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very strong flux of x-rays, which, in turn, could be di-
rected, and which could lead to a sustained thermonu-
clear reaction—that is, a fusion electricity reaction—
but also provide an extraordinary diagnostic capability, 
because of the very, very short wavelengths of these 
x-rays; and in addition, with even low power, it is able 
to damage things, and could do damage to incoming 
missiles, even with relatively low power, and over a 
long distance, with tremendous speed—and would not 
have to be particularly accurate in terms of exactly 
where it hit a missile, and this sort of thing.

Schlanger: Just to summarize the point, then. If 
you’re stuck in Mutual and Assured Destruction, once 
you go to war, you’re going to wipe out each side, as 
opposed to the proposal with the anti-missile lasers or 

electron beams or particle beams, that you eliminate the 
effectiveness of incoming missiles, but you’re also de-
veloping the technology that can provide almost unlim-
ited energy and many other spinoffs. And this was La-
Rouche’s idea of how you win the peace.

Gallagher: That’s right. And the x-ray laser is in 
fact one spinoff which was fully developed, as a result 
of the SDI program, and is in diagnostic use worldwide 
as a result, and it is really an extraordinary thing.

The Reaction
Schlanger: And Paul, just before we bring up this to 

date, I think it’s very important to realize that once this 
was adopted by the President, it unleashed a storm of 
violent activity against both President Reagan, but es-
pecially against LaRouche, against the Fusion Energy 

On the 29th Anniversary 
Of Reagan’s SDI Proposal
On March 23, 1983, in a national television address, 
President Ronald Reagan made the proposal for his 
Strategic Defense Initiative, which, he said, “holds 
the promise of changing the course of human his-
tory.” Here is the relevant excerpt:

In recent months . . . my advisors . . . have under-
scored the necessity to break out of a future that relies 
solely on offensive retaliation for our security. Over 
the course of these discussions I have become more 
and more deeply convinced that the human spirit 
must be capable of rising above dealing with other 
nations and human beings by threatening their exis-
tence. . . . Wouldn’t it be better to save lives than to 
avenge them? Are we not capable of demonstrating 
our peaceful intentions by applying all our abilities 
and our ingenuity to achieving a truly lasting stabil-
ity? I think we are—indeed we must!

After careful consultation with my advisors, in-
cluding the Joint Chiefs of Staff, I believe there is a 
way. Let me share with you a vision of the future 
which offers hope. It is that we embark on a program 
to counter the awesome Soviet missile threat with 

measures that are defensive. Let us turn to the very 
strengths in technology that spawned our great indus-
trial base. . . . What if free people could live secure in 
the knowledge that their security did not rest upon the 
threat of instant U.S. retaliation to deter a Soviet 
attack; that we could intercept and destroy strategic 
ballistic missiles before they reach our own soil or 
that of our allies? . . . Isn’t it worth every investment 
necessary to free the world from the threat of nuclear 
war? We know it is!

. . .I clearly recognize that defensive systems have 
limitations and raise certain problems and ambigui-
ties. If paired with offensive systems, they can be 
viewed as fostering an aggressive policy and no one 
wants that. But with these considerations firmly in 
mind, I call upon the scientific community in our 
country, those who gave us nuclear weapons, to turn 
their great talents now to the cause of mankind and 
world peace; to give us the means of rendering these 
nuclear weapons impotent and obsolete. . . . We seek 
neither military superiority nor political advantage. 
Our only purpose—one all people share—is to search 
for ways to reduce the danger of nuclear war.

My fellow Americans, tonight we are launching 
an effort that holds the promise of changing the 
course of human history. There will be risks, and re-
sults take time, but I believe we can do it. As we cross 
this threshold, I ask for your prayers and your sup-
port.


