EIR International

Anglo-Saudis Go in for
The Kill Against Syria
by Nancy Spannaus
March 26—In a major escalation of the Anglo-Saudi
drive to destroy the nation of Syria in pursuit of its global
geopolitical aims, a suicide bomber entered Eman
mosque in Damascus during prayers on March 21, and
detonated his explosive, killing more than 45 people.
Among the dead was Syrian scholar Sheikh Mohammed
Sa’id Ramadhan al-Bouti, the most important Sunni cleric
speaking out against the destabilization of Syria under
the mantle of religious war. Al-Bouti had angered the
notorious Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood cleric Yousef
al-Qaradhawi, with his polemics against the fanatic
jihadi campaign to destroy Syria, thus making himself a
target of the fatwa which Qaradhawi had issued against
anyone working with the Assad government.
Despite this blatant al-Qaeda-style terrorist act in a
religious setting, neither the United States nor the
United Kingdom have condemned the perpetrators,
preferring to blame all mayhem in Syria on the Assad
government.
This atrocity represents a dramatic shift in the drive
for all-out religious war in Syria and the region, at the
very point that the Anglo-Saudi-supported “opposition,” newly exposed as a fraud by intense in-fighting
and resignations, is being pushed by the British, the
Gulf States, and the Obama Administration to take over
government responsibility within the country.
In support of that push, there is a growing drumbeat
by leading U.S. Senators, Democratic and Republican,
for the U.S. to begin an allegedly “limited” military intervention into Syria, which includes precisely the kind
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of air campaign which was undertaken against Libya,
and to provide “more robust assistance” to opposition
groups, including facilitating the creation of a “safe
haven” on Syrian territory. The fact that such action
represents an alliance of the United States with the very
al-Qaeda terrorist groups that attacked the United States
on 9/11/2001, and 2012, seems not to concern these
politicians in the least.
Thus, the British imperial drive for using the Middle
East cockpit as a trigger for both unending religious
war, and confrontation with those defenders of the
nation-state system, Russia and China, has taken a dramatic step forward. Leaders in the U.S. military and
diplomatic corps are speaking out against the potentially apocalyptic consequences of such action (see National), but they themselves cannot stop this momentum. That will take an unprecedented mobilization by
patriotic citizens determined to stop the Empire in its
tracks, through the measures it fears the most—starting
with Glass-Steagall banking separation.

Jihadis in Control
The killing of Dr. al-Bouti is simply the most dramatic example of the process which insurgents in Syria,
funded and often manned by British pawns in Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, have been carrying out for more than
two years now. Thousands of jihadis, led by al-Qaeda in
Iraq, have been sent into the country to wage war against
the rival Shi’as, and seek the imposition of a new Islamic caliphate in the region. Recruits even include inEIR March 29, 2013
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spokesman Louay Mekdad that it does not recognize
Hitto.
On March 24, Amr al-Azm, a history professor at
Shawnee State University in Ohio, who is Syrian, and
supports the opposition, told the Wall Street Journal
that the “coalition is on the verge of disintegrating. It’s
a big mess.”

Senators Gone Insane
Yet, at the very time that the Syrian opposition is
exposed as both dominated by al-Qaeda-linked jihadis
and in disarray, top U.S. Senators have decided to push
for an escalation from the U.S.
On March 21, Senate Armed Services Committee
chairman Carl Levin (D-Mich.) joined Sen. John
McCain (R-Ariz.) in sending a letter to President
Obama demanding that Obama “lead an effort, together
with our friends and allies” to “degrade” Syria’s air
power and air defenses, using both the Patriot missile
batteries deployed in southern Turkey and precision air
strikes, and to establish a safe zone inside Syria.
The letter, which is posted on Levin’s website,
claims that the Patriots, deployed by NATO in Turkey,
can be used to deny airspace in northern Syria to the
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Assad government’s aircraft, and to defend against the
government’s use of Scud missiles.
“Finally,” they write, “we urge you to provide more
robust assistance directly to vetted opposition groups.
We believe such assistance should include tactical intelligence and increased deliveries of food and medicine, fuel, communications equipment, medical care
for the wounded, and other humanitarian assistance. To
this end, establishing a safe haven inside Syria would
also serve the important goal of delivering humanitarian assistance more effectively.”
While McCain has been consistently promoting
military action in Syria, Levin’s move is a change from
his previous views. The alleged trigger for the shift was
the totally unverified report last week that the Syrian
government had used chemical weapons—or, as the
Western warmongers also charge, the government had
“allowed” the opposition to seize and use such weapons. In fact, it was the Syrian government which first
charged that the rebels had used chemical warfare, and
called for a UN investigation of what had happened.
Yet, President Obama, on his March 20-21 trip to Israel,
issued new threats against President Assad, implying
Assad would use such weapons.
On March 22, several additional Senators joined the
war chorus, including Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.),
chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee. Sen. Chris
Coons (D-Del.), and Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), also
spoke out in favor of air activity or a no-fly zone, although Blunt continued to reject the use of U.S. troops
in Syria. Recall, however, that such a “restraint” was
also in effect in Libya—where the U.S. had no “boots
on the ground,” but ran the air and supply campaign
that backed al-Qaeda’s campaign to overthrow Qaddafi, and turn the nation over to the jihadi gangs.
Do these Senators know they are supporting alQaeda? LaRouchePAC organizers in Washington have
certainly provided the material that makes a conclusive
case. And some Congressmen, such as House Intelligence Committee chairman Rep. Mike Rogers (RMich.), have gone to so far as to admit as much. Rogers
said, on CBS-TV’s Face the Nation March 24, that the
U.S. had to militarily connect with the key “ground
fighters” against Assad, while he explicitly acknowledged the prominent role of the al-Qaeda-affiliated alNusra Front among these fighters on the ground!
Michele Steinberg and Tony Papert contributed to this
report.
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