Editorial

Reject Geopolitics, Join the BRICS
EIR endorses the following petition, now being circulated by the Schiller Institute. It’s been slightly
abridged.
In today’s nuclear age, the consequences of a geopolitical policy of confrontation with Russia and
China can only be the thermonuclear extinction of
the human race. Therefore, every effort must be
made to cooperate to solve the multiple crises
facing humanity.
The BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa) have united to pursue a
policy of economic development, not just for their
individual countries, but for the benefit of the
people of all nations. To that end, they have created
a New Development Bank to invest billions in necessary development projects.
China recently initiated the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), joined by over 20
Asian nations as founding members, and along
with it, has set up a Silk Road Development Fund.
At the APEC conference in Beijing, Chinese
President Xi Jinping invited President Obama to
join the efforts of China and other Asian nations,
including Russia, in the development of the New
Silk Road.
These initiatives are not geopolitical in nature.
Contrary to the Transpacific Partnership (TPP) advocated by Obama, which excludes Russia and
China, the BRICS-related initiatives, including the
Chinese proposed Free Trade Area of the Asian Pacific (FTAAP) are inclusive. They are based on the
concept expressed by the late Pope Paul VI that the
“new name of peace is development.” Thus, in
Australia, at the recent G-20 meeting, both Xi and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke of the
twin goals of achieving global peace and ending
poverty through economic development.
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There is no problem in the world that cannot be
solved by such an approach, and conversely, no
problem that will be solved without it. . . .
While the U.S. has abandoned the Kennedy
space program, the Chinese are committed to a
lunar program focused on the exploitation of
helium-3 for the purpose of generating unlimited
fusion energy. With collaboration among the U.S.,
Europe, Russia, China and India, among other nations, man could finally realize Johannes Kepler’s
vision of mastery of the laws of the Solar System
for the benefit of man.
Only such an approach will restore the United
States and Europe to their original purpose, as expressed in the European Renaissance and the
American Revolution, a purpose which the U.S.
and Europe have increasingly abandoned. Now,
much of the rest of the world has adopted this purpose, and is urging Europe and the U.S. to re-adopt.
We therefore call upon the U.S. and Europe to
abandon the suicidal geopolitical policies of the
past which led to the two previous World Wars, and
are leading to a third, and to build a future for all
humanity by readopting the principle of the Treaty
of Westphalia by basing foreign policy on the principle of the “benefit of the other,” which ended the
Thirty Years War in Europe; and on John Quincy
Adams’ concept of a “community of principle
among sovereign nation-states.”
That is the only course coherent with the true
nature of man as the only creative species. Any
other course is based on a concept of man as an
animal and leads to human extinction.
As patriots of our own nations, and as citizens of
the world, we call on our fellow citizens and the
leaders of our nations to have the courage to break
the current cycle of escalating bestiality by accepting the generous offer to collaborate with the BRICS.
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