of Cyprus, Mount Bundey TA, and the Delamere Air Weapons Range (over 3,000 sq km), all
in the Northern Territory (NT); and the Shoalwater Bay TA (4,500 sq km) and Townsville
Field TA in Qld. The U.S.-Australian Talisman
Sabre (TS) exercises, held with tens of thousands of troops every two years since 2005, use
these ranges, as well as air space over the northern NT, commercial ports at Brisbane, Gladstone, and Port Alma in Qld, the waters of the
Coral, Timor, and Arafura Seas, and the Townsville, Darwin, Tindal, and Amberley RAAF
bases.
The ADF says TS also trains teams for “defensive and offensive operations in an urban environment,” and has involved the Australian Federal
Police and the U.S. FBI, raising the question of
whether an included purpose is preparing to enforce the police-state laws passed by the Howard
Government in 2002-03. The Delamere Range,
the RAAF’s principal bombing range, has also
been used since at least 2005 by U.S. forces including B-52, B-1, and B-2 bombers based in
Guam.
Northwest mineral cartel defence. Figure 1
shows planned Royal Australian Navy (RAN)
upgrades, such as a new east coast fleet base,
likely at Brisbane, to supplement Fleet Base
East in Sydney. Other existing bases will be expanded to accommodate larger vessels. Certain
low-budget upgrades for the RAN and RAAF
are also recommended in the 2012 ADF Posture Review: for the Air Force, runway extensions at the Learmonth and Curtin so-called
bare bases, non-permanently-staffed facilities
used in the large-scale joint and other exercises.
Increased military port access is anticipated
at Common Use Facilities at Port Hedland and
other western and northern ports, where minerals companies are expanding their export terminals. That’s only fitting, since the ADF Posture
Review devotes a whole chapter to the need to
defend the raw materials-exporting industries of
northern and western Australia—that is, the
very Crown cartel companies that are looting
the national economy.
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the power of their great American and British comrades
in war preparations against China, people with real military experience at the highest levels in Australia, personally responsible for making command decisions that may
decide the life or death of men and women in actual warfighting, have sounded a different note. Peter Leahy, Australian army chief in 2002-08, for instance, quoted in The
Australian of 12 April 2012, warned: “As a sovereign
nation Australia should maintain the ability to say ‘no’ to
the US and separate itself from their actions.” Pointing to
the ever greater US military presence in Australia, he
said, “These are momentous decisions with far-reaching
consequences. They potentially implicate Australia in a
series of actions that could lead to increased tension and
even conflict with China. War is improbable but not impossible. Australia needs to be careful that it does not
make inevitable the future that it should fear the most.”
Another former army chief, Lt. Gen. John Sanderson, echoed Leahy. The newspaper reported Sanderson’s view “that Australia’s future lay in building a
proper strategic relationship with its Asian neighbours.”
He said, “This is where we live. And if there is anything
about this relationship with the Americans that impairs
our ability to build on that relationship then we should
have a much deeper strategic debate.”
When all is said and done, to whom would you
rather entrust the lives of yourself and your loved ones?
To veteran commanders who have had to think through
the implications of actual warfare, or to the wet dreams
of Rambos like Mike Pezzullo? According to his own
account, Pezzullo was received by Chinese officials
with “cold fury” when he visited Beijing following the
release of his White Paper.

Chronology

Australia Becomes Base
Of US-UK Ops in Asia
The buildup of military capabilities in Australia is
shepherded by constant consultations with US and UK
strategic planners, highlights of which are outlined
here. The facilities named are discussed in the articles
and located on the map (Figure 1).
1995. The Royal Institute of International Affairs
EIR July 13, 2012

