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Andrew McGregor, writing for the Terrorism Monitor, 
on Dec. 13, 2013, a major Islamist rebel army, headed 
by Chechen commanders, has sworn its allegiance to 
the al-Qaeda-affiliated ISIS, aka ISIL (Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant). The group, the Islamist Army of 
Muhajirin and Ansar in Bilad al-Sham, is “dominated 
by fighters from the Northern Caucasus,” and led by 
“Abu Omar, an ethnic Chechen from Georgia’s Pankisi 
Gorge.” McGregor doubts the group’s claim that it has 
several thousand fighters, but a Dec. 12 report from the 
Jamestown Foundation warns that “the Chechen groups 
are among the top ten strongest military groups of the 
Syrian opposition and, therefore, have substantial influ-
ence among them. As the conflict in Syria deepens, the 
role and influence of the Chechens is likely to increase.”

Like the Syrian rebels, the Chechens are highly de-
pendent on outside assistance, especially from Turkey 
and from the drug trade that helps finance Islamist ter-
rorist operations. At a press conference on Sept. 9 2013 
in Moscow, Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Muallem 
once again brought the Chechen issue to the fore, em-
phasizing that the Syrian government is not fighting an 
internal rebellion but an international coalition. “People 
from the Caucasus and Chechnya are among the terror-
ists,” Muallem said, adding that “Turkey trains terror-
ists from 83 countries.”

In May 2013, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov pointed to another key point of coordination—
the highly sophisticated website KavkazCenter, which 
serves both as a mouthpiece for Chechen leader 
Umarov, and also as a multi-lingual clearinghouse for 
reporting on every possible anti-Moscow and anti-Pu-
tin initiative and development, including up-to-date re-
ports on the ongoing destabilization of Ukraine. During 
a visit to Sweden, Lavrov asked the Swedish govern-
ment to ban the KavkazCenter website, which was put 
on the sanctions list of the UN Security Council in July 
2011, and had moved to Sweden after being shut down 
in Estonia, Lithuania, and Finland.

Allegations have been made by Voice of Russia and 
on the U.S. website, infowars.com, that KavkazCenter, 
which has operated since 1999, has been funded in the 
past by the U.S. State Department. Whether or not that 
allegation can be substantiated, there is no lack of 
cheerleaders, including former officials of the Chechen 
separatist government, well-ensconced in Western cap-
itals and the Persian Gulf kingdoms. And the money-
flows to the jihadis are not hidden in a maze of front 
companies, but come directly from government coffers.

Documentation

‘Storm Over Asia’

Here is an excerpt from the transcript of Lyndon La-
Rouche’s November 1999 “Storm Over Asia,” a fea-
ture-length video, now available at http://larouchepac.
com/node/21709.

Section 1: War in Central Asia
What you’re seeing is a war in the North Caucasus 

region of southern Russia. What you’re also seeing, is a 
war which has broken out simultaneously in the border 
between Pakistan and India.

The forces behind these attacks on Russia and on 
India are the same. They are a mercenary force which 
was first set into motion by policies adopted at a Trilat-
eral Commission meeting in Kyoto in 1975: policies 
originally of Brzezinski and his number-two man there, 
Samuel P. Huntington; the policies which were contin-
ued by then-Trilateral Commission member, that is, 
back in 1975: George [H.W.] Bush, before he became 
Vice President.

These were policies which were continued by 
George Bush as Vice President. Under Bush, this 
became known as the “Iran-Contra” drug-financed link 
operations of mercenaries deployed with private fund-
ing all over the world: recruited from Islamic and other 
countries, and targetting Russia’s flank.

This mercenary force, created then, still exists. The 
primary responsibility for creating the force, was the 
government of the United Kingdom—most notably, 
most emphatically, the government of Margaret 
Thatcher, a policy which has been accelerated and con-
tinued in full madness by the present Prime Minister, 
Tony Blair, of the United Kingdom.

This war, if continued, using mercenaries, can lead 
to nuclear general war. The major powers principally 
threatened today by this mercenary operation, are two 
of the world’s largest nations: China and India; China 
on its western borders, India on its northern borders.

