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Tamayo dismissed all talk of geopolitical confronta-
tion. “The economic potential of this route will absorb 
most of the frictions which it will produce. China is the 
principal investor; Russia will participate, but the 
United States is also interested. I think the three coun-
tries, when the time comes, will say: ‘This is not per-
sonal; this is business.’ The alarmists ought to take this 
into account.”

A most interesting assessment to have come from 
within Cuba, a few months before the long-overdue 
agreement to reestablish U.S.-Cuban relations had been 
concretized.

British Snipers Take Aim
Constructing the canal, and within its projected 

five-year timeframe, is an ambitious undertaking.
Preying on backwardness, British and Wall Street 

assets have put out the line for the past two years that a 
Nicaraguan canal is a cuento chino, a fairy-tale, which 
will never happen, will never get financing, isn’t viable, 
etc., etc. Now that it is getting underway, the British 
Crown’s ecologist apparatus has gone into high gear, as 
have the Project Democracy “color revolution”-types, 
manipulating the fears of the peasants and small farm-
ers who live along the canal route, and face resettle-

Wang Jing: Silk Road 
Inspires Grand Canal

Wang Jing is the chairman and CEO of HKND, the 
Chinese company in charge of the Great Inter-
Oceanic Canal project. Here are excerpts from his 
speech on Dec. 22 in Managua, Nicaragua, at the 
inauguration of the project.

. . . 2,100 years ago, brave Chinese sages ex-
plored and established the Silk Road, which helped 
to promote the progress of human civilization and 
benefit the prosperity of many countries and nations. 
Most importantly, the great spirit of the Silk Road 
. . . remains in history with full vigor over 2,000 
years. The Silk Road represents mutual benefits, in-
clusiveness, and progress; it lays the core value of 
world civilization, and makes it possible, that after 
2,000 years, we can still enjoy a colorful and pros-
perous society.

The ancestral mark remains in the blood and the 
heart of Chinese companies. Our Chinese people are 
making a great contribution to the world in the new 
era by building a new Maritime Silk Road of the 21st 
Century. This has been our great engine, and the 
source of our courage and confidence to develop the 
Grand Canal of Nicaragua.

The distinguished President Daniel Ortega and 
his government give high importance to the liveli-
hood of the Nicaraguan people, placing the highest 
priority on combating poverty, with sustainable de-

velopment and environmental protections. The 
desire and enthusiasm of the Nicaraguan people to 
overcome poverty, to pursue happiness, and to build 
a better country, are the most powerful guarantee for 
the success of our project.

Today we began the start-up work for the Grand 
Canal Project. . . . Though there will be more obsta-
cles to overcome, there is no turning back for a dis-
charged arrow. . . .

Let us bless and create immortal glory for the 
Maritime Silk Road of the 21st Century, which will 
carry the dream and happiness of future generations, 
and promote through Nicaragua a deeper integration 
and mutual prosperity of East and West. Let’s work 
hard together!
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Wang Jing at a conference in Managua, July 7, 2014.


