Enough Documentation of Genocide
Against Yemen: Act Now to Stop the War!
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tally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full and
decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote
self-reliance and facilitate the child’s active participation in the community.
Article 24.1—States Parties recognize the right of
the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. States Parties shall
strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her
right of access to such health care services.
Article 39—States Parties shall take all appropriate
measures to promote physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of a child victim of: any
form of neglect, exploitation, or abuse; torture or any
other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment; or armed conflicts. Such recovery and reintegration shall take place in an environment which
fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the child.
Abdusalam Aldhahebi concluded the panel, showing pictures of six Yemeni children, appealing to everybody to realize that we are not talking about numbers
when we speak about civilian victims, but about precious individuals, all of whom have their own personal
history and their own story—and that every one of these
children has a right to life and to a future.
Right before this meeting, Abdusalam Aldhahebi,
speaking on behalf of the Iraqi Development Organization (ODI), had the opportunity to deliver a hard-hitting, one minute statement to the ongoing plenary meeting of delegations, the press, and UN representatives, in
which he called for swift delivery of the new UN highlevel experts’ report (“Situation of Human Rights in
Yemen, Including Violations and Abuses since September 2014,” published August 17, 2018, A/HRC/39/43,
available at https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/YE/A_HRC_39_43_EN.pdf) to the members of
the UN Security Council, for the purpose of taking immediate action to stop the war and the genocide caused
by the Saudi-led coalition against civilians.
That report, under Section E. “Violations of International Law,” states in Section 1. Attacks Affecting
Humans:
27: From March 2015 to June 2018, there
were at least 16,706 civilian casualties, with
6,475 killed and 10,231 injured in the conflict;
however the real figure is likely to be significantly higher.
28: Coalition air strikes have caused most of
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the documented civilian casualties. In the past
three years, such air strikes have hit residential
areas, markets, funerals, weddings, detention facilities, civilian boats and even medical facilities. . .
And, under E. 2. Access restrictions:
52: The harm to the civilian population
caused by severely restricting naval imports [by
the sea blockades] was foreseeable, given the
country’s pre-conflict reliance on imports. By
November 2017, the international community
had repeatedly underscored the effects of the existing restrictions and had warned of the catastrophic effects of the announced closure of all
ports. The duration of the restrictions raises additional concerns that systemic damage to the
economy is occurring.
53: As of April 2018, nearly 17.8 million
people were food insecure and 8.4 million were
on the brink of famine. Health-care facilities
were not functioning, clean water was less accessible and Yemen was still suffering from the
largest outbreak of cholera in recent history. . .
This report had been acknowledged by the new UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights, former Chilean
President Michelle Bachelet. In her opening presentation to the council’s session, Bachelet announced further investigations and the holding to accountability for
war crimes all those who have been so accused by the
experts reporting to her office. Bachelet referenced the
horrible school bus massacre, and other horrific airstrikes that have left dozens of civilians and children
killed and injured in Al Hudaydah. She also called the
recent Saudi royal order, which practically provides a
blanket pardon to members of the Saudi armed forces
for actions taken in Yemen, “very concerning.”
Aldhabebi, while endorsing Bachelet’s statement,
nevertheless insisted that since the crimes have been
sufficiently documented over and over again, there
should be no further delay in stopping the war now and
beginning political peace negotiations, instead of waiting for yet another series of reports and investigations.
It is time for the hypocrisy stop. Those responsible
for planning and conducting genocide and those guilty
of tolerating it, have to be taken to account! If we do not
defend civilization and the sacredness of each human
being on this Earth, we will not escape the fate that
Yemen is suffering now.
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