longer solely a public safety 
or law enforcement problem that is the exclusive 
purview of domestic authorities. Rather, it is a 
threat to the security of each of our nations that 
we must address together.

Fundamental Principles
There are several steps we can take.
First, we must organize around a set of fun-

damental principles. These should include:
•  Protecting our citizens from the violence and ex-

ploitation of criminal networks;
•  Helping vulnerable countries fight corruption and 

foster good governance, and sever powerful state-crime 
relationships;

•  Breaking the financial infrastructures of transna-
tional criminal networks;

•  And building international consensus and coop-
eration.

To meet these principles, let me suggest several pri-
orities for action.

•  We should strengthen traditional law enforcement 
functions such as interdiction, investigations, and pros-
ecutions, while doing a better job of sharing with each 
other the information we uncover.

•  We should better protect our economies by denying 
criminals access to the international financial system. 
And we should harden our markets against them by ex-
posing their business interests, stripping their financial 
assets, and ultimately locking them out of the corporate 
board room. This requires strong laws and authorities that 
match today’s business-savvy criminals, and stronger 
partnerships between governments and the financial sector.

•  We should seek new ways to disrupt drug traffick-
ing, which facilitates so many other illicit enterprises. 
As one of the world’s largest consumers of illegal drugs, 
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“Opium and heroin trafficked from Afghanistan funds the Taliban as well 
as insurgents and criminal groups in Central Asia, the Caucasus, and 
Russia,” Jones told the Sochi conference. Shown: U.S. Marines patrol 
through a poppy field in Washir, Afghanistan, May 2010.



October 22, 2010   EIR	 National   35

the United States has a special responsibility in this 
area. Last May, President Obama released our new Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy, our plan to reduce domes-
tic drug abuse over the next five years, largely through 
treatment, education, and prevention. We are deter-
mined to do our part.

•  We should also make it more difficult for smug-
glers and traffickers to ply their trade, by protecting our 
borders, taking steps to prevent criminals from travel-
ing, providing better training for border security profes-
sionals, developing strong watch lists, and making 
greater use of biometrics.

•  We should target those who facilitate criminal activi-
ties. As criminal networks expand—and the threats they 
pose converge—they are increasingly reliant on facilita-
tors who operate in both the licit and illicit worlds and 
provide services such as funding, logistics, and the acqui-
sition of weapons, false documents, and other materials.

•  Countries like the United States must also help im-
prove the capabilities of our emerging and developing 
partner states, which too often involuntarily provide safe 
haven for criminal networks. This means proactively sup-
porting such countries in their efforts to build account-
able, transparent, and capable institutions that can enforce 
the rule of law and act as our partners to counter these 
threats. Waiting until it is too late is not a good answer.

•  And finally, we should continue to build part
nerships within multilateral institutions, because threats 
that respect no borders must be met by corresponding 
solutions. Toward that end, the United States strongly 
supports the UN Convention Against Corruption and 
the Convention on Transnational Organized Crime.

Let me just conclude by saying that in the Obama 
Administration’s National Security Strategy, published 
earlier this year, we laid out America’s enduring na-
tional interests—security, prosperity, respect for uni-
versal values, and an international order that can meet 
the challenges of the 21st century.

The expanding size, scope, and influence of transna-
tional crime threatens each of those principles, and is 
one of the most significant security challenges we 
face—as a nation, and as an international community. 
No nation, no matter how powerful, can tackle it alone. 
And we look forward to working together—with Russia 
and with the nations you represent—to help shape a 
better future for each of our countries.

Once again, I would like to thank our hosts for their 
vision in deciding to hold such an important conference.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Interview: Kesha Rogers

‘The Future Is Ours 
For the Making’
LaRouche Democrat Kesha Rogers fired a shot across 
the bow of the Party establishment last March, when 
she defeated her Democratic Primary opponent for 
the nomination, in the 22nd Congressional District 
(Houston), garnering 53% of the vote, in an upset vic-
tory as big as the state of Texas. Her highly visible 
campaign has featured door-to-door organizing, 
soundtrucks through neighborhoods playing beautiful 
Classical music, and giant banners calling for 
Obama’s impeachment, Glass-Steagall, and defense 
of NASA.

Since March, Rogers has been running a scantily 
funded, but aggressive, David vs. Goliath grassroots 
campaign against Republican incumbent Pete Olson, 
which has sparked optimism that the country can be 
turned around with Lyndon LaRouche’s recovery poli-
cies.

She was interviewed by EIR on Oct. 15.

EIR: Can you give us a brief report on the campaign 
in the Texas 22nd C.D. over the past seven months, 
since your upset victory in the Democratic Primary last 
March?

Rogers: Since the landslide victory back in March 
of this year, we have continued to lead a non-stop 
moblization to educate the mass strike in the popula-
tion. I won the primary because I had the courage to tell 
the truth, and fight on principle, and have continued to 
do so ever since. My campaign platform of “Save 
NASA and Impeach Obama,” has made national and 
international headlines. I have been a guest on many 
radio shows, and the campaign has been the hot topic of 
discussion of many news articles.

But, I think what is most important, is the impact the 
campaign has had, on the ground, in the 22nd Congres-
sional District, and throughout the U.S. population. We 
have taken the challenge to the citizen, to restore the 
principles of a republican government, “of, by, and for 
the people.” My campaign has continued to organize 
citizens on what it means to live in a republic, and how 