(the old British imperial Round Table organisation)
calls, in “Economic Opportunities for Britain and the
Commonwealth,” for using Commonwealth cultural
and business networks as a launch pad to extend British
influence worldwide—particularly in Asia, where Australia should serve as a “stepping stone.” British foreign
investment here then ranked second—$74.5 billion in
1994—but would soar to $427 billion in 2008, surpassing US investment.
1999. Vladimir Putin becomes acting President of
Russia, going on to election in his own right in 2000. He
halts Russia’s slide into economic and strategic oblivion.
11 September 2001. British/Saudi attacks on New
York and Washington unleashes a (still ongoing) blizzard of domestic police-state measures in the USA,
Australia, the UK, and elsewhere, as well as endless
foreign wars.
13 December 2001. President George W. Bush
gives Russia notice of US unilateral withdrawal from
the 1972 bilateral Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty,
followed the next year by launching of a global ballistic
missile defence (BMD) program.
2003. Australia-USA agreement is signed to start
preparations for biennial Talisman Sabre (TS) joint military exercises. Beginning in 2005, TS takes place in
both countries, and involves tens of thousands of troops.
By 2011, the estimated cost is $100 million.
2004. Australia-US Ministerial (AUSMIN) consultations finalise far-reaching BMD agreements; establishment of a massive Joint Combined Training Capability (JCTC) in Australia; and de facto integration
(“interoperability”) of the US and Australian militaries.
Included is Australian participation in the Nimble Titan
global BMD exercise under the US Strategic Command.
2005. AUSMIN announces that Delamere Air
Weapons Range and RAAF Darwin will “support an
enhanced Strategic Bomber Training Program,” including US B-52, B-1, and B-2 aircraft.
March 2006. British PM Tony Blair visits Australia
to inaugurate Australia-United Kingdom Ministerial
Consultations (AUKMIN), the “highest level of formal
strategic consultations” with Britain.
2007. AUSMIN announces US strategic and military communication system to be constructed at the
Geraldton (Kojarena) Australian Defence Satellite
Communication Station.
January 2008. British Foreign Secretary David
Miliband tells the Herald Sun that “Britain will relaunch itself as an Asian power with the help of former
July 13, 2012
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colony Australia in its biggest foreign policy shift since
the Cold War.” He demurs, “We are not seeking to recreate the Empire.”
2008. AUSMIN announces new joint US-Australian facilities at Naval Communication Station Harold
E. Holt at North West Cape, including for communications with US attack submarines.
April 2008. Kevin Rudd becomes the first Australian PM to attend a NATO meeting.
May 2009. Australian Defence White Paper, “Defending Australia in the Asia Pacific Century: Force
2030,” advocates massive military buildup for a coming
US-Australian war against China.
October 2009. At AUKMIN Miliband gushes over
Rudd and “the internationalism of Australia” in promoting the “climate change” scam and half a dozen
other British imperial schemes. The biennial AUKMIN
becomes annual.
2010. At AUSMIN, a new Space Situational Awareness Partnership is signed as part of the US Global
Space Surveillance Network.
January 2011. William Hague makes the first visit
to Australia by a British foreign secretary in 20 years,
with Defence Secretary Liam Fox. Hague proclaims
that, although “our partnership with Australia is one of
our greatest assets in world affairs already,” the UK will
further upgrade the relationship as part of a “decisive
change” in foreign policy towards Asia.
November 2011. PM Julia Gillard, as agreed at
AUSMIN 2010, introduces the Defence Trade Controls
Bill 2011 to ratify the far-reaching Australia-United
States Defence Trade Cooperation Treaty, already approved by the US Congress.
March 2012. The Australian Defence Force Posture
Review advocates huge expansion of joint US-Australian military facilities, particularly in northern and
western Australia.
May 2012. Gillard announces the next phase of
Australia’s “largest-ever capital works program,” a $40
billion plan to build 12 new submarines, and $16 billion
for purchase of US Joint Strike Fighter planes. AUSMIN
2010 had agreed that “high interoperability of submarine systems was strategically important for both countries,” and “the high level of submarine interoperability
between Australia and the United States . . . will extend
into Future Submarine acquisition program.”
2013. Australia to take possession of the first of its
three US Aegis ABM systems, to equip new Advanced
Warfare Destroyers.
International
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