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Helga Zepp-LaRouche

The Eyes of the 
World Are Upon Us
Helga Zepp-LaRouche, chairwoman of 
the international Schiller Institute, 
issued the following appeal on May 1, 
2013, under the headline, “Appeal to 
the People and Congress of the United 
States: Mobilize and Pass Glass-
Steagall Now!”

I am appealing to you from Germany, to 
you, the American people, and to the 
American Congress. We are facing right 
now, an existential crisis in Europe. The 
entire trans-Atlantic world is in a break-
down crisis which is much, much worse 
than that of the 1930s. But still, the memory of what 
policy choices were taken in the 1930s, is extremely 
important. Because in the United States, you had Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt, who implemented Glass-
Steagall, the separation of the banks; he called in the 
Pecora Commission; he went with a credit policy of the 
New Deal, and reconstructed the American economy in 
such a way, that by the end of World War II, America 
was the strongest economy in the world.

As you know, in Europe, unfortunately, things went 
in a completely different direction. We had Mussolini in 
Italy, Franco in Spain, Pétain in France, and in Ger-
many, after the brutal austerity of Brüning, it went to 
Hjalmar Schacht and Hitler, with all the known conse-
quences.

Unfortunately, today, the policy of Brüning, that 
is, severe cuts in the living standards of the popula-
tion, is the policy of the Troika—the European Cen-
tral Bank, the IMF, and the EU Commission—in their 
prescriptions, especially for Southern Europe. As a 
consequence, the economies of Southern Europe are 
completely collapsing, disintegrating. The living 
standard is going downhill, life expectancy is short-
ened. These are life-shortening measures. Youth un-
employment in some countries is up to 60%! The sui-
cide rate goes up.

The Nations of Europe Have Lost Their 
Sovereignty

These are human rights violations. This was the 
finding of a special rapporteur of the United Nations 
who just visited Greece. Because of the character of the 
euro, which is a failed experiment, and the de facto 
diktat of the Brussels bureaucracy, the European na-
tions have lost their sovereignty. However, the tensions 

between the southern Europeans—the 
Greek people, the Italians, the Span-
ish—and the Germans, is increasing, 
because they blame the German people 
for what is the policy of Brussels and of 
Chancellor Merkel.

Also, the tensions between France 
and Germany are on the rise again. This 
is very dangerous: One of the evil-do-
ers, one of the architects of this failed 
euro policy, the former head of the Eu-
rogroup, Jean-Claude Juncker, even 
made the parallel to 1913, saying one 
should not think that a repeat of those 
developments which led to World War I 

would not be thinkable.
Because of the disunity of Europe, there is no way, 

with the present EU dictatorship, that this policy will 
be changed; and as long as countries are in this 
system, they have no control over their own policies. 
In addition, the political system in Europe, the parlia-
mentary system, makes it much, much harder for the 
average person to talk to their parliamentarians, be-
cause they are bound by what is called “the faction 
duty.”

Therefore, you in America, have a very good advan-
tage: You have the privilege of the American Revolu-
tion, the American Constitution, and a political system 
which allows the average citizen to talk to their Con-
gressman, their Senators, and have a direct relationship, 
and remind them that they are responsible for the 
common good of the people. This is a big privilege. We 
in Europe right now have no sovereignty, and it is a 
question, which is very doubtful, whether the solution 
will come from Europe.

So, please be aware of your proud tradition of the 
American Revolution, of the heritage of Abraham Lin-
coln, of Franklin D. Roosevelt, of Martin Luther King. 
I’m appealing to you to go into the biggest mobilization 
you have ever made, to implement Glass-Steagall, be-
cause if the American Congress implements Glass-
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Steagall, then very soon, all of the European countries 
will follow, and that is the only way I can see how the 
world can escape a terrible catastrophe.

