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development of the Arctic, as the stepping stone for 
manned space travel, because many of the challenges 
go in the same direction.

If you combine that momentum with the building of 
the Eurasian Land-Bridge, and say, “This old system is 
hopelessly bankrupt, and we have to have a new plan 
for reconstruction,” then there absolutely is hope! Spain 
should do a science-driver project. Rather than allow-
ing all the scientists and young people to leave out of 
desperation, you have to agree on one, large develop-
ment program, high science, high energy-flux-density 
program, to repatriate all the scientists abroad.

Spain is capable of producing high-speed railways. 
There was just an agreement to build a high-speed rail 
system in Wisconsin in the United States, through a 
Spanish firm! Unfortunately, the governor of Wisconsin 
nixed that program, which is a stupidity of the first 
degree. But why should Spain only build high-speed 
railways in Wisconsin? I think you need to have high-
speed rail connections between the Iberian Peninsula 
and the rest of the Eurasian Land-Bridge. If we build a 
Transrapid, a maglev train line, from the Bering Strait all 
the way to Lisbon, it’s only a mere EU450 billion! Now, 
that has been wasted on the bankrupt banks several times 
over, but if you build a Transrapid maglev train from the 

Bering Strait to Lisbon, that could be one project which 
would create many, many jobs, and it would be the be-
ginning of a complete transformation of all of Eurasia.

There are similar projects which have to be defined.
I think we are at a crossroads. Mankind has reached 

a point, where if we continue with this policy of global-
ization, the policy of empire, the policy of geostrategic 
conflict, we will probably lead to our own destruction 
in either a thermonuclear war, or we will destroy the 
economic basis to a point where billions of people are 
not going make it.

But the human being is a creative human being. We 
are the only species which can willfully change the 
order of their existence. We have the creative powers, 
we have the free will, and we have proven many times 
in universal history, that if man so wills, you can end a 
Dark Age, and you can start a Renaissance period.

Now, I want to invite you into a dialogue, to do that, 
because you have, right now, a growing opposition 
against the present policies. In all European countries, 
you have motion for Glass-Steagall, but we need to dis-
cuss: Are we as mankind, fit to give ourselves a govern-
ment which takes care of the well-being of its people? 
And I think, yes! We should discuss it, and we should 
do it.

‘Open Letter for Spanish 
Science’

The Confederation of Spanish Scientific Societies, 
Comisiones Obreras (I+D+i), the Federation of 
Young Researchers, and Investigacion Digna has 
issued an open letter to the government in Spain, call-
ing for a halt to the gutting of government funds for 
R&D. When the letter was first issued in March, the 
authors, projecting a 8.65% cut over 2011 levels, 
warned that if ratified, Public Research organs would 
have suffered an accumulated 30% reduction of their 
budgets since 2009. Since then, the government has 
announced that funding for R&D and science will be 
cut by 25%.

The letter, signed by over 46,000 Spaniards and 
foreign scientists by late April, warns that the pro-

posed budget “would cause considerable long-term 
damage to the already weakened Spanish research 
system, contributing to its collapse.”

“The characteristics of scientific research require 
decades for the formation of a skilled workforce,” ac-
cording to the statement. “Spain does not have an 
R&D private sector that can absorb and take advan-
tage of highly qualified researchers. This human re-
source, which has been trained thanks to a consider-
able  national investment and is best prepared to 
contribute to the shift to a knowledge-based econ-
omy, will have no choice but to emigrate or leave re-
search altogether. The country faces a multi-genera-
tional ‘brain drain’ (from researchers starting their 
PhDs to those in their mid forties). Spain also risks 
the chance of undermining the interest in science of 
the younger generations (now children and teenag-
ers). . . ..

“. . .‘If you think education is expensive, try  igno-
rance’ (Derek Bok).”

http://www.investigaciondigna.es/wordpress/sign

