should be no surprise that NRW must have some important institutions related to this field. The European training center for astronauts is located here, too.
This way, Germany could immediately enter the
field of space, within the growing cooperation among
Russia, China, and India, make appropriate agreements
with individual countries, and thereby help build the
world and create stable local jobs. The follow-on investments would enormously boost the total number of
suppliers.
• Materials research also has an important role for
NRW in this context, because nanostructures, self-healing polymers, new textiles, metals, and many other
products could be manufactured locally and be immediately incorporated into larger projects on the ground.
• Since NRW is also the largest area for chemical
production in Europe, this would again open up new
possibilities.
All in all, even these few examples make it clear
what great potentials remains buried in NRW and thus
in Germany—if we know how to use them.

The current negative conflicts within the population
of the western states would be replaced by a “positive
conflict.” Instead of saying, “Everything was better in
the old days,” we would be saying, “What can we do
better in the future?”
And this point will help us again, to internalize why
it is important to acknowledge our identity as the “Land
of Poets and Thinkers,” and a country with pioneering
industrial spirit, and why it is, after all, that we are
known as such a nation in the world.
That is what is required of us, if we want to be part
of the solution, and not part of the problem, in the current global crisis. And that will determine how Germany’s next 50 years will look.

Saxony

Chandra Muzaffar

The same, only on a slightly smaller scale, also applies to the state of Saxony, because Saxony also has
important companies and institutions in all the above
areas. We can add to that, Saxony’s unique historical
role as gateway to the East. Here there are many institutions, such as the Mining Academy in Freiberg and the
Technical University in Dresden, which have had ties to
the East over a long period, and their networks can be
used immediately to both develop and coordinate all
the above projects. Thus, this part of Germany could be
immediately integrated into the New Silk Road, like no
other area.
If Germany decides to go this route, these two regions could be used as driving forces for the entire
nation, and also draw in other regions, with their key
sites for production and research.
Since these projects are part of a greater order, which
puts them in a position to generate a qualitative leap in
various fields of industry, science, and research, they are
crucial in determining Germany’s next 50 years.
All these projects make sense only if they, as part in
the development of Germany in the world, are considered as part of an emerging dialogue of cultures; they
will also change our culture, by creating an optimistic
vision of the future, and will challenge us to reflect on
our society’s cultural values.
November 21, 2014
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This advance copy of Kästner’s speech was translated from German by the Schiller Institute. The longer,
actual speech, with English simultaneous interpretation, can be viewed at the Institute’s website.

A Greeting from
Malaysia
The following greeting was presented by video at the
conclusion of the conference.
I am Chandra Muzaffar from Malaysia, President of the
International Movement for a Just World.
I’d like to begin by congratulating the Schiller Institute on its 30th anniversary conference. I’m glad that
the Institute is looking at a very important issue, the
question of the BRICS, the Silk Road, about the transformation that is taking place, and about the crisis of the
Empire.
We have come to a point in our history where these
two stark realities challenge us to make choices, and to
commit ourselves to either the road that takes us to
peace, prosperity, justice, and human dignity, or the
road which takes us down the path of violence, war, injustice and, perhaps, the destruction of human civilization.
We have chosen the path that leads to justice and
Science
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human dignity, and that’s the path of development—
solid, tangible economic development—which would
lead to social justice. It is a path which would enhance
the productive capacity of the human being to transform his or her environment, to bring about changes
which would allow his or her generation and future
generations to live in an environment which does justice to our species.
I’m talking here about the path offered by the emergence of the BRICS—Brazil, Russia, India, China,
and South Africa—as a grouping which will have a
very big impact upon human civilization. But we’ll
have to make it happen. It is an idea whose time has
come. It is there beckoning to us to make a commitment, and our commitment should be to make the
BRICS succeed.
The success of the BRICS means the success of
genuine economic development. It means the success
of infrastructure transformation; it means linkages; it
means establishing connections between peoples and
nations, which would lead to a situation where we as
human beings would be able to live with dignity.
This is the choice before us. Or we can continue this
path of hegemony, of economic dominance, of cultural
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Chandra Muzzafar: “Choosing wisely means taking the side of
life, as against death.”

control. A path which has led to the misery and the sufferings which we have witnessed for so many decades,
and it’s getting worse. We cannot allow the situation to
continue because it may eventually lead to the death
and destruction of human civilization itself. We have
witnessed so many wars. So many millions of people
have been slaughtered in these wars and in some of the
byproducts of these wars.
We are in a situation where economic development
has been thwarted and stymied by war, violence, and
destruction. We are in a situation where we have epidemics breaking out, sometimes without any logical
reason. We have natural calamities which we’ve not
been able to handle well. We have other disasters created by human beings themselves, apart from the war
and destruction we have witnessed for so long.
And we have to ask ourselves whether we’d want
this to be the burden of future generations, of unborn
children, of the generations which had hoped to inherit
an Earth, where they’ll be able to live in peace and prosperity. We would be betraying their dreams. We would
be vanquishing the hopes of millions and millions of
people. This is the choice before us, and we have to
choose. We cannot postpone the day. We cannot allow
unborn generations to condemn us for our failure to act
at this critical moment of time. We have to choose, and
we have to choose wisely. And choosing wisely means
taking the side of life, as against death. That’s the choice
before us.
Thank you, and all the best to your conference.
EIR
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