Amaya Moro-Martín

From a 21st-Century 
Spanish Emigrant
Spanish astrophysicist 
Amaya Moro-Martín has 
been outspoken in defense 
of scientific research and 
development in Spain, 
against the budget cuts 
which threaten its exis-
tence. This message was 
sent to the April 13-14 
Schiller Institute conference in Frankfurt, Germany.

Moro-Martín’s research ranges from solar and ex-
tra-solar planetary systems, to the formation of circum-
stellar disks. She serves on the governing boards of Eu-
roscience and the Royal Spanish Society for Physics, 
and is a founder and the spokesperson for Investigación 
Digna—Dignified Research—a grassroots science-pol-
icy lobby at the Spanish Congress and Senate, which 
played an active role in sponsoring the “Open Letter 
for Spanish Science” in March 2012, warning that 
budget cuts threatened to bring about a “collapse” of 
the Spanish research system, signed by over 46,000 
Spaniards and foreign scientists.

Moro-Martín titled her message  “From the Diary 
of a Spanish 21st-Century Emigrant.”

I am crossing the Sonoran and Mohave deserts of the 
Southwestern U.S. Their native inhabitants live in Indian 
reservations, confined to regions with limited natural re-
sources. A fictitious independence allows them to modify 
some laws so that casinos and the sale of tobacco—ac-
tivities strongly regulated in the rest of the U.S.—are the 
basis of their precarious economy. I think of Eurovegas, 
the macro-complex of casinos and golf courses that Las 
Vegas Sands wants to build near Madrid. To please that 
corporation, the Spanish government plans to under-

mine immigrant and labor laws, modify tobacco regula-
tions, and offer generous tax breaks. I think of the biol-
ogy PhD, a former employee of the Spanish National 
Research Council, to whom the Bureau of Labor in Spain 
recently assigned a course to become a croupier. How 
ironic that the destiny of the people of this land that once 
belong to New Spain, and our destiny, that of the old 
Spain, may end up converging in a slot machine.

My daughter sleeps in the carseat next to me. We 
have been traveling since she was ten weeks. By the 
time we go back to Spain she will have spent half of her 
life traveling. These trips are not for pleasure. I am a sci-
entist and I am looking for a job. I work at the Spanish 
National Research Council and my supposedly “tenure-
track” contract ends in a few months. There are thou-
sands of researchers like me. But we are invisible. The 
recent words of the Spanish ruling-party Congressman 
in charge of R&D still resonate in my head: “There is no 
brain drain, it is no more than an unjustified cliché.”

I am thinking about the last of our many meetings at 
the Spanish Congress with him and the “young” scien-
tists who were present. Diego just moved to Australia. 
Andy has an offer in Brazil. I am applying for jobs in 
North America. It would not be the first time I leave my 
country. I lived in the U.S. for 11 years, but this time my 
departure would not be triggered by curiosity. I am run-
ning away. I think about giving this Congressman a call 
from the next gas station; no, better from the next road-
side casino. The Spanish National Research Council 
just lost 1,208 science jobs in the last 15 months—205 
in January and February 2013—and the only measure 
adopted by the Spanish government to stop this brain 
drain is to offer them courses to become croupiers. This 
is no brain drain, it is a brain annihilation.

There are too many scientists and not enough crou-
piers. In a June 2012 letter to Nature, the Spanish Sec-
retary of State stated that “the Spanish R&D system is 
not large enough to justify paying as many researchers 
as it currently does.” Retiring scientists are not being 
replaced, and the number of new permanent science po-
sitions released (at all levels, and for all research cen-
ters in Spain) has been slashed steadily, from 681 in 
2007 to 15 in 2013. But the latest indicators available 
(corresponding to 2009) show that in Spain, the per-
centage of the active population working in R&D is 9.6 
per thousand, below the EU-27 average (10.4 per thou-
sand), and far from leading EU countries like Germany 
(12.7 per thousand), Sweden (15.4 per thousand), and 
Finland (20.8 per thousand).


