failed miserably.
Now the provocations have moved to North Asia,
and to the threat to trigger thermonuclear war on the
Korean Peninsula. Once again, the goal is capitulation,
not extinction. Only if China and Russia cave in, and
agree to make their vast resources available for the
preservation of the current hopelessly bankrupt global
financial system, can the inevitable total disintegration
of that system be postponed beyond a matter of weeks
or months.
A faction in and around the British Crown, on record
as demanding the wiping out of 80% of the human race,
is going for the ultimate bluff: Threatening thermonuclear extinction to force a capitulation by Russia and
China. Such madness can easily lead to a succession of
miscalculations, and thermonuclear extinction.

The Four Horsemen
The threat of thermonuclear war, whether on the
Korean Peninsula, or in the Persian Gulf, is one road to
perdition. There is another option, already playing out:
The British Empire faction, aligned with Saudi Arabia,
is pushing hard for a permanent war inside the Islamic
world, pitting Sunnis against Shi’ites. With 1.6 billion
Muslims in the world today, this conflict can lead to
genocide, far beyond what has already been seen in
Libya, Syria, Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Iran.
London has also activated a new genocide on the
African continent, as the direct outgrowth of the overthrow of Qaddafi in Libya, and the massive flow of
weapons into the hands of Dark Age jihadists throughout the Maghreb and Horn of Africa.
The spread of endless “each-against-all” warfare is
complemented by the fact that food production is being
vastly reduced in many parts of the world—including
North America—as the result of disinvestment in water-management and other vital infrastructure, and the
consequences of World Trade Organization policy,
which makes national food self-subsistence a crime.
Drug-resistant diseases, warned of by LaRouche
and the Fusion Energy Foundation in the mid-1970s,
are adding to the death count.
The greatest war-avoidance flank today is immediate reinstatement of Glass-Steagall in the United States.
Ending the bailout of the oligarchy’s massive unpayable gambling debts would constitute the biggest real
transfer of political power in modern history. Then the
tough task of rebuilding a desperate planet would commence.
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Syria Opposition Group:
No to Ouster of Assad
March 29 (EIRNS)—A well-known Syrian opposition group has called for a U.S.-Russian summit meeting to take place as soon as possible to reach a solution in the Syrian civil war. In a statement posted
on the website of the
Syrian Civil Democratic Alliance (DCA),
whose members visited
the United States March
15-20, on the anniversary of the Syrian opposition’s first actions,
Haytham Manna, one of
the leaders of the delegation, wrote:
“We realize that after
two years of the revolution, Syria now experiHaytham Manna
ences its most challenging existential test since
the Syrian Conference that took place during the 1920s;
and the difficult and complex situation is no longer a
Syrian problem but rather a regional and international
one that necessitates a U.S.A.-Russia summit that could
produce an understanding based on the Geneva Declaration.”
During their visit, members of the Syrian DCA were
in New York, meeting with members of the UN Security Council, and in Washington, D.C., meeting with
Congressional offices and the State Department, to promote a peace plan that would implement the Geneva
Agreement negotiated in early 2012. The group, which
held a press conference at the National Press Club on
March 19, is not only lobbying in the United States, but
also in Russia, reported the online publication Truthout
on March 27.
The Syrian Civil Democratic Alliance, a confederation of political parties, has been urging the United
States and Russia to agree to encourage factions to negotiate an end to the fighting, without making President
Bashar al-Assad’s resignation a precondition, Truthout
World News
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said. In addition to Manna, the delegation was headed
by Rim Turkmani, an astrophysicist at Imperial College
London.
In a March 15 interview on Democracy Now!,
Turkmani went through a history of the Syrian opposition being taken over by the violent fighters
after March 2011, and emphasized that only a peaceful solution without arming the rebels can lead to
peace.
“I see all these statements, you know, from France
and Britain, and even the U.S., are very contradicting
and saying that we want to arm the rebels; however, we
want a political solution,” Turkmani said. “I mean, for
me, a political solution means a peaceful solution.
Peace can only be reached through peaceful ways,
peaceful means, and can’t be used through fueling the
violence. So, I don’t think their efforts will help in
calming the situation or dropping the number of casualties in the country.”

The Non-Violent Opposition
She also emphasized that the fighting in Syria has
become a proxy war with outside forces arming the
rebels. It’s more of a geopolitical struggle, really,
over Syria than responding to the needs of the people.
“I am a member of the opposition, as well. All my
group, very active inside Syria, is in opposition, but
it’s a nonviolent opposition. That is very clear in its
aim to reach democracy. However, we don’t reach
any—we don’t get any support. We are—there’s systematic efforts to marginalize people like us inside
Syria and focus only on the armed rebels. And they
are the ones now who are stealing all the headlines.
Now, why? Because, yes, there are certain actors, regional and international, who see this as proxy wars,
and it’s an opportunity to fight their international opponents. It’s a struggle over Syria, over power, and
the Syrians are falling victims to that” (emphasis
added).
The visit has been blacked out by the U.S. national
media—despite the high-profile event at the National
Press Club on March 19. According to the group, they
had a large range of meetings, including with members of the UN Security Council, the offices of Senators Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) and Mark Udall (D-Colo.),
and with the U.S. Institute for Peace, the Atlantic
Council, and a number of Arab-American organizations.
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Interview on Iranian TV

Will Obama Start
War over Korea?
April 2—The crisis on the Korean Peninsula threatens
to break out into a regional war, which could be the
spark for global thermonuclear war. The crisis comes in
the midst of the terminal breakdown of the Western financial system, and an escalating confrontation between the Obama Administration, and Russia and
China, over U.S. military encirclement of those countries. Any effort to approach this crisis from a lesser
perspective could well lead to World War III in the near
term.
On March 28, Iran’s English-language news station,
Press TV, interviewed EIR’s Mike Billington on the situation in North Korea, publishing the transcript under
the title “Global Thermonuclear War Not That FarFetched.” Billington’s review provides the crucial facts
about the current confrontation.

Essential Background
To understand how we got here, it must first be recognized that the Korea crisis, a remnant of the Cold
War, was well on the way to being resolved in the 1990s
under the Clinton Administration. The “Agreed Framework” established with North Korea in 1994 provided
for the closure of North Korea’s plutonium-producing
nuclear facilities, in exchange for the construction by
an international consortium of two light-water nuclear
reactors, considered far less capable of producing
weapons-grade material, under the close observation of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The
U.S. was to provide oil to North Korea during the construction phase of the new nuclear reactors.
Also of great importance to North Korea was the
pledge to work toward improving relations between
Pyongyang and Washington, with the aim of replacing
the 1953 Armistice, which ended hostilities but not the
state of war, with a peace treaty and cooperative relations.
This process proceeded constructively throughout
the years of the Clinton Administration. When George
Bush and Dick Cheney came to power in 2001, everyEIR April 5, 2013

