dent John F. Kennedy (see box, “The Way We Used To
that both FDR and Brown knew, and said, that the
Think”).
completion of the projects would be the time to begin
Moreover, the California hydrological engineers in
planning the next ones.
the 1950s foresaw that, despite their provision of upThey embodied the spirit expressed in a speech
graded water supplies from the state program, by 2000,
President Kennedy gave on Aug. 17, 1962, inauguratstill more water would be required in the state and the
ing a water project in Pueblo, Colo. “Every Member
dry lands of the West. Their vision initiated what
of Congress,” he said, “everyone in the Executive
became the 1964 proposal by the California-based Parbranch from the President on, in the field of national
sons Company for NAWAPA—the North American
resources, has to plan during their period of adminisWater and Power Alliance.
tration or office, for the next generation, because no
Their vantage point was to act on the future. In supproject that we plan today will be beneficial to us.
port of what we must do today, with
the “Nuclear NAWAPA XXI: Gateway to the Fusion Economy,” we
here provide a short review of the
main components of the California
water system.
From the 1930s through the early 1970s,
But first, consider the precursors
using American System methods, President
to the build-out of the statewide
Franklin D. Roosevelt (in office 1933-45)
system, and keep in mind the characand California Gov. Edmund G. “Pat”
ter of the nation-serving institutions
Brown (in office 1959-67), built Califorinvolved in the process.
nia’s amazing waterThe story begins over 100 years
management system.
ago, when the Federal Government,
It was a near 40-year
ironically, under environmentalist
building program,
President Theodore Roosevelt, crecentered on great
ated the U.S. Reclamation Bureau,
water projects, begun
renamed the Bureau of Reclamation
President Franklin D.
in 1935 by FDR, and
in 1925. The sole task of the Bureau
Roosevelt
completed in 1972.
was to build irrigation and hydroelecThese projects contric projects in the West. That it did.
tributed
to
the
economic
platform
which transEven though the last of the projects of
formed California from a relative backwater of
the Bureau was authorized in the
the nation, into the seventh-largest economy in Gov. Edmund G.
1960s, its projects today provide
the world, and a powerhouse of scientific and “Pat” Brown
water to about one-third of the entire
technological progress for humanity.
U.S. population.
On Aug. 18, 1962, President Kennedy joined Governor Brown at
The California water-managethe
groundbreaking ceremony for the construction of the San Luis
ment system was built by governDam.
In his remarks, in addition to addressing the necessity of water
ment—elements of it by the Bureau
conveyance,
Kennedy raised the concept of desalination, for which
of Reclamation, the State of Calihe backed large-scale nuclear power usage. “We must step up our
fornia, and the City of Los Angeles.
program to convert cheap fresh water from salt water. There is no
It was built by leaders who could
scientific breakthrough, including the trip to the Moon, that will
see the future, and what that future
mean more to the country which first is able to bring fresh water from
required of them. The system was
salt water at a competitive rate.”1—Patrick Ruckert
essentially completed in 1973, and
there has been only one major project built since, despite the state’s
1. See larouchepac.com for six speeches by Kennedy in 1962-63, inaugurating water
projects in the West.
population having increased by
more than 15 million. Of note, is
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