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they shouldn’t be so naive as to think they could treat 
the empire with such disdain by thinking they could act 
as sovereign nations to develop economically, against 
the will of the financial empire, and its enforcer, the 
IMF.

The Jihadi Networks
The al-Shabaab attack in Kenya was run by for-

eigners, including Europeans, Americans (some of 
them of Somali origin), and jihadists from the Middle 
East and Africa. Witnesses of the attack on the West-
gate Mall in Nairobi reported that the attackers spoke 
to each other in English. The participation of the out-
siders from other regions was made possible by a 
recent shift of leadership in al-Shabaab, which saw the 
Somali-oriented leaders either killed or driven out. As 
one retired U.S. military officer put it, this kind of shift 
to global jihadist takeover can easily be engineered if 
the policy is limited to the present policy of “Kill the 
bad guys.”

The Somali-oriented leadership was weakened by 

the 2011 Kenyan military intervention, Operation 
Linda Nchi (“Operation Defend the Nation,” in Kiswa-
hili) into southern Somalia because it denied al-Sha-
baab its traditional sources of income, such as that from 
exports and imports at the port of Kismayo. That left the 
Gulf states as the only source of income, which was re-
portedly used to install leadership that was open to the 
Saudi peninsula-based groups, al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP) or al-Qaeda Central (AQC). Experts 
think there is little difference between these two groups 
now.

The modus operandi of the terrorists was revealed 
by a leaked 2011 Kenyan intelligence report. The op-
eratives came into Kenya from various places, obtained 
safehouses in the Nairobi and Mombasa, and then as-
sembled their weapons and explosives which were 
smuggled in from Somalia.

Mobilization Against the ICC
Ethnic conflicts either deliberately imposed or exac-

erbated in African countries during the period of colo-

Saudi Funding of Jihadis 
Raised at Hill Hearing

Oct. 7—In the wake of the terrorist attack on the 
Westgate Mall in Nairobi, Kenya, a hearing of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee was held Oct. 3, 
chaired by Ed Royce entitled: “Al-Shabaab: How 
Great a Threat?” Testimony included the subject of 
how al-Shabaab could attack the U.S.A. directly, or 
by attacking U.S. interests.

After the completion of the testimony presented 
to the hearing, Republican Committee member Mi-
chael McCaul (R-Tex.), who is also chairman of the 
House Committee on Homeland Security, directed 
his first question to two former longtime FBI agents 
who had provided testimony, and who are still 
active in the security field. He asked directly about 
funding for al-Shabaab coming from the “Saudi 
Peninsula.” Neither of the two ex-FBI agents an-
swered the question, nor did a British Africa expert 

at a Washington think tank, who also testified.
McCaul began his question by noting that he had 

been briefed the previous day on the threats facing 
the U.S.A. He said:

“The majority of these threats—when you look at 
these organizations, and you look at the funding 
streams—the majority of them are tied back to the 
Saudi Peninsula, in terms of funding. This is the in-
convenient truth no one talks about. And no one 
wants to deal with it either.”

McCaul cited a report he had received of $100,000 
sent to al-Shabaab’s intelligence unit to carry out a 
wave of assassinations in Mogadishu, Somalia. He 
continued:

“This is something we’re going to have to deal 
with at some point in time. And I know it’s some-
thing—with the Saudis being our ally—that pres-
ents a problem. It’s a challenge, but I think it is 
something we need to address, and see it for what it 
really is.”

The officials had no comment.

—Douglas DeGroot


