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power grid; conversion of all vehicle fleets to natural 
gas or biodiesel; and insulation of buildings. T. Boone 
Pickens will personally invest $1 billion in wind tur-
bines. This is all supposed to be complete in ten years.

From the German standpoint, it is interesting that 
this plan existed long before the accident at Fukushima.

Chancellor Angela Merkel, who has always sig-
naled that she inclined more to the claims to power of 
the big investors, than to her own expertise in physics, 
perhaps saw, during the days of the Fukushima acci-
dent, her great chance to use the exit from nuclear in 
Germany to reach for the stars, and break into the ranks 
of the global players.

Here, as well as there, one must give credit and 
honor to those experts who warned long ago, that this 
enterprise amounted to nothing more than a giant Ponzi 
scheme.

Like Desertec, this entire strategy will collapse into 
the sand more quickly than some suspect, and those 
who still today are letting themselves be blinded by the 
promise of fuel deliveries obtained, or low energy 
prices, will soon have to think otherwise.

This article originally appeared in the German 
weekly Neue Solidarität Dec. 3, 2014, and was trans-
lated by EIR.

Fracking Exacerbates 
U.S. Drought Crisis
In California, Texas, and other parts of the West, 
drought is a national and world-scale water and food 
emergency. Nevertheless, hydraulic fracturing (frack-
ing) is consuming huge volumes of water for oil and 
gas extraction.

A 2014 report by the Boston-based Ceres, found 
that 47% of all new 
fracking wells opened 
in the U.S. and Canada 
over the 29-month 
period January 2011 to 
May 2013 were in 
areas of high water 
stress. The map shows 
four such areas for the 
U.S.

Drought-stricken 
Texas, during this time 
period, had 9,000 new 
wells opened in places 
of extreme water 
shortage, and another 
9,000 in dry-prone lo-
cations.

Only about 5% of 
all water used for 
fracking in these re-
gions has been recy-

cled; that is, 95% is “consumed,” and gone. This has 
directly led, in such places as West Texas and eastern 
New Mexico, to ranches shutting down, and towns 
running out of water.

The volume of water consumed in these wells 
overall, in the United States and Canada, over a 2.5 
year period, amounted to 367 million cubic meters 
(97 billion gallons). That is equivalent to the mu-
nicipal water use of a city of 1 million people for a 
year.

—Marcia Merry Baker
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