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Only a Four Power Agreement
Can Prevent War, Assure Development

The Belt and Road:
World Cooperation for the Benefit of All
by Dr. Xu Wenhong
Dr. Xu Wenhong is Senior Research
Fellow, Center for One Belt One
Road, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, in Beijing, China. This is
an edited transcript of his remarks to
the New York Schiller Institute Conference, September 13, 2018. EIR
has provided the title. Dr. Xu spoke
via pre-recorded video.

impoverished, you should first discipline yourself; and when you get
wealthy, you should bring benefits to
others.
For the past four decades, China
has lifted millions of its people out
of poverty, which is indeed a marvelous success. Now, the world is
seeing how the Belt and Road Initiative is helping millions in other
Dear Mme. Helga LaRouche,
countries shake off poverty.
dear participants of this forum,
Five years ago, the grand conSchiller
Institute
Ladies and Gentlemen, good afterception was first envisioned by ChiDr. Xu Wenhong
noon!
nese President Xi Jinping, in an aim
I am very honored to speak to
to revive the ancient Silk Road tradyou today about China’s One Belt, One Road Initiative.
ing route, by inviting developing countries to share soMany thanks to the organizers for this kind invitation.
cial-economic progress. Now, five years later, the maAs we all know, for the past four decades, the world
jority of the countries involved in the Belt and Road
has been watching China’s unprecedented economic
Initiative have scored major progress through closer
growth. Now, we know that the secret of China’s rapid
cooperation with China.
rise: The panacea consists of a peaceful and stable enviCambodian women have found jobs in newly
ronment, investment in infrastructure construction, close
founded factories in Sihanoukville. An increasing
regional and global cooperation, integration of worldnumber of entrepreneurs have moved into Great Stone
wide resources, creating collaboration, better access to
[Industrial Park], the biggest joint project of Belarus
education and closer people-to-people exchanges. That’s
and China, in Minsk. In Kenya, passengers can go
why the rest of the world was counting on China during
from Mombasa to Nairobi in only 4.5 hours on Express
the international financial crisis starting from 2008.
Rail. More Greeks, struggling to make a living after
China has become the second largest economy on the
the European debt crisis, have found new jobs in Piplanet since 2010. Expectations for its performance on
raeus Port.
the world stage have been ever increasing.
Over the past five years, China has been upholding
China boasts a different philosophy and cultural traa fundamental belief that all cooperation projects
dition from most other countries and regions in the
should be built on the principles of transparency, incluworld. The Chinese people believe that when you are
siveness, and sustainability. In the implementation of
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the Belt and Road Initiative, China has no intention to
change the existing international system. Instead, it
aims to cooperate with more nations within this framework to contribute to regional and global development.
In this process, China has become a staunch supporter
of globalization. China is playing an increasingly important role in anti-protectionism, especially against
the backdrop of U.S. President Donald Trump’s frenzy
for trade skepticism. Now that unilateralism and populism are gaining traction, the Belt and Road Initiative
inevitably has become a target of criticism from those
with evil intentions and vested interests.
However, they should better see the fact that global-

ization is becoming irreversible and China is just one of
many countries fighting to defend it. That’s why we
need more and more people to truly understand the significance of the Belt and Road Initiative, and to embrace the Belt and Road Initiative.
Through close cooperation along the Belt and Road,
developing countries in Africa, Central Asia, and Southeast Asia have embraced more convenient transportation, better health care, and more access to education.
For all the people who have a deep belief that all men
are created equal, they have a chance of development
along the modern Silk Road.
I sincerely wish you a successful forum. Thank you.

RICHARD BLACK

Reconciliation and Rebuilding in
Syria, as a Great Battle Looms in Idlib
This is an edited extract of remarks
by Virginia State Senator Richard
Black to the Sept. 13, 2018 Schiller
Institute Conference in New York.
For a fuller report on his latest trip
to Syria, see the interview conducted
by William Wertz, elsewhere in this
issue.

feeling that was shared by people
just across the country. Talking with
shepherds out in the desert, they
were all so delighted that the terrorists have been driven from Syria in
almost every area, and were looking
at returning to peace, having the refugees, having their relatives return,
and then rebuilding the country.

It’s very good to be with you. I
Syria Rebuilds,
am just back from Syria; I was there
Even as Idlib Battle Looms
from September 1 to 9. It was a treThis was the spirit. You can see
mendous trip. I covered a great deal
Schiller Institute
Virginia
State
Senator
Richard
Black.
the country being rebuilt all over.
of the country. I went all the way
And I’ll tell you, the security—I had
from Damascus to Aleppo and to
very, very light security—even though I travelled for
other places in between.
five miles through open areas. Previously, when I travThis is the second trip that I have taken. I was over
elled, I had to have a 12-vehicle convoy, with three authere two years ago, and at the time I went to the city of
tomatic cannons, and air support, attack helicopters and
Palmyra. Palmyra had just been liberated from ISIS, so
a jet. This time, I had one carload of troops, and I don’t
I paid the visit, and shortly afterwards ISIS counterthink they were Syria’s elite secret service.
attacked and seized Palmyra once again.
This was a tremendous, positive change. Everything
Things have changed enormously. I met for three
was going well while I was over there. Subsequently,
hours with President Bashar al-Assad, who, contrary to
what has happened is that the remaining terrorists, the
mainstream media, is an extremely rational, highly inworst of the worst, have been trapped in Idlib province.
telligent, and I think a very decent individual. He was
They are under the general command of a fellow named
really almost joyous. He felt that peace was at hand, a
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