Iran is also threatened; but, more notably, Russia. If 
these nations are pushed to the wall by a continuing es-
calation of a war which is modelled on the wars which 
the British ran against Russia, China, and so forth, 
during the Nineteenth Century and early Twentieth 
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Century, this will lead to the point that Russia has to 
make the decision to accept the disintegration of Russia 
as a nation, or to resort to the means it has, to exact ter-
rible penalties on those who are attacking it, going 
closer and closer to the source, the forces behind the 
mercenaries—which include, of course, Turkey, which 
is a prime NATO asset being used as a cover for much 
of this mercenary operation in the North Caucasus and 
in Central Asia.

This is our danger. The weapons the Russians have, 
are no longer the large armies, the capabilities we 
thought of under the old Ogarkov Plan of the 1980s. 
Those vast armies are dissipated, weakened. Russia is 
ruined almost, by a vast economic destruction, caused 
by IMF policies, and related policies. But Russia still 
has an arsenal, an arsenal of advanced weapons, and 
laboratories which can match the weaponry—most ad-
vanced weaponry—being developed in the United 
States, Israel, Britain, and elsewhere.

If Russia is pushed to the wall, or decides to disinte-
grate willfully, or fight back, the likely thing is, it will 
fight back. It will use the weapons it has. It does not 
have the weapons to win a war, but it has the weapons 
sufficient to impose a powerful, deadly deterrent on the 
nations behind the mercenary forces which are pres-
ently attacking it. There lies the danger.

Unfortunately, most people in the United States are 
living under the delusion, that with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the combined military power of the 
United States and its British Commonwealth allies—
including Australia, New Zealand, and so forth, coun-
tries that are really under the British Queen personally, 
as the United Kingdom is—believe that these forces, 
Anglo-American forces, are so powerful, that they can 
ignore the United Nations Security Council, and con-
duct wars on their own, with impunity.

Most Americans tend to believe that, and believe 
they don’t have to worry about foreign wars. They don’t 
have to worry about terrible things happening in Africa 
or South America, or Eurasia generally. “It won’t come 
here,” just as many Americans said before Pearl Harbor 
about the war then ongoing in Europe.

In reality, it can come here. I’m not predicting that it 
will; I’m saying the likelihood—the danger—exists. 
And as long as the present policies of our government 
continue, especially the policies of the right-wing Stone 
Age faction inside the Congress, the right-wing policies 
of Vice President Al Gore and of Madeleine Albright, a 
Brzezinski associate. As long as these policies on the 

United States’ part continue, the danger of war is grow-
ing.

It’s not immediate, not tomorrow, and not the day 
after tomorrow. But wars come on like that: you get to 
a point of no return, there’s still no war. Then, some-
where down the line, maybe a couple of years later, the 
war actually breaks out.

And war is breaking out all over the world now; not 
only in the Balkans, as we saw recently, not only in an 
insane bombing attack on Saddam, for no reason what-
soever—the continued war against Iraq. Now the crazy 
intervention in Timor, which can lead to chaos in that 
region of the world. War is breaking out in small wars, 
all over the world.

If that process continues under present conditions, 
we are headed in the direction of something terrible—
possibly even a nuclear war. Americans have to wake 
up and realize that problem.

Think back to New York in the old days. We once 
had a man who sold merchandise cheaply with radio 
ads. He called himself “Crazy Eddie.” And he used to 
say “my policies are insane.” Crazy Eddie’s policies 
and way of thinking, apparently have been picked up by 
Al Gore, and some people in the Defense Department 
and elsewhere in the United States. We’ve got to get the 
“Crazy Eddie policies” out of the United States govern-
ment.

As I shall indicate, these—the problems we face are 
deadly ones, but they’re problems which can be 
solved. . . .

A war breaking out in the North Caucusus region of southern 
Russia, or elsewhere in Asia, could rapidly lead to general 
thermonuclear war, LaRouche warned in the 1999 video, 
“Storm Over Asia.”


