To be clear: everyone can agree that Iran is a serious
problem. The development of Iranian missile technology is credible enough that NATO is (smartly) working
with Russia to develop a defensive missile shield. And
the most recent report from the International Atomic
Energy Agency on Iran’s nuclear program should rally
the international community to apply even more pressure.
But while Iran is a serious issue, it is equally true
that they have been effectively isolated and weakened by the one-two punch of smart sanctions and
the democratic winds sweeping through the region.
The international sanctions have seriously damaged
Iran’s economy and exacerbated a growing feud between President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei. It is important to avoid steps that would unite these political
blocs.
Meanwhile, Iran’s most important regional ally,
Syria, is struggling to avoid becoming the next regime
toppled by a popular uprising. And given its own deep
unpopularity with the Iranian public, the government
may yet face a winter of domestic discontent. It has already had to face down strong segments of its population that want a less bellicose attitude toward the rest of
the world.
We didn’t ask the tough questions in 2003 when
America went to war in Iraq in search of weapons of
mass destruction. The security of America and the stability of a largely redrawn Middle East depend on our
ability to continue to isolate and contain a weakened
Iran.
Running for President means running for commander in chief of America’s armed forces. If the candidates favor military action, as is their prerogative,
they should desist from peddling the false notion of a
simple “surgical” strike and answer the hard questions.
How would they contain a larger regional war? Would
they commit to a ground invasion? How would they
pay for it? What is their view on the implications of another major deployment for the U.S. military? And why
are they ignoring the advice of some of America’s most
experienced military leaders?
America ought not consider another war in the
Middle East without a very serious discussion of the
consequences. Political candidates should curb their
jingoistic, chauvinistic emotions and temper their world
view with a little reflective, rational thought.
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Wilkerson Slams Obama
On Iran War Drive
Dec. 18—Quoting American System President John
Quincy Adams on an Al Jazeera roundtable aired today,
Col. Larry Wilkerson, the former chief of staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell, again blasted Barack
Obama’s drive for war against Iran, the insane bellicose
rantings of most of the candidates for the Republican
Presidential nomination, and Israel’s drive to drag the
U.S. into that war.
Wilkerson cited Adams’ warning against going
abroad “in search of monsters to destroy,” referring to
his July 4, 1841 speech in Congress, in which he said,
“Wherever the standard of freedom and Independence
has been or shall be unfurled, there will [America’s] heart, her benedictions and her prayers
be.
“But she goes not
abroad, in search of
monsters to destroy.
“She is the wellwisher to the freedom
and independence of all.
“She is the champion
and vindicator only of
her own.”
EIRNS/Dan Sturman
One of the most Col. (ret.) Lawrence Wilkerson
vocal retired military
leaders against the Iran war, and the Obama-Bush assault on the Constitution, Wilkerson warned against
“the neo-Conservative component, which I’m seeing
again. Which I saw in 1997 and 1998 and on up to the
Iraq War, which is now trying to mold people to the Iran
war!”
“They’re doing the same thing” on Iran, Wilkerson
said. “In fact, I’m amazed that they think the very
same script, more or less, will work again! And yet
I’m not amazed . . . the American people don’t seem to
understand it’s going on, don’t seem to understand
who’s constructing this other element of foreign
policy.”
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When Al Jazeera host Shihab Rattansi asserted that
all U.S. policy is ultimately whatever Israel’s policy on
Iran is, Wilkerson shot back, “That’s not true. That’s
definitely not true in regard to the Pentagon and to the
Armed Forces in general.” Regarding Israel and Palestine, Wilkerson said, “as David Petraeus made quite
clear, until he had to retract a little bit,” there is “grave
concern in the armed forces of the United States about
what the Israel-Palestinian challenge does to U.S. National Security, not just in West Asia, but all over the
world. It’s damaging to our reputation all over the world
that we are increasingly seen, not as an honest broker,
but Israel’s lawyer.”
Wilkerson said Obama’s rhetoric, such as when he
said, “it’s unacceptable for Iran to have a nuclear
weapon,” and then, “all options are on the table,” are
exactly what is going to get the U.S. into that war, because Obama can’t handle the situation.
On Dec. 12 on Examiner TV, Wilkerson also delivered a strong denunciation of the just-passed indefinite
detention of Americans embedded in the National Defense Authorization Act. It is a step towards tyranny,
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like Caesar’s crossing of the Rubicon, he said, expressing grave concern that the law, authorizing the U.S.
military to indefinitely detain suspected terrorists,
even if they are American citizens, will erode the very
tradition of civil-military relations that are the underpinning of the U.S. Constitution. Our officer corps, he
said, has the best knowledge of our nation’s history
and the provenance of civil-military relations. This understanding is the greatest protection against tyranny,
and the new law is aimed at forcing our military to believe otherwise.
In a Dec. 8 interview, rebroadcast Dec. 13, with
Russia Today, Wilkerson slammed Obama for boasting about his role in the killing of Osama bin Laden.
Wilkerson asked rhetorically whether such remarks
would have ever been uttered by our first six Presidents, or by Abraham Lincoln, or even Dwight Eisenhower.
Obama’s remarks reminded him of George W. Bush,
he noted, adding that it was “unbelievable” to him that
a U.S. President would brag about killing. “It is a measure of the man,” he concluded.
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